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g the bubble Reputation e'en in the cannon's. | 
mouth, 


ES, my deareſt madam, ſuch is 
the fate and folly of the martial 
paſſion, that thoſe who indulge it muſt 
either look danger boldly in the face. 
and meet their diſſolution undiſmayed, 
or forfeit their honour and their life in 


the face of the whole world. WE Os a 
Vol. II. B;» 1 ä 
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I nave already told you we have 


many Serjeant Kites on the Heath, who, 


by the dint of low fineſſe and an art⸗ 


ful exerciſe of volubility, have allured 
ſwains from their ſoft Arcadia into 
ſcenes of warlike preparations; and 
who, to compleat the character of 
the Kites, have long ſince dropped 
the Brother-Soldier, and aſſumed the 
ſtern Commander; whilſt the toils of 
the field, together with the diſappoint- 
ment of their innocent ambition, weighs 
down the ſpirits of the young recruits, 


who vainly ſigh for the felicity they 


have renounced, the pipe, the dance, 
the rural aſſemblies, the May-day-feaſt, 


the ſports of liberty, and the joys of 


peace. 


— 


Sen ſuch as 1 TnL deſeribied, but of 
firſt· rate perfection, muſt, with your 


good N be the ſad hero of this my 
epiſtle. 
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epiſtle. His age is ſcarcely nineteen t-= 
as ſmooth as Hebe's his unrazor'd 
cheek his figure (except where the 
high finiſh of education is the queſ- 
tion) ſtriking, admirable; —in a word, 
as my brother is diſtinguiſhed through- 
out the a br the title of the hand- 
ſome Cadet, he is known in every quar- 
ter by that of the handſome Recruit. 


Bur, alas! we are born with as dif- 
ferent inclinations as exterior diſtinc- 
tions. Heroes are much the ſame, ſays 
tke Poet: 


— — . ee nn. 
From \ Macedonia's $ Madman to the Swede, . 
The ſame ſtrange purpoſe of their lives to find, 
Or make an enemy of all mankind. 


.In like manner poets, prieſts, mecha- 
nics, philoſophers, ruſtics, bring their 
peculiar propenſity into the world with 

|, them, - 


EAN 1 » * * 
bs 2 „ . - Y 
W n 
E 


. 
71 
0 
7 
n 
3s 1 
3 
> 
* 9 
8 
4 
1.585 
e 
. 
5 
Le, 
v9 
17-4 
2 81 
{3 
Rye, 
1 
W 


15% 
1 AL 3 
. 
BS 


ey ICAL 
— 4 2 2 2 
TI 
* r 


Cc o HAT. 


them, which not only grows with their 
growth, and ſtrengthens with their 
ſtrength, but has all the confirmation 
that Cuſtom, Education, and Example 
can give it; and however this feature 
of the ſoul may ſometimes be miſtaken, 
defaced, or mutilated, yet isit as impoſſi- 
dle to rend it from the parent-ſtock 
| without deſtroying the mind, as it 
would be to demoliſh an eye without 
| ſpoiling the face :—ſo far does Nature 
triumph over Art, and defy all ber 
| Works. 5 


Tur Dorilas I am ſpeaking of hav- 
ing never ſeen a red coat until the 
noble Serjeant Kite ſet his foot in the 

village of his nativity, was captivated 

by the tout enſemble of his appearance :. 
che glittering halberd, the gay cockade, 

the fife, the drum his eye, his ear was e- 
qually enchanted; nor was it in the power 

5 of 


4 WON 


of mortal youth to hear the harangue begin- 
ning with, All Gentlemen Volunteers,” 
ſo rhetorically addreſſed to the ſurround- 


ing multitude, unmoved. Gentlemen 
Volunteers“ was a gilded bait, and the 
poor gudgeons could do no leſs than 
bite —and wggall Know that enliſting, 
like matrimony, is not one of the . 


knots of Cy 


Wis o him then entered into kw Ma- 


jeſty's ſervice! The enſigns of his ho- 
nourable eſtate in his hat, and his 
Royal Maſter's picture in his pocket, 


he is led in triumph through the village 
to the houſe of rendezvous, where loyal 
bumpers are circulated, and every hu- 
man care laid aſleep, until the morn- 
ing; — when, waking from the dead 


ſlumbers of unaccuſtomed inebriety, he 
finds he is no longer maſter of him- 
ſelf. His tender and aged mother 


3 ruſhes 


1 
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ruſhes into the room—his ſweet-heart 
{woons away in his arms! | 5 


« Au, act and undone Do- 

« rilas! muſt we never ſee you more? 
* —You; that was the pride and the joy 
* of your fond mother's heart, -the de- 
light of the nymphs, the envy of the 
„ {wains, wherefore, wherefore have you 

1 pulled this death- ſtroke on our heads? 
* — Muſt you be ſhot at like a dog ?— 

* Muſt you—” But I drop the curtain 
on this ſcene, and proceed to introduce 
my Hero on the martial ſtage. 


AFTER . endleſs fatigues, behold him 
arrived at his Captain's quarters But 
his Captain, my dear madam, was no 
Captain Plume; nor did the caſe re- 
quire it.—He was entrapped to his hands, 
and, inſtead of the winning behaviour 
he was taught to expect, he looked the 
Commander in the firſt inſtance upon 
him, 
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him, and compleated his repentance for 
the raſh ſtep he had taken. 


He is now drawn out to exerciſe.— 


The Gentleman-Soldier has his fuſce, 


unfortunately, on the wrong ſhoulder : 
—a volley of dire oaths affail his ears, 
and the. big hoarſe laugh of vulgar ri- 


dicule ſinks him into confuſion. His 
toes are not ſufficiently rurned. out ; 
they are kicked by Serjeant Kite into 
the proper poſition. — With what ane 


guiſh does he recolle& the maternal 
roof, where he was deemed the maſter. 


piece of Nature; and the rural green, 


where his feats were mentioned with 


ſuch applauſe l- for, 1 


*Tis the curſe of noble minds oppreſſed, 
To compare what they are, with what they ought 
to be. 


By Wir 
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Ix a moment of his moſt tender re- 
grets he receives a letter. His trem- 
bling hand can ſcarcely break the ſeal. 
A thouſand cruel forebodings ſhake his 
ſoul.— His Daphne—has ſhe ſurvived 
their parting ? His mother—is * not 
murdered by; his conduct? - But 
Heaven is Juſt, and will not fail to pu- 
niſh the ſin of filial dfobedience. At. 
length he opens it—weeps—endeavours 
to read the contents through his tears, 
but endeavours in vain,—He wipes them 
_ away=tries again—=again—then learns 
that this beloved mother has taken td 
her bed—his Daphne fears her death- 
bed, at the fide of which ſhe attends 
day and night, to give the conſolation 
ſhe herſelf, alas! ſtands ſo much in need 
of, No hope of re-union remains with 
them: their adicus are all the adieus of 
deſpair— of eternal ſeparation, But 
there is a World, where love like cheirs 


ſhall 


S N 


ſhall be rewarded ; where no Serjeant 
Kites will rend the ſofteſt ties aſunder; 
where tears ſhall be no more; and where 
alone they can ever meet again. 


War Youth of nineteen, brought 
up in rural ſimplicity, is made of ada- 
mant Our Dorilas haftily commits 
the paper to his pocket hems thrice 
and thrice can once more articulate. 

He returns to his rent, and goes 
through the duties of the day with un- 
uſual alacrity. The night's watching 
ſucceeds, when he ponders the fatal 
tidings. Every heart ſeems light but 
his.—Has no one then a mother but 
himſelf ? nor under his mother's cir- 
cumitances ? 


— 


Tux Counteſs de Sevignẽ ſays, our 
thoughts in the evening are a duſky 


RS grey; 


coXxnitar.a: 
grey; at midnight they are quite black; q 
for which reaſon it is preſumable our 


midnight reſolutions wear a a ſimilar com- 
plexion. | 1 


H Is mother dies before his eyes.—His | 
fond imagination gives unheard-of hor- 
rors to the ſcene. The gentle, the faith- 
ful Daphne ſhrieks.—Her lamentations 
pierce his ſoul.—Not to ſee them is 
death.—W hat then has he to fear from 
flying to their ſupport ?—Hais preſence 
may do wonders, —They will diſguiſe, 
they will conceal him, and ſtern Juſtice 
Mall all-unavyailing demand its facrifice. 


I w1LL not ſport with your ſenſibility 
ſo far as to ſend you this humble hiſtory 
mcomplete; but, humble as its ſorrows 
are, I muſt pauſe before I give you the 
3 Or. 
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Tux morning came, and found poor 


Dorilas unchanged in his reſolves; 
to which end he got employed as far 


diſtant as poſſible from his corps. He 


performed little miracles; no burthen 


was too heavy for his ſhoulders- no 
hillock too ſtubborn for his ſpade. It 


became neceſſary to ſend to the little 


ale-houſe at the extremity of the Heath | 
for ſomewhat that was wanting: —he 
ſolicited to be the meſſenger, and did 


not ſolicit in vain: but no ſooner was. 


he aſſured he had got out of his com- 
rades ken, than he ſet forward with a 
beating heart for the village of his Mo- 
ther—of his Daphne—of all that was. 
dear to him. 5 TX 
Tk ſhades of night returned; - he 
neverthelgls continued his march :— 


neither hedge nor ditch could impede 


his paſſage— until, entering a town on 
DG —iv the 
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the frontiers of his native county, at day- 

break, he heard the outcry of, That 

is hel that muſt be him !”—He caſt 

his eyes around—the ftricken deer be- 
gan to weep : no opening remained for 
1 his eſcape.— His youth, his beauty, his 

ſimplicity, could not touch their callous 

hearts: he was exultingly. ſeized, and 
' thrown into a fearful dungeon. * 


HERE he lay, however, but a few 
hours, before a light cart was brought 
for his more ſpeedy reconveyance to the 
Camp. His hands were roughly tied be- 
hind him; but his grief was now too 
big for tears: he bowed his head to his 

ſtern fortune, and unreſiſting, uncom- 
Plaining, aſcended the dire vehicle. 


His eyes were fixed on vacancy dur- 


ing the whole period of hi Ta 
not an object did he di 
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the many that Preſented themſelves.— 


was brought forth ;—and by the follow- 
ing little morſel of natural eloquence 
melted the hearts of every individual. 


2 
Y 1 = 3 "IE? 
"On I 


F 2 reached the Camp the ſight of 
4 him excited various ſenſations, accord- 
I ing to the hard-nature or humanity of 
9 the beholders :—he was ſhut up in cloſe 
A durance. 

9 Tus Court Martial aſſembled: —he 
1 


&© ] am a moſt unhappy youth To 
 « favea mother from death I fled from 
my duty. Would I could do as much 
by dying for that fault - But ſhe is 
<«. broken-hearted, that is the ſin 1 
* ought to be puniſhed for ;>and 1 
have no wiſh to live—no mercy to aſk 
but that my untimely fate may be 
« kept from her ann and the 
knowledge GR — 


% COX HEATH. 


No doubt he meant his Daphne; 
but words failed him, and he wept bit- 
terly for more than a ſecond; when re- 
covering himſelf he added: * 


« Tis not what Jam about to ſuffer 

te that wrings my heart thus; tis their 

| «* ſuffering; and I hope it will be be- 
| ge lieved, when I behave like a man, hat 
| « js the only cauſe. Thoſe who have 
„ mothers, I know, will pity—thoſe who 
have not muſt—if they can deſpiſe 
% me. I have done, and ſubmit my- 

2 ſelf to my Judges.” — The trial was 
ſhort.— and he was ſentenced to be ſhot. 


Tux day of execution was a day of 
ſorrow to all ranks on the Heath. The 
ſtory of his love was in every mouth :— 
his merit—his mother's affection and 
illneſs his motives for deſertiun—his 
youth—his figure—and how he had wrote, 
with an however rude pencil, in ſeveral 


> rr 
2 
* 


4A N 
parts of his dungeon, the lines of a 
Song made in the late Rebellion by an 
unfortunate young man, who, like him. 
ſelf, when under condemnation, was 
more anxious about her he loved, 
than any thing relating to his own con- 
dition: 7 


Come, Deach! oh come, thou friendly op? * 
And with my ſorrows lay me low: 

And ſhould the gentle virgin weep, 

Nor ſharp nor laſting be her woe ! 

Then may ſhe think, where-&er ſhe be, 

No more of my diſtreſs nor me, &c, 


which were ſo applicable, ſo pathetic, 
ſo touching But the law demanded its 


atonement, - and the poor amiable youth 
mult bleed. 


F 


Taz detachment appointed to con- 
duct him to the fatal ſpot are at his 
priſon-door. —He advances —compoſed, 
8 reſigned,” 
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- reſigned, manly. He falls into the pro- 
ceſſion. Not a dry eye can be en- 
countered except his own; he Ine eels 
down, claps his hands together in the 


fervor of ſilent devotion :—his Daphne, 


his mother, his own ſalvation—he ſcarce- 
ly knows which is moſt dear to him.— 
His executioners are duly arranged — 
he is whiſpered to aſk if he is ready—he 
pulls his cap over his face—drops his 
handkerchief.—and—inſtead of the ex- 
pected death Heaven and Earth | how 
beautiful is mercy ! Well might the im- 
mortal Bard pronounce it twice bleſſed 
he has a pardon read to him—his Ma- 
jeſty's moſt gracious pardon, in pity 
to his youth, on condition that he ſhall 
enter into the African ſervice. The 
blood ruſhes into his cheeks—then back 
with rapidity to his heart. —He is bled 
by an attending ſurgeon ;—but the 
recollection of his mother and his 


Daphne's joy, at having him thus 
ſnatched 


A N G 
matched from the grim tyrant's gripe, 
is the cordial that reſtores him. — And 
reſtored he ſhall be, in every ſenſe of the 
word! The hand that was extended in 
the hour of his extremity, will not 
leave its work unaccompliſhed. In- 
ſtead of perpetual exile, he ſhall be con- 
ſtituted a monument of royal benevo:- 
lencez and his gratitude to his Prince, 

and his filial piety, ſhall be the firſt of 
moral leſſons to the ſons and daughters 


by which the corner of his . is 
inhabited. . 5 3 


THrzRE' is a tale of woe converted in» 
to glad tidings John Drew and his 
_ miſtreſs were immortalifed by the pen 
of Pope; could I then forbear to weave 
the thread of this pity-moving ſtory into 
my Camp Annals, of which, indeed, 
I fear it will be conſidered the chief 
ornament ? Be it ſo, for the honour of 


* 1 ** 
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Bur perhaps I ſhould, or more pro- 
perly perhaps I need not by this time 
inform you, that, next to the royal 
clemency, this youth is indebted for 
his preſent exiſtence to y Mrs. Mild- 
'l may, the univerſal, the never-failing 
k friend of her ſpecies. What luxury 
to a mind, turned as her's is for the 
enjoyment of every good, every liberal 
action, to have the power of ſaving 
a life—of ſtanding between a worthy 
creature and all the horrors of a legal 
cutting-off!—She is, however, the only 
woman I cannot envy the reward of 
her feelings. Her purſe—the utmoſt 
exertion of her intereſt were but barely 
ſufficient on this occaſion to gain her 
defired point; it being judged neceſſary 
this poor youth ſhould die, in terrorem, 
iyr the general benefit. 
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Ax now having ſpun out my Letter 
to ſuch an inordinate length, I can only 
un 


Juſt aſk” you how you do ;—and aſfure 

you, that if my wiſhes can avail you ig 
any circumſtance of human felicity, none 
will poſſeſs a larger ſhare than your- ö 
ſelf. en one here kiſles 1 8580 Hande, 


And am, Kc. e- 


5 


EIL Rivzns, 


wy 
%s 


LETTER 1. 


+ HE reportof theday i is, | that kis Ma- 
jeſty's marquee is packed up in or- 


der to be pitched on the Heath, as 


the great preparatory for his reception. 
I am elated at the news; for when 
his gracious ſelf ſhall walk from tent 
to tent, the characters of loyalty and 
well-meriting, ſo ſtrongly traced out in 


wy dear father's countenance, muſt en- 


gage 
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gage him to curioſity, to liberality 3 
nay, I will be ſo bold as to write it, 
to juſtice. 


| Tux Queen too is expected What 


an enlivening of the female troops will 


her preſence prove !—To excel each 
other is now the emulation z---and as 
the paſſion is a narrow one, it gives 


birth to many ridiculous conteſts, all 


which will ceaſe when once the appear- 
ing well in the eyes of Majeſty becomes 
the ambition, 


WꝝIAr a model for the 888 4003 
the good-ſenſe of our royal CMA - 
LOTTE hold forth Dreſs, in her hands, 
fulfils all the duties of its inſtitu- 
tion; it adds to the native amiable- 
neſs of the perſon, and, inſtead of daz - 
zling the eye, conveys the moſt forci- 
ble impreſſion to the mind of the ele- 

a gance 
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gance and taſte by which it is dic- 


Mon arrry too has high obligations 
to this Queen of queens,---Conjugal fe- 
licity had begun to be deemed, by our 
Wits, conjugal folly ; and to love and 


obey, a certain token of a tame and 


-abje& ſpirit ;--- when, lo! the Royal 
Pair took the lead,---reſcued the ho- 
nourable eſtate of Matrimony from ridi- 
cule - and, by maintaining their ground 
for more than ſixteen fucceeding years, 
muſt have effectually rooted out every li- 
bertine pique and libertine principle; 
inſomuch that I truſt the riſing genera- 
tion will be found turtles, not only in 
the article of choice, but conſtancy to 
their mates, and live and die honouring 
the higheſt point of friendſhip and ſo- 
cial intercourſe in human exiſtence. 


You” 


22 COXHEATH: 


You will Judge by this 8 on 
Marriage, that my ſwain and I keep 
up our ſoft underſtanding; — nor are 
you miſtaken : but nothing is more 
diſtant in our proſpe& or intentions 
than that cataſtrophe. ----I love him, I 
own it, for his behaviour to my father: 
and he loves me, becauſe - becauſe it is 
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reaſon for all uncommon events; as. 


hanging, drowning, wedding, &c. &c. 


| Harry is it for me, and right happy 
do I deem it, that you was not born 


to follow a Camp. Had you been 
born to it, it would have been your 


fate and if your fate, how could you 
have been to blame for it? For thus 


would even my fair friend have argued, 


if my brother and her, not having the 


fear of God or man. before their eyes, 


rather than ſubmit to a temporary ſepa- 
| ration, 


JJ 23 
ration, had made a runaway match 
of it: - and thus argue all the lively 
and raſh damſels who figure away on 
= the North road, when ſmarting under 
& -- the conſequences of their ill conduct. 
But to return to myſelf :---my happi- 
neſs in your abſence ariſes from the be- 
lief that this youth of my approbation 
mvwould have tripped up my brother's 
I heels in your favour, at the ſame time 
that you had oufled me from his heart. 
* Ha! ha! ha! I muſt laugh at the 
. pickle you would have found your- 
ſelf in 


Married is haſte, 


On my word, you would have repented at 
leiſure; | 4 


for, to be ſure, the ſun never ſhone on 

ſo perfect a being Why Ferdinand, 
. madam, is a ſcarecrow to him !---Oh 
thou of little faith! 


— 


— Hap _. 
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Sk abs eos paſſion, I ſhould have 
concluded, from Lydia's and your mode 
of bearing it, that it had been a ſad- 


dening ſort of a buſineſs, and that 


ſighs, &c. were its natural and only 
food.---So far from it, however, that 
the paſſion is as lively and as amuſing 
a paſſion as can be felt, provided it is 
lighted up in a lively heart. That, I 


grant you, is an eflential.circumſtance z + 
for if it is not prophane to borrow the 
Scripture language on the occaſion, | 
« yith the ſorrowful it will be ſorrow- 


ful, and with the gay it will be gay,”— 
moſt complaiſantly . the ton of the 
mind it inhabits. Te 
P Lyo1a, you know, has a fine penſe- 
roſo turn of countenance, and a cadence 


of expreſſion that goes right to the 


heart Love, therefore, appears to 
ö UF 


.- 
Of 
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infinite advantage in her perſon.— In | 
my face, which is honoured, like the 
Empreſs Poppœa's, with a little cock- _ 
vp noſe, the playfulneſs of this playful 
divinity condeſcends to be viſible. A 
picture of our ſeveral looks would pro- 
duce, if not a pleaſing, a very whims. 
ſical contraſt. ——But enough, you will 
Fay, of this trifling. | 


WHrarT Rriog ihall I then touch as a 
uniſon to your feelings ?------The whole 
round of poſſible ſubjects is open to 
my pen. In like manner with our firlt 
Parents, but one prohibition, | one re- 
ſtraint is impoſed ; yet do I wiſh more 
anxiouſly to indulge myſelf on the for- 
bidden, than to enjoy all the given 
topics. Hence it is plain, that every 
child of mortality is an Eve. ' 


You would have me remember, the 
Vo. II. 'C penalty 
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penalty of my tranſgreſſion will. not ad- 
mit a compariſon with what the was to 
incur :---but diſobedience, | N young 
Lady, is diſobedience, let the Quantity 
be what it may; and you muſt excuſe 
my falling into the commiſſion of it 
only to gratify an Eveiſh inclination in 
us both—1 to write, and you to read, 
| things that. ought not to be read 2 


5 


0 4 * * % Me 
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written. | . 


Mas. Mil pv wiſhes my father 
could obtain a garriſon- appointment in 
return for his ſervices, that he might | 
retire no leſs from the fatigues, than a 
dangers of the field. Five wounds, 
ſhe obſerves; he bas received in five 
ſucceſſive engagements, though Provi- 
dence has gracioufly (a word ſhe utterz 
| mentally only) ſpared his face ; ; which 
is ſurely ſufficient to entitle him, to ſuch 
A eon and Which, by the bye, 
ö 1 F 
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F have Tome notion ſhe 1 is now exerting 
her intereſt to obtain for him, N 


Ir is, ſays Beliſarius, che e mir 
of a Prince not to be able to reward all 
blood ſpilt in his ſervice: —it is, how- 
ever, certain, that George, our preſent 
King, carries a liſt of his Military as 
well as Naval Officers in his pocket, 
and reviews, if not directs, every pro- 
motion they paſs through. Would 
one then believe it poſſible for ſuch a 
- man as my father to ſtand ſucceſſive 
years thereon unnoticed? From the 
campaign of the celebrated Wolfe to 
the year x778, has he been a Lieute-. 
' nant.- -Now, methinks, it ſhould ſtrike 
whoever ſtops a moment upon this 
ground, that a ſoldier muſt be either 
very unworthy, or very much neglect. 
ed, to hold one and the ſame rank for 
ſuch a FRG of time: but this | is one 

C2 
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of the points that puzzles me, and 
which J am clear 1 Gall; never He "ne 


to develope. r 12 


1 are een it ſeems, at the 
idea of our preſent ſituation z and tell 
me, that from all you can pick 2 
of my deſcriptions, the ſimilar « confu⸗- 
ſion of Character S. Pr Ve „all 8+ in 1 
as of tongues at the building of Babel. 
| But I muſt beg your pardon it chat: 
I | La line is not only drawn, büf drawn 
1 ſo nicely, that there is no more danger 
of ning with Ladies of a certain caſt, 
#. than if their profeſſons were wrote on 
1 their foreheads. You. arc curious to 
9 Know how this point can be managed. 
I will tell you: —- All men, I hope, 
are born with -a ſenſe! off name; ſome 
men I know are born With A. ſenſe: of 
honour Land, what is not 2 little re- 
«5A the more 2b bertine the prin. 
1 
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N 
"ove 
— 
. 
8 


ciples are in e the more W 
you find them in particular inſtances 
This, you will ſay, is a paradox; nor 
do I expect you ſhould ſolve it. Mark 
me, then, for I will eon daf to 
TO are on the inen en E204 


+; is Fey lin mind 1 bad | 
Wit gh : females: in the regulation orf 
our Conduct), that though they go 
about decking whom they may devour 
in the perſons of the wives, daughters, 
and ſiſters of the Community, they, are 
ſtill ſure to watch over their rela- 
tives like the Heſperian- dragon: -nay, 
a ſingle peep at a damſel ſo em 
has often t mortal. e RA 
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A Canal is "6 2 Aide 
houſhold. United. in a common cauſe, . 
the cauſe of their Country, they inſen» 


* fall into 2 domeſtic, unity, In a 
1 word, 
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word, as the men are all brothers, ſo 


the women are conſidered by them as 


ſo many ſiſters, whoſe fame they mutt 


defend, and whoſe morals they | ought 
to preſerve from contamination. Hence, 


in all the intercourſe between the ſexes, 
friendſhip and politeneſs mark the 
bounds ;—and believe me, nothing elſe 
could prevent its being a” ſcene of li- 
centiouſneſs and carnage. — As for the 
midnight-revels of theſe ſons of Mars, 
no modeſt eye or ear has the remoteſt 


. acquaintance with them ; and though 


the dreſſing and the good-natured Ladies, 


as in the metropolis, come abroad un- 


bluſhing, and compoſe as it were a 
common multitude, at exerciſe, airings, 
&c. &c. they never attempt to tread 
the honourable ground v2 oceupy.—— 
Oh ye faireſt of Nature's works, Why 


-nours which await the daughters, of 


A» wy 
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Chaſtity En this reſpect, Virtue bears 
its reward in its hands. — At their ap- 
proach, the cloven foot of Vice is 
clapped behind its choiceſt votaries. 
Can any homage exceed this? — The 
Bacchanalian roar is checked — the 
tongue of ſenſeleſs ribaldry is filenced 
the manners are humanized—and fo 
pleaſurable 1s this ſeeming conſtraint, 
that the occaſion is voluntarily ſought, 
and the period of experiencing it is di- 
ſtinguiſhed by the moſt reverential epi- 
_ t—it is 


The fat of realan, wy the flow of b 


the ſoft, the ſoothing, the foetal; 
hour the fountain-head of elegance; 
the high poliſh of the maſculine cha- 
racter. The contraſt has too much ſha- 
dow for my pencil; I therefore leave it 
to. be pictured by a a Hen and be: 
een Wt 
C4 1 au 
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I am become ſo expert an horfewo- 
man, that my toe no ſooner touches 
the gallant hand extended for my al- 


diſmount with equal grace and agility; 
and ſo totally changed is the courſe of 


natural events, that many a Beau and 


Belle who, before this encampment, 
would have ſcorned to be vaſible until 
noon, are now met en cheval on the 
Hcath by four, or at lateſt by five, in 
the morning; where they, unſhrink- 


ing, abide the dew ;---behald the glo- 


ries of the riſing ſun drink their 
chocolate, as the Jews eat their paſſo- 
ver, with their whips upheld, and the 


_ ſeed. pawing with impatience to be 


gone ;. then ſcamper away to ſee Who 
and Who is together, and feaſt their 


eyes on en manœuvres. 
22 . 
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nameleſs, on their.» firſt arrival at the 
Hcath, were ſo awkward and unpro- 
miſing in all their movements, that it 
was deſpaired ever to bring them inte 
any tolerable training. But, to ſheu 
Your what induſtry and practice can ef- 
fect, they are the moſt perfect in their 
evolutions of any Corps in the field; 
and, inſtead of the toot-toot<tooting! 
they uſed to keep up, fire with the 
ſkill and harmony with which your ma- 
ſterly muſicians ſtrike the furs Wat F 
wing "_ a en chorus. 85 
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My a+ bar a FA of 
ſenſations would that little heart of 
yours prove, if you could ſee him at 
exerciſe. | —His uniform is diſtinguiſhed- . 
by a ſomewhat of ornament in its lapelle 
from the common ſoldiers; but his 
Tank is Nr n with we Jlowelt. 
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1 -TMacine him drawn out—the- com- 


lj manding officer (perhaps a corporal) in 
th front: To the right the left the 
Bi. | | : 5 
ih front - the rear—advance—retire— 


heel - charge —preſent fire. What 
a thouſand accidents might befal a 
lover under ſuch circumſtances ! —what 
infinite fatigues muſt he not endure . 
A detachment moves off—it is his day 
of duty. Behold him ſtationed before 
the tents, at due diſtances—his fuſee 
on his ſhoulder.—He traverſes the ſpot 
of his limitation—he is weary—reſts on 
his arms—walks again. A cloud ga- 
thers around the wind blos - the light- 
ning beſpeaks a fearful ſtorm at hand. 
It arrives: the cloud burſts over your 
lover's head :—he ſeeks ſhelter in his 
box, but, alas! it has no door to ſcreen 
him from the tempeſt.—It is the hour 
of relieving the ſentinels :—A little body 
+of men preſent themſclves for the pur- 

| Poſe.— 
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poſe. The uſual ſalutes are interchang- 
ed, in ſpite of the raging elements; but 
it is not to the guard-room' he is to be 
conducted: all wet as he is, he is only 
put on a new watch-and the pitileſt 
pelting of the Heavens will be over be- 
fore his interval of repoſe arrives. Von 
-weep—Renounce then every idea of be- 
ing the wife of a Soldier;—for be Woo | 
either 


Shad honour loving you, 


or he muſt not love at all, Would you 
diſgrace the man of your heart—fix an 
indelible ſtain on his character - bo 
his head down with ſhame - point the 
finger of Scorn againſt his perſon, and 
all this to purchaſe an inglorious ſafe- 
ty? No- ſurely no -ſtrength of mind 
becomes our ſex.— As it is ours to re- 
ward, ſo we ought to inſpirit our fa- 
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perform wonders in your name. It 
ſhall be his miſtreſs's blow that fells 
his enemy at his foot: in her name ſhall 


3% COX HEAT AH: 
vourite Hero.— The young Cadet ſhall 


he conquer; and her applauſe ſhall 
be his brighteſt wreath, his 71) p 
crown. | N 


| Recover this—and: you ſhall 1055 fur- 
ther from 


Tour, &. 


'ELLA Rivsss. 
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Cage Ela! Why 1 will you "thus 

"continually tear open the wounds 
of my heart? No ſooner does reaſon, 
Alial duty, and neceſſity begin to heal 
them, than your pen penetrates them to 
the quick they bleed afreſh, their ut- 
moſt anguiſn is renewed, and their cure, 
alas ! becomes a ten- fold labor. Is 


"MATERNAL tenderneſs once conceal- 
ed a Hero.—A Hero, Ella, (as Homer 
tells us) did not diſdain to wear a femi- 
nine habit for his diſguiſe. No reflee- 
tion is, however, caſt on the ſon's or on 
the mother's conduct: parental feelings 
ſanctified the deed.— Will you require 
the ſofter paſſion to do vialtte on itſelf, 

. and 
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and betray to ſlaughter, from eng g 
1 8 the . of i its feen i * 
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I Love ther e of 1 cindy of 
Mahomet, for one ſweet thought which 
he has given to his dying Palmira: 
When the heart is pure (lays ſhe), 
* ſmall is the difference, eaſy is the 
„ change—a lover's paſſion for a ſiſter's 
4 fondneſs,” May I not then, without 

the ſmalleſt deviation from the female 

character, experience the cares, the fears 
of friendſhip, the ſacred friendſhip of 

maternity, where your brother is con- 
cerned ? Brought up as we were to- 
| ** may not his perſon, his ſafety 
be dear to me, compatibly with the 
niceſt ſenſe of delicacy, and the ermine 
of modeſty ? But you are no longer the 
ſoft, the ſympathiſing Ella, —A Camp 
is the fit reſidence. only of Amazonian 
.dames.—Cupid, inſtead of repoſing on 
.his 


A N OV E . TY 
his ndern lap, there reſts his head on 
the hard boſom of Mars.—T he clangor 
of arms is familiar to his ear; his little 
heart feels not the dying groans ; fierce- 
neſs and ambition tip the darts he ſcat- 
ters around; ſcars, ſhattered limbs, 
are eſtimated beauties by his Camp- 
votaries; and the paſſion he inſpires, 
is transferrable at will. The living hero 
rivals the dead tramples on his corpſe 
inſults his manes.— Ferdinand, your 
Ferdinand for ſuch is the cuſtom of 
the World, I muſt not call him mine, 
though as nearly allied. to him by every 
affectionate tie—was not born for ſuch 
ſavage ſcenes: his heart is gentle. But 

I forbear :—L may weep, Ella the ſong 
you quote upon me allows it: — Les, * 
. 9 weep, though he "Yr 90. 


- di father «Sw cnquizes 1 the 
- amiable girls,——T hat 1 18 his diſtinction; 5 
not 
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not chooſing to mention a name offen- 
five to his ears: ſo liable, in number- 
leſs inſtances, is the human mind to 


err, and miſtake the beſt ene 1 


the worſt foes. . n 


1 BAvx not the courage, I own, to 
ke the experiment; 
ſtanding your opinion of — 55 F art l 
nand, I am more than half perſuaded, 
if he knew all, he would relax his 


high claims for his daughter, and ſit 
down content with giving her happi- 


On the rigid principles of virtue, 
Mr. Rivers? conduct may, perhaps, be 
virtuous: but what think you of your 
brother's flexibility and my reſignation? 


He has not only been broke in upon 
in his tender ſchemes, but forced out 


ol the profeſſional track his nature and 
| education 


475 
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education ſo well fitted him to purſue: 

Ahe is not a man for blood-ſhedding, 
but preaching the goſpel of peace.—As 
to my merit on the occaſion, I leave it 
to your own juſtice to determine, 


'LyDta, at the preſent period, is my 
moſt agreeable correſpondent. Her pen, 
though ſhe labours apparently to con- 
ine it to chearful ſubjects, will deviate 
into the pathetic, the ſympathetic.— 
Yours is all levity or ſatire. The firſt 
hurts me; the ſecond alarms me: for 
ſatire is a mark of ſelf· poſſeſſion ill. 
ſuited to the circumſtances of your | 
friend ; and the gentle, generous turn 
of ſentiment 1 always gave 1125 credit 
for. 5 
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ma 


Is the tale of your Recruit, for ex · i 
ample, you ſhould have ſpared me, 
ſoftened 
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ſoftened as I am by my difappoine- 
ments, and not have intereſted me even 
to the pointed pieces for his deſtruction. 
I had nearly loft the delightful ſurprize 
your playfulneſs intended me, by my 
tear of tribute to the untimely fate of 
one ſo worthy : but, luckily,” a word 
caught my eye, which bg ved = 
mourning into IR 0 > 


_ Warar a prize, my dear, have you 
drawn in the Lottery of Life !—A 
youth of fortune, of accompliſhments, 
of liberality, follows you like your 


= F; ſhadow ; unchecked, unconſtrained, even 

W | in that father's FOE to whom I am 

© | ; | indebted for all my But no mat- 
s if ter-the goodneſs of hs heart ſanctiſies 
the auſterity of his proceedings in your 

. ſight; and poor I am deemed a peev- 


Mi, fretful girl, who cannot truſt her 
loyer's 


1 n U 0 a 


W lover's conſtancy, or rely on his truth, 
at the diſtance of two or threeſcore 
mie, | 


T- $HALL. write to your fiſter next 
poſt; and as I am not ſufficiently 
pleaſed with you to put any.commiſſion 
into your hands, will not ſo much as 
remember Ferdinand, but conclude 
myſelf | 5 


Ca ROLINE FLETCHER, 


LETTER 


322 - Y 
. 8 


„„ Mul rA. 


; 4 7 
. * - 1 * . 7 „ . 
f 4 * ** . of ” g 4 
o w 0 
1 5 T 4. ; 4 pI 
E . 4 
£ 0 4 A * 2 
o 
- E * 1 + < 
1 . 
0 » 4 4 * 
4 1 = 


; i 

Ta. E Royal e at: our 
plains. You have, no doubt, 

read the pompous deſcription of it in- 
| ferted in the news-papers. Fighting 
in foppery is a truly Britiſh idea; but 
believe me, the martial rather than the 
princely character has been the object, 
in the conſtruction of this celebrated 
Camp-Equipage ; and, though perfect- 
ly compleat, it is totally free from: 975 
rade, tinſel, and folly. BCE 


Tus Londoners had been down to 
view the ſpot marked out for its erec- 
tion; they now pour in upon us in 
their one horſe chaiſes, to feaſt their 
eyes after a ſtill more delicious man- 
ner; 


0 2 of" 4 


9 ner; — men, women, and children. 


Bleſſed Heaven] that in ſo ſenſible a 
land ſome ſtatute is not inſtituted, as 
in caſes. of lunacy, whereby the body, 

purſe, and reputation of the individual 
may, be ſecured on 'certain occaſions. 


| Though let me correct myſelf :!—The 


Camp: influenza ſpares neither age nor 
ſex z therefore my ſcheme for the be- 
nefit and honour of my Wen would 


be eee 


 A-HanzrDA SHER, „hie ks a young 
damſel his lady's (lifter, and a little boy 
and girl his children, arrived at the deſir- 
ed haven about four oꝰ clock yeſterday af. 
ternoon in à one-horſe chaiſe, ſtowed. 
together, you may be ſure, as cloſe as 
bale SIR for an eee 

Tur aa is han ww in 
length. T he poor beaſt ſtood panting 
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and wagging his tail with fatigue, in- 

ſomuch that it was thought, if they at- 
tempted to make it draw them the ex- 
tent of the ſcene they came to view, he 
would fall down dead in their ſervice: 
he was therefore led gently on to the 
little alehouſe (already immortalized by 
my pen), in order to be refreſhed, &c. 
and his conductor had orders to return 
with another horſe, (if another could 


be had for love or money) to convey 
them to > Maidſtone, 


Tae company then adjourned to a 


1 houſe, or rather tent, of public reſort 
£4 " | on the Heath, to recover their ſpirits 
F: after ſo long a journey, and adjuſt their 
x head-dreſs. But ſuch was their impa- 


tience to enter into the amuſements of 

the place, that they ſallied forth in leſs 
than half-an-hour to walk over the 

ground I have deſcribed. 95 

TIE 
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Tur woman was, it ſeems, far ad- 
vanced in her pregnancy, and the chil . 
dren had never had the ſmall- pox. 
The heat of the weather was exceſſive, 
and the toils they had paſſed through 
ſevere: they nevertheleſs advanced 
from tent to tent — that 1s, peeped in 
as they paſſed by and ſtopped a ſe- 
cond or ſo at each ſucceeding marquee. 


Mas. HABERDASHER (for I have for- 
got her name) began by this time to 
feel herſelf much indiſpoſed. Her co- 
jour went and came, *till her huſband 
took the alarm. But what was to be 
done? She muſt either deny the charge 
of ill health, or conſent to quit the 
delightful field. She preferred the gra- 
tifying her curioſity to every other 
conſideration, until ſhe fainted away in 
her ſiſter s arms. 
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A LIxEVTEN AN, near whoſe marquee 
ſhe was, humanely permitted her to 
be conveyed there, little foreſeeing 
the conſequence; — for lo! ſhe was 


ſoon announced in labour, and incapa- 
ble of being removed. The Lieutenant 


was at his wits end ;---and on commu- 
nicating his diſtreſs to ſome of his Bro- 


ther-Officers, found the laugh ſo much 


againſt him, that he execrated himſelf 
no leſs than the trick his evil ſtars had 
played him. 


Contrary, however, to all expecta- 
tion, ſhe grew ſo much better as to be 
put into a carriage, and reached a farm- 
houſe, before ſhe made her huſband a 
preſent of another daughter. 


Tux report this morning is, that ſhe 
is quite as well as can be expected, but 
that the little hoy and girl, dragged 

from 


but 


rom 
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from London on this Camp expedition, 
have ſickened, it is believed, for the 
ſmall-pox; and, to crown the whole, 

the man's circumſtances, on enquiry, . 
prove to be ſuch, as threaten him with 
a W by Chriſtmas next. 


Yer don't be ſevere, my lovely girl, 
on this inconſiderate and unhappy pair; 
but remember the hundreds of equally 
abſurd and extravagant people the ſun 
has ſhone upon, within theſe few 
months, in this quarter of the king- 
dom, and, in pity of their neceſſities, 
draw a veil over their folly. 


Tax few guineas to have been ex- 
pended in this moſt pleaſurable jour- 
ney were, moreover, borrowed on 4/#- 
rious terms: Mrs. Mildmay, even Mrs. 
Mildmay, ſhakes her head; but her 
heart will be open ; and perhaps what 

Yr bb D nod 
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now appears their greateſt misfortune, 
may turn out the ground-work of their 


future proſperity: ] inſiſt upon it you 
have charity enough to join me in an 
Amen! | | 


As I came from Mildmay-Hall, a 
few hours ago, what a ſight for the 
honour of Britain did my eyes encoun- 
ter Two fingle-horſe chaiſes having 
met in their paſſage to and from the 
Camp, the phactons would needs diſ- 
pute the way with each other. The 
gentleman and his family whoſe horſe's. 
head was turned from the metropolis, 
claimed his privilege; — the gentleman 
bound for London aſſerted his right to 
keep the road, and heroically declared, 
he would ſit there till midnight rather 
than ſubmit to break the way. 


. Tais cool infolence (for he bid fair 
2 to 
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to hold his reſolution) ſo wound up his 
opponent, that he gave him notice of 


the ſhock he was about to receive. He 


remained immoveable until the jad- 
ed animal, making one great effort to 
fulfil the wiſhes of his maſter, pulled 


the carriage, under the weight of which 
his ſhoulders groaned, 3 for- | 
ward—and behold ! they were both in- 
ſtantly overſet. ; 


Tr: condition at our approach was 
no leſs whimſical than diſaſtrous. The 


ladies —— for there was a brace in 


each chaiſe—were beyond all deſcrip- 
tion diſcompoſed: — cuſhions, curls, 
black pins, overſpread- the ſpot of their 
humiliation ; and ſhe who had dif- 
played fine auburn locks before her 
tall, was covered with confuſion to 
find nothing left on her head but a ew, 
grey hans 
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Moxzovzt, a ſilk ſhoe tamboured 
in high taſte, being torn from a fair 
damſels foot, betrayed thoſe fractures 
in the toes of her ſtocking, ſhe had 
omitted to repair. in her impatience to 
reach che Camp. Diſgrace and expo- 
ſure was, however, the only conſe- 
quence of their miſconduct; and as Mrs. 
Mildmay conceived they were too near 
the Heath alchouſe to incur any danger 
by the accident, the bid her coach- 
man go on, and left them to refit them 
ſelves at leiſure, ſaying, „we ſhould | 
« always diſtinguiſh berween the ridicu- 
60 lous and the unfortunate; and though 
4e we relieve the latter, rather promote 
& than oppoſe the Juſt puniſhment of the 
« * former,” fi 


TrzsE are, nevertheleſs, the daily RX 
incidents we meet with. Clouds of duſt _ 
darken the air, and the clatter of car- 

riages 


riages ſtun the ear; but the true point 
of folly is, that none but thoſe who 
can afford to ſtay ſome time amongſt us, 
can judge of our pleaſure or our 
pains, or carry at With them che 
nen idea of ON 
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1 nave got a new lover nothing 
leſs, I aſſure you, than the Chaplain of 
my father's regiment ; —a ſly, ſleek, in- 
ſinuating fellow, with a right honour- 
able patron at his back. This, my 
dear, muſt be the high road to the poor 
Lieutenant's promotion. Nor is it a 
random ſhaft, but a mortal wound he 
has received; and you muſt be pre- 
pared for the event, when you re- 
collect the yieldingneſs of my nature. 
He quotes whole texts of Scripture in 
ſupport of the wiſdom, the purity of 
his paſſion; at the ſame time that, in 
D 3 the 
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the true ſpirit of worldly- mindedneſs, 
he hints at the eligibility of the offer. 
W ſhall try hewfar it is my deſtiny 
to be the wife of. a Prieſt- a thorough- 
bred Prieit—who, I am ſatisfied, could 
not with-hold even his Cara Spoſa from 
his patron, ſhould the loan be requeſt- 
ed. ſo ſuper-abundant is his gratitude | 


F S onde = 3 ea tas * 
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No reply whatever will I make to the 
melancholy medley the laſt poſt brought 
me, but put up a bill in the pariſh- 
church of Mildmay-Hall for the reſto- 
ration of your  geod-bumour, the ab- 
ſence of which is the only abatement I 
can make in your claims to perfec. 
tion; and may the prayers of the con- 
| gregation prove ſucceſsful ! | 


I'am, &c. 


ELLA Rivers. 
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The Ds the cart has the air of a Lord, | 
HUG 1 we on There dies an Adonis! 
N if going to o Tyburn can ſo 
| improve a young fellow's figure, 
F. beg leave to aſk you, what effect 
falling in battle muſt have on the im- 
paſſioned heart! It is worth a man's 


while to get ſhot, to be ſo tender la- 
mented. 


Shouldͤſt thou, (bat Heav'n avert it 1 houldlt | 
thou bleed, 
To "oP Gy wounds my 25 lawn Id tear, &c. 


Such is the 1 of Prior's Emma 
ta her ſuppoſed fugitive, to engage 
him to permit her to ſhare all the mi- 
ſeries, the dangers of his exile.—I will, 
D 4 _ however, 
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however, own to you, as proof that I 
| am not quite callous, that even a ſham- 
[| fight, of which I was a ſpectator, has 
ſo unhinged me by its comparative 
view with the horrors, the carnage of a 
real one, that I begin to wiſh I had not 
the fin of diſobedience to anſwer for, 
leſt the death of my Soldier ſhould be 
my puniſhment. Well might my dear 
x mother ſeek to ſave her children's ſenſi» 
f bility from the ſtabs ſhe muſt have ex- 
Ii perienced during the five racking pe- 
riods my father was called forth to 
face the enemy! I am chilled at the 
bare recollection, and beſeech 5 to 
benefit by the hint. | 


How tenderly muſt I not then feel 
for our Lydia, and how earneſtly muſt I 
not wiſh, peace reſtored to her boſom, 
by the however miraculous reſtoration of 
the PI ſhe deplores, green to her again 

from 


A N © Þ © 
from death !—How it would endeara true 


lover l And thus, I inſiſt upon it, with 
few exceptions, is the meaſure of our hap- 


pineſs proportioned to the degree of diſ- 
treſs we have Patientiy ſuſtained. Pa- 


* aun is HO Wore” 


\Bbby hdwever 1 may affect to play the 


Stoic, I am at heart a mere, mere woman; 
nor can I raiſe my imagination to an idea | 
of diſtreſs beyond that of being ſeparated, 


for ever ſeparated, from the object of our 
ſofteſt attachment, our ſublimeſt friend- 
hip. An ugly tremor hangs upon my 
ſpirits. I would, but cannot ſhake it off; 


therefore, with your good leave, this ſhall | 


be (if my memory deceives me not) the 


ihorteſt letter "_ ever en received fre Ws 


. &c. 
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LETTER XXX. 


Heaven, that makes Mankind its care, 
Guards the Brave, to ſerve the Fair. 


| ada all in a flutter, my dear ma- 
dam! My pen trembles in my 


hand !—But life is nothing more than 


one great Romance; ſo you will, per- 
haps, be leſs 5 5 than myſelf at 
what I am about to relate. 


Ie was ſettled that our round of vi- 


fits hould run from Mildmay-Hall to 


my father's tent; from my father's tent 
to Melvin's; and from Melvin's to 
Mildmay-Hall; an etiquette highly- 
pleaſing to all parties. My father, I 
perceive, drew Melvin in to throw the 
connexion wider in the eyes of the 


Camp, and leave it doubtful, whether 


Ferdinand, or Ferdinand's young friend 
Was 


ND 59 


was the lord of the widow's withes, 
who, from her large fortune, is the lady 


of every unmarried man's wiſhes on the 
Heath. 


IT was now Mrs. Mildmay's turn to 
entertain, and the whole friendly circle 
was aſſembled at the Hall. — The dinner- 
bell had rung—the fervants had cover- 
ed the table according to the bill of 
fare when Melvin was informed a gen- 
tleman enquired for him. The Cake 
man was defired to walk in without ce. © 
remony, and partake of the family-din- 


_ner,—It was Captain Davies, of the 
Eaft- Indiaman. 


I Horz, Ladies,“ faid he, addreſ- 
ling Mrs. Mildmay and me, I ſhall 
« both ſurpriſe and oblige you for here 


M0 your admired ftranger,” introducing 
D 6 the 


. 


WW COLE A rt: 


the young fellow we had ſeen on thip- 
D 5 


My father jumped over the table, I 
believe, and Lydia ſwooned away in 
Ferdinand's arms.—It was Wilſon—the 
Wilſon whoſe death ſhe had ſo long and 
deeply deplored !—Fhe human nerves, 
madam, are not calculated to ſuſtain 
ſuch ſtrokes. —As for him, poor fellow 
he ſtood motionleſs, in one of thoſe fine 
attitudes we of this generation muſt 
never hope to behold again.—Garrick 
himſelf would have acknowledged the 
likeneſs; and there was nothing more 
wanting to render it a fifſt- rate theatri- 
cal ſcene, than Wilſbn's crying out, 
Let me not breatlin, leſt I deſtroy 
« this viſion. —Still, ſtill *tis here !— 


« without me, as within me. 'Tis 
« ſhe! *tis ſhe!?—In a word, Lydia 
revived, 


. 


* 
* * 
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revived, and we were the happieſt of 
mortals, * 


HE Wann we would not aſk him on 
that occaſion, for the particulars of his 


ſtory; it was a melancholy one, and 
would interrupt the general ſatisfac- 
tion. 


* RicuT! my own boy!” ſaid my 
father, ſhaking him again by the 
hand “ we have you once more 
% amongſt us, and we will enjoy your 
ce reſtoration, It will be time enough _ 
* to-morrow to tell us by what miracle 
ve obtained the W 4s 


THAT celebrated thought of Gay's 
is, my dear madam, tinctured by the 
gloom of his own diſappointments : 


Friendſhip, like Love, is but a name, 
Unlefs to one we flint the flame, 


fays 


C. DRK HA N: 
ſays he. Tis no ſuch thing, ſay. I. 


Friendſhip has its gradations, and Love 
is the achmez I mean the love that 
ends in matrimony : but never ſuppoſe 
that the liberal mind may not extend 
its connexion ad inſinitum, without loſing 
an atom of its force, its ſocial fire. 


Such, however, is my creed; and I 


find it ſupported by the opinion of the 
greateſt Writers, who can. be a Citizen 
of the world without this malleability of 
affections ; for Friendſhip, as well as 
Self. love, may be brought under that 
fine deſcription of Pope's: 


Friendſnip but ſerves the virtuous mind to wake, 
As the ſmall pebble ſtirs the peaceful lake; 

The center mov'd, a circle ſtrait ſueceeds, 

And ſlill another and another ſpreads : 

Friends, parents, neighbour, firſt it will embrace, 
Its country next, and next all human race. 


Tas love of a friend is but a more 
refined kind of Self-love.—A ſecond 
elf 


ſelf is a common epithet with polite au- 
thors ; the medicine of life, the great 


Solomon pronounces it; — and may 
this ſublime ſpark, this emanation of 


the Divinity, be the laſt extinguiſhed, 


and the laſt extinguiſhable part of my 


_ exiſtence This, if you think proper, 
may be called my rhapſody on friendſhip; 


but J am lifred up to the clouds, and the 


| higheſt human flight is all incapable. of 
doing juſtice to my feelings. Need I 
add, that we paſſed an evening of glori- 
ous ſatisfaction. 3 — 


Wilson would attend my father to 


Camp, and it was ſettled he ſhould ſleep 
with Ferdinand. — Captain Davies was. 
obliged to go early in the morning to 


Chatham, and ſtay the day; we therefore 


invited ourſelves to breakfalt with Mr. 


Rivers ſenior, whoſe marquee is ſo com- 


modiouſly ſituated, that we can haveeve- 
s ; p ry 
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ry thing fent in from a coffee - houſe and 
tavern in the rear of his line, on the ſhort- 


eſt notice. 


15 


I now truſt, all our rough ſtorms are 
blown over, and that my future epiſtles 
will be fraught with agreeable intelli- 


gence. Nothing, my ſweet girl, is want- 
ing but a golden ſhower, to enable Fer- 


dinand to aſk your hand with a good 
grace, and aſk it ſucceſsfully ; and ſhape 
out ſome courſe for a pair of true lovers, 
whoſe poverty is almoſt equal to their 


virtues ; and who cannot, like the Came- 


leon, feed on air—al/as, the trueſt love. 
—As for Melvin, he ſeems to look as if 
he was ſure of me; but perhaps he may 


find himſelf miſtaken. He is a very 
pretty fellow, and has a very pretty for- 
tune: An Eaſt-India Captain, is, howe- 


ver, at leaſt a twenty-thouſand-pounder ; 
| and 


N G 44 
and where the mind is diſintereſted, the 
odd five will never have ſufficient weight 
to turn the ſcale, We ſhall ſoon ſee how 
matters will go with | 


' Your moſt affectionate 


Eta RivERs, 
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LETTER XXII. 


UR breakfaſt this morning was a 
truly tragi- comic ſcene. The beaux 
and belles were no ſooner aſſembled, 
than Mrs. Mildmay, with a ſweetneſs 
that would unlock the cloſeſt heart, 
aſked Wilſon if he intended to reaſſume 


his military occupation. 
. Hz replied, with a glow of counte- 
nance that was a ſufficient comment on 
his words, No, madam; I will not 
& ſerve a Prince who can let Mr. Rivers 
rank at this time of day, and at home, 
% under his immediate cognizance, a. 
« Lieutenant !?? 


* 


How then, my generous: cavalier, 
& do you mean to diſpoſe of yourſelf ?” 


Hz. 
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ſwered, he was at preſent wholly un- 


determined, except as to the article of 
| LEO a ſoldier WP; 


ſaid Mrs. Mildmay, 1 would have 
« beſought you to accept, till ſome- 
ce thing better offered, of my land-ſtew- 
e ardſhip. There is a Lodge quite as 
agreeably ſituated, and quite as highly 
% finiſhed, as the Hall, only in minia- 
ture; where an amiable couple, I 


"ON wall think, could ſpend two or three 


£ „ hundred a-year very pleaſantly. - — 
. « Don't * think ſo, Mr. _— m i 


“TB happieſt and moſt eligible 
e ſituation on earth!“ 


may, it is, then, Mr. Wilſon is but 


„ 


He looked down, ſighed, and an- 


Ir you had been a married man,, 


„Wulr pity,” replied Mrs. Mild- 
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« juſt arrived in England ! The World 
« is ſo buſy, and at the ſame time ſo 
% good-natured, that was I to entertain 


« a batchelor in character of my homme 
* daffaires, they would inſtantly give 


him to me for a huſband. Had you 


e been a longer time amongſt us, I 
% ſhould not have deſpaired of ſeeing 


« you duly qualified for my great offi- 


& cer; but theſe matrimonial unions,” 
looking flyly at my father, & require 
„more patience and deliberation than 
% accords with my convenience; eſpe- 
& cially,” added ſhe, humouroufly view- 
ing Lydia and her ſwain, when the 


heart is wholly untouched, and has 


all its gradations to run through, of 


choice, acquaintance, and nuptial prepa- 


& ration.” 


“% You. ſhall not, my dear madam,” 


faid my father, always outgo me in 
&« kindneſs 


* 


& 


* perceive you have laid a trap for my 


« conſent. All that I could have aſked 


« of Heaven for a beloved. and amiable 
child, your goodneſs has provided; 
ce therefore take her, Wilſon ! My ap- 
proving voice, and the rad bleſ⸗ 
; Ag, is all . have Hex. PP, 


* 


' 
|, 


1 WAS * mae e * this de- 


nouemeut, that I burſt into tears of joy, 
when Melvin (I ſhall never forgive him 
the piece of wit, as I ſuppoſe he called 
it) haſtily ſeizing Mr. Rivers's hand, 


cried, And have you then no bleſſing 
« for me ?—Bleſs me, bleſs me alſo, 


% oh my father !*—which produced a 
laugh at my expence: but he may, 
perhaps, repent his vivacity as long as 
he 


kindneſs to my family; though I can 


2 Veox my Böen ad my fa- 
6 nn 
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ter, you are all in a plot againſt me; 


<c 


ce 


T 


ce 
cc 
cc 
| ce 
cc 
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and this, I imagine, appears to you 


my unguarded moment. But though 
you have my higheſt approbation, 


and are, I can perceive, perfectly en 


train with all parties, yet you muſt 


e excuſe me, if I let your matrimonial 


petition lie ſome little time longer un- 
anſwered on my table.—The. World 
has nothing to do with a young cou- 
ple Mrs. Mildmay has provided for; 
but ſhould you take Ella, the daugh- 
ter of a poor Lieutenant, during the 


campaign to wife, every mouth would 


\**tbe open againſt me, and I ſhould be 


5 {aid to have ſnapped at a young fellow 
while his reſolution was warm;— You 
« ought not, my dear Melvin, to look 
diſappointed; for my expreſſions 


ce 

cc 
ce 

cc 
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have painted my feelings 11], if they 
have not told you I ſhall be happy, 
at a proper period, to be allied to 


e you; 


A NOVEL. T 


<6 you; nor ſhall Ferdinand fail to find 
« me a father, if ever I have the power 
<« of proving myſelf ſuch,” 


HERE was ah. allüfton to thi.” 


cret avenue of our proſperity Why 
will this beſt of fathers be kind only by 


halves? Why not tell us, my dear ma- 


dam, the nature of his hopes, that we 


might hope with him? — But he has a 


right to do as he pleaſes, and J will 15 


content. 


Ms. MiLDMay propoſed having the 
wedding a private and a ſpeedy one. 


« We need not,” ſaid ſhe, give a hiſ- 


* tory of the young gentleman's preten- 


“ fions to the lady's hand, or mention 


« the era of their firſt - tender attach- 


« ment; it is ſufficient to announce 


*« them for man and wife to ſuch as 
* deſerve ſo much attention from us: 
« and 


r 
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« and as I really am diſtreſſed for a 


« perſon to ſupply poor Liſimore's 


“ place, and ſhall have my affairs in 


<« terrible derangement unleſs I am early 
« ſuited, I think next Monday (which 
is five days from this our conſulta- 
vs tion) ought to be the day.” 


My father ſubmitted the whole ma- 
nagement to her wiſdom and friendſhip 


and thus we ſhall have a M's. Wilſon 


next week in our Family. I ſhall expect 
a letter of congratulation—a chearful, a 
rejoicing letter from you on the e OCCa- 
ſion. | 

Mv father now enquired into the ad- 
ventures Wilſon had met with ſince their 
ſeparation, and received the following 
very extraordinary particulars: 


I was old Wilſon, as Lydia had 
A. 5 an 
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an account from her friend, by whoſe 
orders his return home with the litter 
was cut off, and his conſequential . 
treatment nearly ſuch as was de- 
ſcribed. Finding his father's: tem- 
per grow more and more auſtere and 


© inflexible; Frank, the ſon, began to 


meditate an eſcape, and reſolved to 
take all the dangerous chances on his 
head. He accordingly watched an 
opportunity, and with three piſtoles 
only in his pocket became a fu- 
gitive. | 
« On reaching a little town, he was 
kindly entertained by an old man and 
his wife, for the firſt night of his 
journeying; and early next morning 
ſet forward, to the beſt of his judg- 
ment, for the ſpot of my father's re- 
ſidence. The day was intenſely hot, 
and he was obliged to climb a tree to 
Vol Il. *Meles 
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« ſhelter himſelf from the ſcorching rays 
„of the ſun. In this ſituation, a ſort 
< of banditti came riotouſly along 
& and on perceiving him, in the wan- 


„changing their minds, he was com- 
% manded to deſcend, and ſhew cauſe 
„ why his life ſhould be ſpared. 


„ Wyar does valour avail a man 


„The thought of his beloved Lydia 
« gave a value to his exiſtence beyond 
„ even the ties of nature, and he re- 
„ ſolved to comply with every poſſible 
«& injunction, to ſoften, to ſoothe, to en- 
“ gage them to mercy : he therefore 
15 haſtened to preſent himſelf on his feet 
« before them; and replied to their 
1 interrogations, that he was a poor 
« unfortunate young man, who had fled 
from 


r 


ve tonneſs of their hearts were for ſhoot- 
< ing at him, as a good mark. But 


<* under ſuch circumſtances as theſe? 


* 


0 
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ce from a ſtern maſter, and was wander- 
« ing to a place where he hoped he 
* ſhould get employment. They ſur- 
« yeyed him in much the ſame manner 
<« as the Smithfield dealers do their 
« purchaſes; allowed him to be a very 
decent fellow; and that as his life 
would do them more good than his 
death, he ſhould live; ſo bid him be 
ſatisfied. They then opened a wallet, 
„ and ſpread what it contained of re- 
« freſhment on a bank, and ſuffered 
* him to participate ; after which they 
“ ſet off, and he was compelled to ac- 
company them. i 


* 


- 
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0 


* 


* 
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* 
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« Nivz days did he herd with theſe 
- ſavages ; —ſavages by nature, however 
« calling themſelves civilized ;— who 
e ſubſiſted by rapine, and ſanctified the 
e moſt daring outrages with the name of 
e retaliation, —The whole country, ſaid 

| E 2 A 


„ 


. 


& they, is in a ſtate of warfare - brother 


e againſt brother, ſon againſt father. We 


“free · booters then pay them only in 
& their own coin; and whether rebels or 
« loyal ſubjects, they deſerve to ſmart, 
eto teach them to feel for the diſtreſſes 
2 or theig wean us. | 

« In the courſe of their travels, they 
ce met with ſome Spaniſh agents, who 
« are employed to furniſh the Brazils, 
and the other poſſeſſions of his Moſt 


Catholic Majeſty, with flaves, &c. to 
„one of whom they ſold him ; and he 


% was ſoon put on board an. Acapulco 
« ſloop, and conveyed to a remote Part 
* of the South Continent. 


4 Taz perſon for W he had been 
“ purchaſed was an old gentleman, who 


<« had n repeated voyages to the Eaſt, 
„ « and 


and was ſuppoſed to be immenſely 
« rich; but having outlived a wife and 
« three beloved children, he had retired 
« from all commerce, as it were, with 
« the world, and was as abſtemious and 
eas pious as a Bramin. 
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„ WiLs0N, in the inſtant of his pre- 
« ſentation, perceived a ray of benevo- , 
« lence in his maſter's countenance ; nay, 
« fancied, allowing for the difference of 
their ages, that he was very like Co- 
“ Jonel Rivers: he therefore reſolved to 
< ſerve him with all his heart, until he ; 
* ſhould come to a knowledge of his dif- Y 

* poſition, | | 


Don Jerome was pleaſed with him; 
but your Spaniards can ill brook a fe- 
e reign favourite: he accordingly cover- 
* ed his growing approbation of the un- 
3 - - > 


4 
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© fortunate youth under the dignity of 
„ reſerve, and thus ſaved him from a 
„ little million of dangerous enemies. 


- < Hzrt he dragged on fifteen months 
« of his-exiſtence, till hope itſelf began 
© to expire; when one morning, as he 
„worked, his ear caught certain ſounds 
ee that fixed him to the ſpot he was on 
« with ſurprize and horror. It was, my 
« dear madam, the conſpiracy of five 
« ſlaves to murder and rob his maſter. 
The time when, place where, and 
% means how, he learned from their in- 
« diſcretion ; for it was not accident, but 
the proſecution of his public. taſk, 
vhich had brought him ſo near them. 

** The point was how they would be- 
by „ have, if they diſcovered their error; 
« whether they would give him his life, 
« or bury the ſecret with their ſtillettos 
in his boſom : they, however, happily 
* 


departed without perceiving him, and 
< he retired to ponder on the conduct 
he ſhould purſue. 


As he had quitted his labour wich- 
cout leave, he was forced to counter- 
« feit ſudden indiſpoſition. The old 
„ gentleman's humanity was touched; 
b he came himſelf to ſee him, and admi- 
« niſter a cordial with his own: hand : 
but they were not alone. Wilſon was ſo 
much agitated, that he could not hold 
e the glaſs to his lips: the benevolent 
old man did nat diſdain to aſſiſt him, 
when he preſſed his aſſiſting hand with 
e ſuch earneſtneſs, and looked ſo mean- 
* ingly up in his face, that he commu- 
% nicated a ſomewhat of his alarms to 
„his maſter's boſom, who with great 
« preſence of mind cried out, He is dy 
ing! Run and call for help. 
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« TR lad who had ſat with him be- 


ing gone, he told the poor old gentle- 


* man in a few words his danger, who 
* embraced him as his guardian-angel, 
and wetted him with his tears.— I had 


« a ſon, who, had he lived, would now 
have been much about your age, cried 


he; and I might have expected my pre- 


<« ſervation from his activity and tender- 


* neſs. —You have performed a child's 


© part by me, and, inſtead of my ſlave, 


« ſhall henceforth be a child to me. 


« Several men coming into the room 


<« prevented his ſaying more, and Wil- 
« ſon being pronounced better, was left 


_<to his e 


% Tur bloody and diabolical buſineſs 


was to be accompliſhed that very 
night. Fifteen perſons formed his 


« whole family, five of whom had al- 


< ready conſpired againſt him; and Hea- 
ven 


4. ven only knew how far the others 
might be tampered with. There was, 
« however, no time to be loſt.— He ſe- 
elected three who ſtood higheſt in his 
good opinion, and ſent them to ſee how 
the poor youth went on, with orders to 
„call him, if they found him worſe. 


« He was much worſe, and Don Jerome 


« flew to his apartment. 


« He preſſed him in his arms; be- 
« ſought him to live for his ſake (for de- 
„ ſpair had actually thrown him into 
the condition he at firſt counterfeited); 
« and telling the three ſervants the na- 
ture of his obligations to Wilſon, he 


« aſked them if they would ſtand by him 


e in his hour of diſtreſs. They declared 
<& themſelves ready to die in ſuch à 
<* cauſe, and engaged to ſtrengthen their 
party before the evening, ſo as to be 
& able to give the ruffians a warm recep? 

5 tion. 
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oe 
tion. They were as good as their 


e word, The five original conſpirators 
« were the only foes he had to fear. 
+ The next. queſtion was, to take them 
in their own toils, and diſpatch them, 
t to a man, without heſitation or mercy. 


% NIOGHA ages — The poor old gen- 


* tleman ſhut himſclf up for half an 


« hour, Wilſon apprehends, in prayer. 
He then repeated his viſit, My dear 

s boy, ſaid he, be careful of your own 
« ſafety. A violent death, even to a 
* man on the verge of the grave as I am 
(for I am upwards of ſeventy) has its 
« terrors. Nature revolts at the idea, 
and bids reſiſtance : I, however, would 
rather fall, than ſurvive my deliverer. 
© Tt never {truck me till this moment, 
* that it is poſſible ſome fond parent may 
s weep your loſs with the fame anguiſh 


« have done the death of my boy. 
« Your 


* N. O E os 


0 Your education, your principles, be- 
« ſpeak you born to better fortune: 

ce but I will enquire into every, particu» 
« lar, if 1 ſee to-morrow's dawn. As to 
« my wealth, the bait of murder, I will 

defend it to reward my friends; the 

* only value it can have with one who 

e has not an heir to enjoy it. Beware, 

then, of ruſhing unneceſſarily into 

* danger. I muſt embrace you to- mor- 
ro morning, or I ſhall agonize, not. 
< rejoice, at beholding the light. They 

<« parted, and the bloody ſcene came on. 

The poor old gentleman's friends dif-. 
* poſed themſelves judiciouſly, and ef- 
e fected. every deſired purpoſe... The 
« ruffians were cut off, and Wilſon ef. 
« caped unhurt,—Butſuchwas the ſhock 
Don Jerome's nerves had received, 
that he ſickened on the morning of his 

EI |. 


0 X H E AT H: 


46 deliverance, and went off in a few 
* months in a deep decline. 


„Wu he found his diſſolution ap- 
“ proach, he called his attendants about 
<« him, conſiſting of his faithful ſervants 
« alone, for he would not think of add- 
ing to his family after the night of aſ- 
ie ſaſſination; and having a parcel of lots 
* ready. prepared in the crown of his 
'** hat, he bid them draw, and know their 
*< fortune. The firſt who put his hand in 
"4 found himſelf maſter of the houſe and 
* gardens, with many valuable et ceteras, 
« ſo ſoon as Don Jerome ſhould expire. 
* The ſecond had a portion of ſilver, 
* which gratifled his utmoſt wiſh. Thus 
every lot gave fatisfation to the ad- 
* venturer.— And now Willſon was call- 
* ed upon to read his fate! The paper 
he had drawn intitled him only to the 
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et waiſtcoat his maſter generally wore, 
„and which appeared to him to be al- 
© moſt thread-bare. And if you love 
« me, ſaid the dying Don, you will wear 
« jt for my ſake. Let me put it on for 
you, with my tendereſt bleſſing. Here 
jg, however, my dear. boy, a purſe of 
* Spaniſh gold to pay your paſſage to 
e the European continent, and remem- 
ber Providence will be your guide and 
protection, for your care to cloſe my 
« eyes in peace, -—He put on the waiſts 
* coat to pleaſe him, and watched by 
him all the night. —At four in the 
10 morning he eee ir „ 
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70 Dow Jap had ee: him to 
« withdraw himſelf immediately on his 
deceaſe, without even taking leave of 


+ his companions. He followed his bo- 
dy to the grave, wherein it was obliz 
ged to be depoſited a few hours after 

- | < his 
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15 — Sdpatrore, ſhed a pious tear to his 


y, and walked off from thence 


<< unobſerved + and getting a tattered 
cloak at the firſt village by way of diſ- 
* guiſe, he at length, by the dint of 
„ perſeverance and fatigue, reached the 
« ſea-ſhore, and was taken on board an 


Acapulco kind of packet bound for 
tt the Ae e Iſlands. | 


« Havino repoſed himſelf a neceſſary 
ce time, he enquired how he ſhould pro- 


e ceed to Europe. There was no other 


% way, at that period, than by advan- 
« cing farther to the Eaſt. In a word, he 
<* was forced to go to China; and being 


e attacked by a fever, loft his paſſage 
for that ſeaſon. 


„Tux year following he embarked, 
* and came with a proſperous gale for 
near half the voyage; when a tempeſt 
over- 


A N n S496 


% overtook them, and reduced them to 
ie the extremity of truſting to the long- 
boat for ſafety. Their proviſions were 
„ all exhauſted, and having no proſpect 
c of eſcaping death, either by famine or 
* drowning, deſpair ſat on every face, 
„What then muſt be their joy on be- 
© holding a fail only a few leagues dil- 
tant! They ſtrained every nerve to 
e meet their good fortune, and the ſhip. 
“e bearing down in the fame latitude, 
« ſoon brought them within gunſhot of 
« her, —She was a Portugueſe bound for 
G Liſbon. 


| 1 Ar Liſbon they arrived, where he 
again took a fever; and being kindly 
* attended by an old man's daughter in 
* whoſe houſe he lodged, the Don con- 
« ceived the higheſt reſencinen? againſt 
„ him ; and, in order to be revenged 
+ on him for alienating his child's affec- 
| „tions 
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c tions from him, as he called it, e 


% he was perfectly recovered, decoyed 
* him, under pretence of taking the air, 
* on board a ſmall Chineſe enden, wen 
„in the harbour. | 

ob Ir was in vain to remonſtrate To 
« China he went a ſecond time, and 


« from thence to Bengal, where he was 


« ſet. on thore; and meeting by accident 
with Captain Davies, formed an ac- 


* quaintance with him, engaged a paſ- 
* ſage in his ſhip, and with a ſmall ven- 
« ture purchaſed at Pekin returned to 
« England, where Providence had made 
«him ample amends for all his ſuffer- 
« ings by Oe him to 2. herr and 
6 friendſhip. 4 


And thus 9 1 this poor young | 
man's travels ! But methinks his Was a 
mean reward for the laving of Don Je- 
| 1355 rome's 


AN e 8 


rome's life an old quilted ſattin waiſt- 
coat. He has promiſed to ſhew it us, — 
and aſſures us, there is no curioſity in it 
whatever. Vet ſee how graciqus, never- 
theleſs, Heaven is in all its diſpenſa- 
tions! Had he drawn the houſe or other 
local advantage, inſtead of now being in 
the arms of his friends, we ſhould poſſi- 
bly have never ſeen. him more. He 
ſays he reveres the old garment, not only 
for having clipped the departed Don's 
body, but for having been the compa- 
nion of all his diſtreſſes.—1 ſhall tell 
you no other news till I write to tell you 
of Lydia's nuptials ; ſo believe me 


Etta Rivers, 
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Lydia i is a chariding base! | 


] ALONE, you muſt know, accompa- 

nied them to church, where Ferdi- 
nand waited to give his ſiſter away. I wiſh 
I could do as much for my dear Mrs. 
Mildmay; but Mr. Rivers ſenior, ma- 
dam, is totally inſenſible, however ſuſcep- 


tible you may have found Mr. Rivers 


junior, and J am quite out of patience 
with him. 


* 


Ms. MiLpuaAv called me into her 
cloſet after breakfaſt. You muſt, my 
* good girl, ” faid ſhe, © preſent this 
banks note to your ſiſter, as out of 
« your own pocket- money, otherwiſe it 
ce will be painfully accepted.” It was for 

two 


NON wWÞ 
7 wehandlees 8 —* There is no go- 
ing to bouſe- Keeping (added ſhe) with 
an empty purſe.” — Lydia bluſhed, 
and thanked me; but I believe ſuſpected. - 
the fountain from whence-my bounty 
flowed, and immediately, as ſhe thought 
herſelf in duty bound, put it in her huſ- 
band's care. Nor will he abuſe the 
truſt. Ah Don Jerome! Don Jerome! 
would my Mrs. Mildmay have reward. 
ed me, if 1 had ſaved her life, with no- 
thing but an old (quilted ſattin petti- 
coat —1 wonder the Man, my dear, ck 
reſt f in his ache 


1 Mil Wrizon 3 to 8 4 
ter breakfaſt, where we ſhall join her in 
the afternoon; but her huſband was ſo 
impatient to enter upon his office, that 
Mrs. Mildmay could not refuſe him in- 
ſtant poſſeſſion of poor Liſimore's ac- 
counts, over which he is now poring, in 

order 
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order to render her right worthy ſervioe, 
in return for the obligation ſhe has con- 


2 


ferred on him. 

Tux Londoners are relapſed into their 
faſhionable diſtemper, and nothing now 
is heard of but the Camp-influenza. 
Away they trot it in their one-horſe- 
chaiſe; —grand- children, grand-mothers, 
every relative, from the greateſt to the 
leaſt, ruſn in upon us. The tavern- 
keepers have hardly room for them to 
take even a temporary repaſt; and was 
you but to ſee the conſumption of provi- 
ſions, you would conclude the animal 
creation bled for us alone. The royal 
flag waves gracefully with the wind, and 
never was ſight ſo ſought after, or ſo en- 
8 ſince the * of Adam. 


So ſoon as ahi grand review is over, 


report * we are to go into winter 
quarters. 


A N. @ Vig 


change characters. I muſt attend him, 


and ſhe muſt ſoothe Mrs. Mildmay in 
my abſence. You may ſmile, but I am. 
ſatisfied. ſhe would regret the loſs of my 


company. 


"—_ 1 [ ſuppoſe, Melvin has his 


ſhare in my martial reſolution. Think 


ſo ſtill, and be deceiv'd. —No, madam; x 


it is for Melvin to follow my lead, 1 


not yet ſo unfortunate'a damſel as to be : 
joſtled on the wrong fide the queſtion, 


| When I am the man's wife, it is poſſible 


may become a part of his baggage ; 


but at preſent I am both his and your 
humble ſervant—at a diſtance. 


My father Tou would be delighted 
to ſee how happy Lydia 8 marriage has 
made 


93 


quarters. 1 FER my father's ſtation. 
will be in the neighbourhood of Mild- 
may-Hall: if not, Lydia and I muſt 
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made him.— Well; who ſhall pretend 
to read the page of Futurity ? If I had 


5 had millions to ſport with, they would 
all have gone on the lay of my being firſt 


diſpoſed of; but the poverty of her 
ſwain, inſtead of proving, according to 
the cuſtoms of the world, a bar to their 


union, was the very circumſtance that 
promoted it. Yet, to ſee what different 


effects flow from the ſame cauſe! Fer- 
dinand's being poor is his diſqualifica- 
tion. I hate riddles, and therefore leave 
this in the hands of Time; only wiſhing 
the unravelling may be propitious. 


Bur where is the congratulatory let- 
ter I expected, I demanded ? Am I to 
ſpin out my poor brains for your amuſe- 
ment? or, what is to the full as labo- 


rious a taſk, dreſs up every little tale 


of woe or felicity into an abſolute 
hiſtory, and receive not even the reward 
| I | of 


1m K.9:Va6Me & 


of fair-words ? Neither the plea of indo- 
lence, or of buſineſs, will on this occa- 
ſion be admitted: ſo take up your pen, 


and do your duty like a good girl. Cu- l 


rioſity may, however, be a more power- 
ful incentive with you than the deſire of 
obliging. Then mark me ! This is the 


laſt epiſtle, either intereſting or degagee, 
hiſtorical or chit-chat, you ſhall have 


from me, unleſs you condeſcend to write 
me a longiſn, handſomeiſh, pleaſantiſh 
letter, as a general anſwer to, and gene- 
ral congratulation of, 


Your 


ELLA RIVERS. 
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TRITING, my dear Ella, is 
Y your talent, your delight; and 
2 variety of ſubjects court your pen. 
You chooſe and refuſe as humour dic- 
tates, and I receive with gratitude what- 
ever has the good-fortune to engage. 
your attention. But 1s it in character for 
my fair friend ſo abundantly to feel her 
ſuperiority, and extort a letter from 
the barren ſoil I inhabit, merely as a 
foil to her elegant performances ?—Be 
it ſo, then; but as you know my heart, 
you can much better conceive than! 
can expreſs, the joy I feel on the 
change in Lydia's fate.—Poor, ſweet 
girl! the uſeleſs tears ſhe has ſhed ! 
But they are all done away ;—and if 
. 05 your 


86 
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your new brother is the youth you de- 
ſcribe him, ſhe will be one of the hap- 
pieſt wives in his Majeſty's domi- __ 
nions. | 


Mr father came home laſt night in a 
penſive ſtate of mind. I did not at 
firſt diſtinguiſh it from diſſatisfaction. 
He ſaid, © he had heard Rivers was ſuch 
* a fool as to light all the overtures 
„Mrs. Mildmay made him. He was 
<« a Stoic.—Such a fortune might have 
* charms for him, if the woman had 
been a dowdy; which was ſo far, 
however, from being the cafe, that 
r he did not believe there was a more 

Ju perfect creature on earth.“ 


* Y ? 


TI mare no reply. 


Do you think his principles of ha- 
** nour are ſo rigid, as not to marry 
Vor. II. Fo «her 


< her "OY becauſe all the wealth is 
on her bice.: 7 


if * 9 * 
* 


« ] was believed in. 
<6 INDEED 25 

£ 4 ĨpE Fp.“ 
He d again. 


* I cannoT account for his beha- 
* yiour that way, neither.“ | 


« Sir !” ſaid I, wiſhing to come at 
the knowledge of what was. paſſing in 
his mind. 


„ TE boy,” continued he, © would 
« have told tales, however ſecret the 
* father. — No, no; they have both 
treated me ill, and I will b 
them.“ 


„ DRAR 


A N OY > | yg 


„ DEAR Sir,“ ſuid I, if might 
* but ſpeak without offending you“ 


“ SPEAK, and fear not.“ 


We were interrupted, Ella, in this 
very critical, this ſeemingly moſt pro- 
pitious moment, by the arrival of the 
Parſon of the pariſh, 


Tur Back-gammon tables were call - 
ed for, and I was forced to retire. Pity 
my weakneſs; for I have wept my ſup- 
poſed - diſappointment for theſe two' 
hours. All uncertain as it is, what 
might have been the conſequence of the 
explanation I was reſolved ' to give 
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Ox revolving the whole matter, begin, 
however, to be of opinion, that a perſonal 
diſcuſſion is not ſo eljgible as a literary! 
. . o 


e 


F ; 
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Let Melvis, however, look to it! — 


ww COLXESATE: 


one, He might frown me from my 
purpoſe z or, what is worſe, terrify me 
into a miſrepreſentation of the inte- 
reſting facts I was about to relate. 
On ſome occaſions the omiſſion, nay, 
the tranſpoſition, of a ſingle word is 
fatal. I ſhould never have the courage 


to proceed, if he betrayed either 5 10 
ſure or impatience. 


I Must condemn Mr. Rivers's puncti- 
lios, let them reſult from whatever ho- 
nourable + motives, Melvin has his 
conſent, though the ceremony is delay- 
ed. I have no doubt, be aſſured, of 
your ſwain's conſtancy; but when once 
people are come to a proper under- 
ſtanding on certain ſubjects, and have 
no impediments in the way, I would 
not retard the concluſion, if I was the 
wiſe ones. You are a fluttering girl ! 


But 
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But ſhould you play him a ſlippery 
trick, I ſhould place your levity ſolely 
to your father's account, with his far- 
fetched decorums The Camp air, my 
dear, has n not ſoftened him 


e TOW to ſee my letters? 
Poor Ferdinand! They would only diſ- 
credit me in your good opinion. —l have 
not let concealment, with Shakeſpeare's 
beautifully delicate maiden, prey on my 
damaſk cheek.—I bluſh, Ella, at the re- 
collection of what I have written; yet 
muſt flatter myſelf Ferdinand knows my 
turn of mind too well, to put a wrong 
conſtruction on my tendereſt epithets. . 
I have called him my brother, friend 
And has he not been both to me? the 
companion of my pleaſant, the ſharer 
of my ſerious hours? To him I owe 
every mental accompliſhment I poſſeſs 
„ "7" 
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my taſte for the ſublime; my admira- 


tion of the ſimplicity of Nature, and 
Nature's production; my acquaintance 


with moral, with entertaining, with li— 
beral authors; my common ſenſe in all 
the articles of private conduct. But 
I haſten to quit a ſubject on which I 
always loſe myſelf, and ſhall only re- 


_ peat, that my tendereſt friendſhip and 


ſympathy await you all, Lou cannot 
communicate a joy I ſhall not feel, or 
rouch a ſtring of ſorrow without wound- 
ing my ſenſibility. 


Ir Mrs. Wilſon ſhould not deem 
writing to a young friend incompatible 
with the dignity of a wife, I ſhall be 
happy to receive a line from her ſweet 
ſelf to make me new o'er, as Shake- 


ſpear phraſes it, what I am already, a 


Daughter of Felicity on her account. 


T_T 5 is all-gentle, generous, 
ſoft 3 


femme, at 2 
l — 


4 
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and 
&c. 
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ize 
rapidly paſs over your mind. Tou are, 


dly ſe 
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ion, 
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but yours 
ſenſations that ra 
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rious 
nevertheleſs, a very tolerable girl, and. 


ſoft 
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LETTER XXXIV. 
So cold, 4 chilling cold? 


FoLERABLE -A very pretty 

kind of a lukewarm phraſe that! 
— Tolerable! quorha, —I wiſh, how- 
ever, my dear madam, I could return 
the compliment; but the truth is, you 
are very intolerable; and take - notice; 
1 ſhall henceforth write much rather 
to pleaſe myſelf, than an unthankful, 
peeviſh, ſuper-refined damſel, who does 
not know what ſhe would be at; is too 
fqueamiſh to anſwer a plain queſtion ; 
and, inſtead of Yes or No, leads the 
imagination a dance through all the 
mazes and meanders of falſe delicacy, 
leaving your own ingenuity to be your 
only clue to extricate you therefrom. 
You may make a. very eligible and ex- 


emplary 


A NOV E L. 105 
emplary wife, Wh all this falaliſhneſs 
about you; but, take my word for it, 
you are a very dull correſpondent; 
and to Mrs. Wilſon I refer you for 
every information in future. 


Mx clerical aber fancies he gains 
ground in my affections; and has lo 
fine. a hard head of his own, or rather 
is ſo intoxicated with ſelf- love, that 
he ſuſpects not he has a rival. He 
paces it on his little poney by my ſide, 
or lolls languiſhingly in a corner of my, 
benefactreſs's coach, when admitted to 
that honour ; ſings at me; flatters my 
foibles, my defects; for if you would 
believe him, I am * whole and ſole 
object of his thoughts, his wiſhes, and 
his cares. He was a laughable crea- 
ture at firſt, but is become . 
troubleſome. 
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Lonp Brazen: has done himſelf the 
honour to write to me. Hearts, darts, 
and all the ſweet Jingling of ſweet 
words is contained in his. epiſtle — 


He hears he has competitors. 


*Tis Heaven's. own fault that made me like the ſuh, 
| The reaſonable my of _—— 


All That he is prepared for : but woe 
be on his head who wins the prize 
from him! — Heaven, earth, ſeas and 
mountains ſhall be rouſed in his cauſe, 
to puniſh, to cruſh his arrogance.— 


Mr. Rivers is, however, intreated in 


Alten terms to watch over his life, his 
love;—and thus'I hope you will learn 
to ae eds to N a «aha 


| WitSow'i is a fine-ſpirited fellow. He 
wants my father to buy. a Majority, 
and, patriarch-like, would pledge him- 
ſelf to ſerve ſeven years for the Rachel 

_ he 
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he has obtained; — in plain Engliſh, 
would ſtand debtor to Mrs. Mildmay 
for the money, to be paid by inſtals 
ments. Will you, Sir, not give a 
young man ſome encouragement ?—1 
accepted my life at. your hands un- 
* conditionally: I aſk- you only to 
* oblige me, by uſing a few pounds of 


* mine, Surely, if you can think the 


« latter an obligation, you treble: the 
„weight you have laid on my poor 
„ ſhoulders, excluſive of your:laſt great 
„gift, your Lydia, — Would. you, 
* could you, Sir, beſtow her. on. a 


young fellow you diſdain to receive 
« an. acknowledgement from, for all your. 


* kindneſs ?” 


he” 


* 


My father inſiſts upon it, clot it is 
more honourable for him to cloſe. his 
military life as a ſubaltern, than buy 


himſelf into dignity. — ©: When. com- 
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WCG XNX HE ATE: 
e miſſions,” ſaid he, © are ſet up to 
&« ſale, the man who has moſt money 
cc ill ever be conſidered to have the 
« moſt merit; let the guulty, therefore, 
4 pJuſp—T will never receive promotion, 
« but at the hands of my Sovereign, as 
* a noon-day compenſation for the toils 
„J have ſuſtained in his ſer vice.“ 
Mas. MirpuAv applauds this reaſon- 
ing: but to prove how very ready ſhe 
is to truſt the young ſteward with her 
property, ſne ſays, he may command 
che loan of a thouſand guineas, when- 
ever he can prevail on Ferdinand to 
purchaſe.— Ferdinand ſhall not,” ſhe 
fays, © wait the flow reward of virtue, 
« but conform to the cuſtom of the 
times, and purchaſe his way to a ge- 
. «*meralſhip.” e BRO ek 


— Haz Ferdinand's modeſty puts in his 
- „„ ouen. 


3 


ATNOWVE f. 5 


caveat :. He hopes to be Mrs, Mid- 


may's Chaplain yet before he dies; the 
Field has not the charms fer him, it 
has for many young men; and it would 
be his higheſt ambition to enge a com- 
fortable n | 


« Gor and Nature,” ſaid this dear 
woman, © implants an election in our 
« hearts,. that it is tyranny, it is im- 
« piety, to reſiſt; and ſince he will not 
* be a General, he ſhall be a-Biſhop:” 


My father replied in the language of 
Sancho Pancha, * that he much feartd, 
„if Heaven was to rain mitres, whe⸗ 
ther any one of them would fit Fer- 
« dinand's head.“ | on 


„ Tyzn | beg,” ſaid I, © I may re- 
% commend my clerical adorer to your 


* patronage, madam ; for lawn-fleeves, 
cs I any 
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I am; perſuaded, are included in 
c his Pater Noſter, as well as they con- 
« ſtitute a part of his Litany his We 
be ee. thee, _ MG 


My en l me a e girl, and 
bid me not be prophane.—“ It is ſo 
« difficult, my dear,” ſaid he, to 
« draw the line on ſome ſubjects, and 
« ſeparate the man from the text, that 
e ſhould be cautious, leſt; whilſt we 
«© only mean to ridicule the one, we 
« ſhould ſcandalize the other.“ 


I xxx the juſtice of the rebuke, and 
made him an acknowledging bow. 

So warm and boiſterous a firing is 
kept up ſince our expectation of the So- 
vereign, that my poor ears cannot recon- 
eile anne to ſofter ſounds than the 

eee e eng 


roaring of guns, and the. claſhing of 
ſwords; and J more than ever exclaim, 


oh what a charming thing's a Battle! 


For do but think. how glorious, 
how delightful it muſt be, to mow 
down whole files of brave fellows at a 
ſtroke !—Limbs ſcattering, brains fly- 
ing! Let me then repeat the above 
quoted line, 3 


3 


Oh what a charming thing's a Battle! 


My father, it ſeems, on his firſt ſtart- 
ing in life, formed a friendſhip of as 
glowing and illuſtrious a kind, as ever 
was recorded in any annals—no inſult to 
the names of the Py lades' and Oreſtesꝰ 
who may have 1 ſince the Flood. 


Tuev both bore. arms under the « com- 


mand 
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mand of General Wolf, of immortal me- 


mory, and both made the campaign 


with him, in which that Hero fell. 
Heaven wipe the ſubſequent diſhonour 
from the Britiſh page! ſay I, in the true 
ſpirit of female patriotiſm, 


In the heat of battle, every Com- 
mander, from the halberd to the trun- 
cheon, has bufineſs enough on his hands, 
if they have but judgment enough to ex- 
ecute it. The word was given for my 
father's corps to advance. He did ad- 
vance, and obeyed the martial fiat in its 
utmoſt latitude, though he beheld his 
beloved friend fall, and a party puſh for- 
ward, who, he was ſatisfied, muſt tram- 
ple him to death, if his wounds were not 
mortal. He ſhuddered— the big tear 
ſtole down his manly check :—his own 
life he would have freely offered up in 
the attempt to fave his friend; but he 

1 8 1 


* 
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muſt have done more. The very effort 

would have thrown his corps, if not the 
whole wing he belonged to, into confu- 
fon. All the brave fellows he beheld: 
muſt perhaps have been loſt—his ho- 
nour too! He tore himſelf from the 
fpot, and left him, alas l to periſh in the 
8 carnage. 


- Trim battle over, duty gave place "_ 
friendſhip. His wound in this engage 
ment was a flight one. Having yielded 
to the poſitive injunctions of his captain 


field, to ſeek out his friend amongft the 
many dead bodies. The uniform the ſame 
made his ſearch a diffieult one, until a- 
ring with a picture in it, familiar to his 
light, pointed him ort to him. Can I 
finiſn the drawing? —He was wounded” 
in three places, but had ſuffered! more 
7 . trod under foot: than by the can- 
nan's, 


to have it dreſſed, he flew- back to the 
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non's mouth. One of his fine eyes was 
. periſhed; the other languiſhed in its 
ſocket.— The well-known voice of Ri- 
vers gave his ſoul a momentary ſenſa- 
tion of pleaſure; but he had come too 
late, except to let him have the felicity 


of expiring in his arms, — He died, ma- 


dam, and my father returned to his 
tent in the utmoſt diſconſolation, having 
firſt committed the care of the body to 
a faithful drummer, who pledged him- 
ſelf to defend it from outrage, and con- 


vey it to the firſt town for decent inter- 


ment, at my father's expence. 


Tais fad ſcene, together with the 
cutting-off of his adored commander 
Wolf, ſhould, one would ſuppoſe, have 
given my father a diſreliſh for the mar- 
tial profeſſion.— But no: he remembered 


the innumerable accidents that attend 


humanity. Had his friend been a /port/- 
8 . man, 


ba 


Ne 


nan, his horſe might have thrown him; 
an alderman, his luxuries might have 
ſhortened his days; a courtier, burnt 
champaign might have been his bane; 
a But I ſhall enumerate no more 
of his reflections; only tell you, that 
he argued down his regrets into reſigna- 
tion, and reſolved the chance of war 
into the common chance of exiſtence: 
ſo forming new friendſhips, prepared 


new wounds for his ſenſibility; and 


from choice, as well as a nice regard for 
man's opinion, has perſevered in his firſt 
election, and will live and die, I verily 
believe, a ſoldier. | 


Ir I had a taſte for melancholy ſtories, 


how rapidly could I let them fall from 
my pen ! But melancholy ſtories are the 
bane of vivacity, and vivacity is the 

vital 
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6 OX HEAT B. 
vital of my compoſition, and ſhall be 
cheriſhed by me as ſuch,” 


SOMETIMES, 5a Wy when Melvin's 
features are beaming with benevolence, 
of which he poſſeſſes a plentiful portion, 
LownlI cannot confine the frighiful wan- 
derings of my imagination: yet be of good 
' Cheer ; we ſhall have no bloody noſes 
this campaign'z and as a peace is the 
general object with France, America, 
and England, from their ebbing finan · 
ces, ſnattered trade, and endangered poſ- 
ſeſſions, it is a ſtrong article of my 
Chriſtian faith, that a- peace will be 
patched up before the return of the ſea- 
ſon for taking the field. And admit- 
ting that the patcb-· work cannot hold to- 
gether, Ferdinand will, nevertheleſs, be 
enabled to make an honourable retreat; 
and having reſumed the clerical charac- 
ter, will have bid a final adieu to every 


hoſtile. 


2 


hoſtile manceuvre and hoſtile preten- 
Hon, 


* 


I coNGRATULATE you on your agree- 
able proſpect, and particularly on the 
relaxation of your father's wrath towards 
my poor harmleſs family. May the fit 
of lenity, contrition, or by what other 
name you chooſe to diſtinguiſh it, in- 
creaſe upon, him until it attains'a HAPPY 
criſis! | 


 FerpinanD paid me a viſit at my 
toilette this morning, and looked ſo 
much in the Abelard ſtyle, fo ſweetly 
diſtreſſed, and ſo tenderly penſive, 1 
could not forbear indulginghim,unaſked, 
with a. fight of your laft letter; the 
worſt, by the bye, you ever wrote me: 
for it is flimſy, linſy-woolſey — neither 
rhime nor reaſon; and yet a ſomewhat 
of both, You can be nervous and pa- 
_— 
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thetic, if you pleaſe; but this was not 


your hour of inſpiration, 


He neverthele& behaved in ſuch a 
manner, that, had I been the next heir 
to a large fortune, I would have taken 
out a ſtatute of lunacy againſt him; He 
kiſſed the dear, dear name; and hung 
on each tender word, ſyllable by ſylla- 
ble. It was all enchantment, infatua- 
tion, folly; and I at length gazed upon 
him a few moments, then laughing from 
my free lungs rouſed him into recollec- 
tion. He is my brother, madam, and1 
have a right to treat him with what fa- 


miliarity I pleaſe.—As your lover, you 


may exalt him into a divinity, if you 


pleaſe; and then fall down and worſhip. 
the molten calf you have ſet up. But 
pardon me; you mult not hope to lead 


me aſtray in the paths of idolatry. I 
know him weak, trail, doating ;—he is, 
2 how 


however, bur own true vid and you 
will paint him in what colourings ſhall 


the woman that could attempt to obſcure 


the painted cloud that beautifies your 
days! | 


height in Mrs. Mildmay's eſteem, that I 
fear the poor fellow's head ſhould grow 


eye and 'a ſure footing. He has, ac- 
cording to her account, the beſt under- 
ſtanding, and the beſt heart in the 
world; is her Ciciſbes on all occaſions.— 


« to it.—We will appeal to a clearer 
judgment than our o,＋õÜöw . - Mr. Wilſon 
will be ſo good as to guide us.“ I, 
however, have none of this far-fetched 
humility, 


ſeem beſt in your light; and foul befal 


Winsor has already attained ſuch a 


giddy. It is not every one who can look | 
down from an eminence with a ſteady 


„We ſhall hear what Mr. Wilſon fays 


cw wu 1 
2 r wr r . n 
* R + —— 
I 4 wt "rt Oe Fred LP F —_— - — 
k wp 4; 2 N K n <p 2 
Cs . > AE n= og mrs — r 
1 — 22 r 2 CO 1 Ds 8 
n * 1 l l 2 = — — 4 0 ns or — 727 8 n Sx = 
5 => a. 4 bent @ cb So —* r ns — 2 . 7 — nr 1 ers l 
_ = — E.... TY 22 7 © ee 2 009 - . c * * —— = - - 
5 . „„ : — + 1 2 — r A 5 FC \ _ 
n K SN REES ty "Re ro \ 
_ b 4 5 1 1 n 
, - —_— err CES = I 7 * * N 
= — * 2 - - —_ 


SHES . i; 
— W 
ga _ — 3 2 5 


D 
rey wp 
— —— 
of * - 


x20 COX E AT H: 


humility, but take upon me to ſet him 
right when, I think him wrong, with a 
% Pray, good fir, don't ſuppoſe yourſelf 
< infallible ! Mrs. Mildmay is as partial 


<« tg you as ſhe is to me z—therefore 


* learn to make a proper uſe of her kind- 


* neſs. By telling you what you are 101, 
e ſhe inſtructs you what you ougbi to be; 


** and your own conſcience mult be your 
< mirror, as it is your ſiſter's, to ſet 
e your mind by, and diſcover to you 
your own deficiencies, —To mean well, 
« is a great ſtep towards doing well: 
© but though it may be impoſſible for my 
e weak ſex to accompliſh ſo great 2 
„ work as perfection of character, it 
* would be a high reflection on you, 2 


Lord of the creation, to be found ſtop- 


< ping ſhort of leſs than perfect. He 
rallies me with much pleaſantry on theſe 
occaſions ; begs me, likethecrab'sdaugh- 


KAN E. 


ter in the fable, to ſhew the way, and 
promiſes to follow. 


Bur wherefore do I dwell ſo long on 
ſuch a trifling ſubject? — He is very 
well, for a ſiſter's huſband; and as ſuch 
I conſider him : but I muſt chooſe a no- 


bler theme for the exerciſe of my fine 
talents, or I ſhould ill deſerve the name 


a 


Your friend, &c. 


ELLA Rivers. 
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I ought to grieve, but cannot what I ought. 


"RS. MILDMAY has writ- 
ten a ſweet, ſenſible, explanatory 


Epiſtle to Lord Brazen; ſetting forth my 


reaſons for loving the inſinuating Mel- 
vin, together with her reaſons for eſpou- 
ſing his intereſt, and intreating him not 
to excite my father to an oppoſition that 
would-unavailingly interrapt the friend- 
ſkip and the filial peace at preſent ſub- 


ſiſting amongſt us; and wiſhing him a 


more ſuitable bride. 


- How it will work on his fine or his 


rough feelings, 1 know not; but if I read 


him right, he will not fit down ſo well 
ſatisfied with what he may conceive an | 
indignity, as is neceſſary to our repoſe: | 
yet let him ſtruggle as he may, it will 


only pull the t of his mortification 


_ tighter, 


„„ 3 Ck 123 
tighter,— We are incapable of being 
ſhaken in our reſolves, and can diſtin- 
guiſh the difference between a diamond 
and a Scotch pebble. — A lucky hit That! 
for you muſt obſerve, the Brazens are 
molt of them of Scottiſh extraction. 


_ Tas ſleek Chaplain, my adorer, ſhould 

my Lord take it in his head he is the 
man I have choſen, may perhaps be 
brought to ſmart for his preſumption.— 
Heaven pardon me! but I will flirt it a 
little with him, in order to give ſome co- 
lour to ſuch a ſuſpicion ; for I know _ 
Melvin to have a © ſoul made of fire,” 
your Americans and Africans being al- 
moſt equally Children of the Sun; and I 
ſnould tremble for the conſequence, if he 
was to become the mark of Lord Bra- 
zen's reſentment. 


We beauties have a ſad time of it, my 
. dear 


„ CO X N E A Tin: 
dear! The men are naturally hot-headed, 
and given to broils; they will fight; 
and as Addiſon ſays, ſo I believe, there 
are few quarrels without a woman in 
them.— And for the very reaſon he al. 
ſigns too, — That nothing elſe is worth 

quarrelling about. Should tkis fatal 
face of mine, however, draw any fellow 
of merit into a ſcrape, | ſhould be ſeri- 

_ ouſly puniſhed for the innocent gaiety of 
my heart; and it will be exactly the ſame 
thing, whether Jam a dowdy or an 
Helen, if your maſculine wretches chooſe 
to conſtitute. me a bone of contention.— 
'But I fly this ſubje&, or I ſhould ſoon 
be as dull as a paſſing-bell. 


4 3 and how does Sir F and 
= find himſelf ?—Is his fit of compunction 
over, for the ſins he has committed 


tt: againſt my family ?—or does he hold 
4 him- 


A NOVE L. 1256 


nimſelf KILN to beg pardon when op- 
portunity ſhall offer? 


I HAVE a en to aſk you, —You 
cannot doubt my friendſhip, you mult. 
not doubt my reſolution, for am I not 
the daughter of a Soldier? Do you ima- 
gine it might not be a forwarding of the 
wiſh of your heart reſpecting Ferdinand, 
if J was to ſmile on this Lord? Lady 
Brazen ! Would not ſuch a ſound, 
think you, tickle the old Baronet's ears ? 
If ſo, you may command me. But 
there is no time to be loſt : his offended 
dignity may be appeaſed, but it muſt be 
appeaſed on the inſtant, — Speak then to 
this point by the return of pot, or for 
ever after be ſilent. 


I rave ſeen the old waiſtcoat. On 
my word, a notable legacy! — It is 
green ſattin lined with green ſilk, and 
G3 bequilted 


SS COXAOEATH: 


bequilted at a violent rate. I thought the 
hot countries would not admit of ſuch 
heavy garments. Wilſon, indeed, af- 
firms, that it is light as taffeta, and that 
the heavineſs is only in the eye: but all 
he ſays does not paſs with me for goſ- 
pel.—I hope you will have ocular de- 
monſtration of his abſurdity in this par- 
ticular, in leſs than ſeven years diſtance 
from the preſent period. 


Frailty, thy name is Woman ! 


Mas. L1$1Moz has ſo effectually bu- 
ried one huſband, that ſhe is already 
caſting about for another. My benefac- 
treſs was petrified at the news; but as 
ſhe lets every one be happy their own 
way, the lady will receive her good 
leave to play m fool and _— ſince 


* 
y 
= 


LSAY 


4 
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T say not a word, however, in con- | 
demnation of ſecond marriages. | We 
all have our private opinions in theſe 
matters. The affections, madam, cannot 
be locked up by an event that reſtores 
them to freedom-—-as one may ſay. There 
is no companionableneſs in the grave; 
and ſuch is the cenſorious temper of the 
World, that you can enjoy the converſa- 
tion of a male on no other terms than 
honourable, unſcandalized.— I have it in 
contemplation, therefore, to raiſe a re- 
port, by way of quickezer to the nuptials 
I am anxious ſhould take place; and 
by perſuading a worthy couple the 
Camp whiſper is, that they ozg4 to be 
man and wife, render them fo in 
reality: 5 $2. ; 


TuxxE is no living on martial ground 
without learning to act the engineer on 
occaſion, = My mine ſhall be dexterouſly 
8 G 4 planned, 


3 COXHEA TH: 


planned, the combuſtibles judiciouſly 
diſpoſed, and I will have an eſpecial eye 
to my own ſafety. Mildmay-Hall is fo 
ſweet a place, that methinks, as Swift 
lays, | 


*T would ſound more clever, 
To. him, (meaning my father) and to his heirs fo; 
ever; | 


meaning myſelf, and Ferdinand, and 
Lydia; and ———— Fill up the ſpace to 
your own fancy : you are heartily wel- 
come, I can aſſure you, madam, | 


Your father hears tales of my father 

I ſhould be glad to know through what 
channel: —does the Public then join 
names together, which Fate, perhaps, 
will ever keep aſunder — Rivers and 
Mildmay ?—Tis a conjunction, I grant 
you, devoutly to be wiſhed; but | fear 
they will be found retrograde planets, 
and 


K N O N |) 129 


and by an inviſible attraction, be ever- 
more on the point of uniting, but ſtill 
purſue a different courſe. 


Car. James BRAZEN is, it ſeems, a 
diſtant relation of my Lord's; and being 
the medium of his condeſcending. re- 
membrance of us, is crept into our ac 
quaintance. The Parſon and he debate 
on law, on phyſic, on divinity; on 
each of which ſubjects, like the fiddlers 

in Nero's time, he ſubſcribes to his pa- 
tron's ſuperiority : for every great man 
may become, if he is not already, a Pa- 
tron; and he is armed at all points in 
the cauſe of ſelf-intereſt. _ 


I SOMETIMES think, that, ſpaniel-like, 

he is only doing his maſter's bidding, 
in the court he pays to your humble. 
ſervant ; and that inſtead of an admirer, 
I ſhall find him a ſpy on my conduct. 
G 5 I clearly 
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I clearly recollect, that our acquain- 
tance commenced immediately on Lord 
Brazen's departure. If fo, I ſhall be 
counterworked with a witneſs in all my 


little Tchemes. 


How harmleſs do we females decide 
our controverſies! If ſcolding fails, we 
only pull caps, or fall foul on each 
other's reputations, untie the budget of 
ſecrets, and lay open the foibles of our 
late boſom-friends, to the knowledge, 
inſpection, and judgment of the whole 
"circle of our intimates : the males force 
their opponents into fearful combats, 
and, forgetful 


What dangers dn environ 
The men who meddle with cold iron, 


will accept of no ſatisfaction, but ſuch 
as the ſword can give, Hence the of- 
fender 


A N 0 r 


fender often triumphs over the offended 
the amiable, the good. But we will 
talk no more FI 


We dined yeſterday at the Lodge 
with Mr. and Mrs. Wilſon. It was al- 
ways a delightful ipot; but Lydia has 
much improved it by her taſte for 
flowers, and her unexampled neatneſs. 
I thought her a good girl, but never 
ſuſpected her of the domeſtic talents ſhe 
diſplays. She loves and honours her 
huſband as a wife ought to love and 
honour him, but can remember that 
there are hours enough in the -twenty- 
four to bedear him, without ſurfeiting 
the ears of her company vith ſuch 
ſugar- plum epithets. 1 do not, indeed, 
ſay, there is any rule without an excep- 
tion; but in nineteen caſes out of twen- 


, you will find the aſſertion hold good, 
G 6 | that 


9 


er - 
82 
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that ſhe who labours to exhibit her con- 


jugal tenderneſs, is either a hypocrite, 


or a ſhrew at heart, and makes the poor 
man pay in private for all the homage 
he receives in public. No very com- 
fortable compromiſe, in my ſenſe of 
things ! But I will adopt a quite op- 


poſite conduct, and Melvin ſhall ap- 


plaud my wiſdom and my delicacy, or 
he is no huſband for me. I fhall take 
care to have a ſaving clauſe, a mental 
teſervation, when J make my matrimo- 
nial vow, that ſhall be a ſalvo for my 
«conſcience, if I break it as to the arti- 


cle of reverence, on diſcovering I have 


been impoſed upon. Melvin will lead 
me to church with all the Loves and 


Graces in his train: he will profeſs him- 


ſelf my eternal debtor; that his life 


mall be a ſucceſſion of gratitude, of 
{ſubmiſſion to my ſovereign will. Now 


1 only 


J only aſk you, if it would not be both 
juſt and reaſonable, on his changing, 
for me to change alſo; and as he grows 
into the huſband in roughneſs, in ty- 
ranny, in diſhumour, for me to dwindle 
into the wife in petulance, in oppoſi- 
tion, in careleſſneſs ? Give your worſt 


the ſubje&; I herewith ſend you the 
neceſſary diſpenſation : but I will deal 
ſo far candidly with you as to tell you: 
that my reſolves will remain the ſame, 
let your ſentiments be for or againſt 
dealing damſel, if you can. 

I am, as uſual, 


Your 


ELLA RIVERS. 
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of thoughts, your worſt of words on 


them. Find me ſuch another open- 
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W LSON fo parades it about 
Mr. Rivers—1s ſo dutiful, and 
ſo reſpe&ful, and ſo attentive, that we, 
his natural offspring, appear as nothing 
in the compariſon. Then, again, Mr. 
Rivers is ſo happy, and ſo bleſſed, and 
ſo thankful, to Providence, for giving 
him ſuch a ſon, that poor Ferdinand's 
merits are loſt in the blaze of his bro⸗ 
ther- in- aw s deſervings. 


Lypia ſees all this with delighted 
eyes. If ſhe loved him formerly for 
being a pretty fellow, ſhe now loves 
him for being a good one.— He has 
4% ſo winning a way with him, there is 


v o reſiſting him; and, except a pre- 


« ference we muſt rejoice in, has an 
« equal affection for us all,” 
WELL 


A N 

Wer: faid, Lydia Sing forth your 
huſband's praiſes, if it ſhall fo pleaſe 
you; but allow me to diſſent from your 
ſuper- refined notions.— It is art, down- 
right, dexterous, inſidious art, that car- 
ries him the lengths he goes in my fa- 
ther's favour ; and you are a tame 
animal of a wife to be ſatisfied with 
only the ſecond place in his heart: 
your father, child, evidently poſſeſſes 
the firſt. Let let me do the fellow 
juſtice: he bas left ſome very decent 
compliments to be preſented by me to 
my fair friend, and hopes there is an 
hour in ſtore, when he ſhall pay them 
perſonally. Credulous ſimpleton But 
he has trod fairy ground ever ſince he 
arrived amongſt us; nor can I with to 
have him diſenchanted, 


ANNETTE and her Lubin are wedded. 
She viſits, but will no more take up 
her 


4% COX HEAT H: 


mer reſidence in Camp, but looks after 

the dairy,— a kind of lodge in the midſt 
of the park, - where all our treaſures 
in the milk, cheeſe, and butter way are 
depoſited, and js the moſt docile and 


moſt grateful of beings; and, as I have 


told you, ſo ſoon as the wars are over, 
Lubin is to get his diſcharge, and either 
occupy his peaceable trade of. a ſhoe- 


maker, or have ſome rural nn. 
at the Hall. 


With ſuch a PEEL to tend a few ſheep 


would, I verily believe, be the height 
of Annette's ambition. 


War a contraſted life mine is— 


At Mildmay-Hall the primitive times 
ſeem revived !---Bleating flocks and low- 
ing herds increaſe the beauty of the 
ſcene ;—all is innocence and ſweet ſim- 

plicity.— Mrs. Mildmay is the queen, 
| the 


che parent of the ſeene. — She is be- 


held, ſhe is conſidered, as the ſecond 
Providence of her attendants; 


Their law her eye, their oracle her tongue z of 


and is the heart-felt joy of all her ac- 
quaintance. 


Ar the Camp all is buſtle and con- 
fuſion.— The Bobadils ſtrut, the Draw- 
canſirs ſtare, and the Fribbles trip. 
Hoarſe ſounds of every kind affail the 
ear; the thunder of the artillery, the 
crackling of the carbines, the crowding 
of the ſpectators, with their maryel- 
lings, their wranglings, and their diſ- 
guſts ; ——there is no poſſeſſing one's 
own mind a moment, or aiking yourſelf 
one cool, one ſerious queſtion. , 


Arnoros of Camp! The little boy 
I mentioned to you, whoſe mother lay- 
in 
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in of twins, is now at ſchool at Mrs. 
Mildmay's expence. She has, moreover, 
beſpoke a Chriſt's Hoſpital preſentation 
for him, ſo ſoon as he attains the ap- 
pointed age for admiſſion; and I ſhouid 
not wonder, he is ſo: promiſing in every 
__ if he ſhould become a great 
man, 


OLD people and children are the fa- 
vourite objects with Mrs. Mildmay , 
the helpleſſneſs of the one, and the un- 
protected ſtate of the other, pleading 
irreſiſtibly to ſuch a mind as hers, for 
all that humanity and beneficence can 
do to ſoften the miſeries, and obviate 
the dangers of thoſe particular cha- 
racters. —1 fancy the Author of a 
book intitled Mi/lennium-Hall, borrow- 
ed his beſt thoughts from this beſt 
of women, and concealed under his 
fictions the wonders of her goodneſs.— 


She 


A NO FC 


She is, my dear madam, wholly un- 
oſtentatious, and ſeeks neither fame or 
reward beyond her own conſciouſneſs of 
having, as ſhe phraſes it, performed 
her duty. — The Man of Rofs, fo 


ter- part; though ſhe is angry, if 3 
tell her fo. 


Sur les Parſon Sleek as much 
as T do, from believing he hides 


hind his facred function; and that 
though he honours the Deity with his 


a woman of penetration, and cannot be 
deceived by appearances. The poſt- 


hope again; for I am requeſted by Mrs. 
ME to attend her. 


ſweetly ſung by Mr. Pope, is her coun- 


the Voluptuary and the Libertine be- 


lips, his heart is far from him. She is 


man is coming up the avenue A let- 
ter for me, I hope I deſpair,---I 
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I am ſhocked, I am alarmed be- 


yond meaſure Lord Brazen is the 


very Lord Brazen I apprehended we 
ſhould find him,---He reſents in the 
moſt opprobrious terms (though addreſ- 
ſing a lady) the affront he has met 
with; the injuſtice, the ſcorn, the 
ridicule ;—and boldly adds, that a day 
of chaſtiſement will come for thoſe who 


deſerve it; when they ſhall be drawn 


from their covert into noon-day con- 


tempt, and be ſcourged for their ill- 


manners to a man of faſhion, and _ 
way their ſuperior, 


Mas. Mi.pMay laments we did not 


temporize longer : but I rather wiſh we 


had dealt ingenuouſly by him in the firſt 


inſtance. The affair would have been 


cover and paſt; whereas it now wears a 
threatening aſpect. Melvin, Ferdi- 
nand, 
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nand, my father—I fear for each, for 
all of them: they are my vulnerable 
part, and Heaven preſerve it from a 
wound! 
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Bur you ſhall read the right Ho- 
nourable morſel. 


* Maps M, 


« AM ſorry to find a lady of for- 
<* tune and faſhion capable of low cun- 
„ ning and baſe hypocriſy.— When at 
« Coxheath Camp, who ſuch a favou- 
« rite with you as Lord Brazen? And 

you muſt pardon Lord Brazen, if he 
e obſerves, your favour in that quarter 

was no diſhonour to your taſte, your 
” VO or your character. 
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« In the fulleſt ge 21 — your 
3 friendſhip and approbation, Lord 


** Brazen changed his ſituation, --- His 
Ma -ority 
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<« Majority drew him to Warley-Com- 
% mon; but his heart remained at 
% Mildmay-Hall. He toaſted the lady 
* of his wiſhes on all occaſions, though 
the daughter of a ſubaltern; and 
was ally blind to overtures of rhe 
ee moſt flattering ſpecies, for her ſake. 


* ALL his hopes are, however, blaſt- 
«ed! He has, it ſeems, been ſported 
with: but by all that is gractous, 
e the jeſt ſhall be keenly turned on his 
mean adverſaries. He can pull a 
„ little rafcal by the noſe without lofing 
& his temper, and whip a ſchool-boy 
into better manners, without falling 
from his own CREnY 


2 Nas. Mir bs, Ay may remember, 
that the Weſt Indies is more eminent 
“for wealth, than high blood: — Plant- 
«ers and lords are not the growth of the 
dame 


„ ſame ſoil. Money, indeed, is an ex- 
« cellent Fuller's earth, but will not waſh 
* out a blotch in a family-eſcutcheon, 
« though it may confound diſtinction, 
in the opinion of the vulgar. —By hea- 
ven, Lord Brazen will repay ſcorn 
« with ſcorn! The yellow clay is appa- 
rent in Mrs. Mildmay's conduct, be- 
« ſpeaks her origin, and proves the pa- 
e rent-{tock from whence ſhe ſprung.— 
«« But perhaps there may be as brave 
« and as illuſtrious perſons in the world 
+ as her minion, her idol, her doating- 
piece. — It is eaſy to ſee by a little, 
« what a great deal means.—She is wel- 
* come to beſtow her perſon on whom 
e ſhe pleaſes :—but ſhe will be prudent 
«* to caution her boys not to behave il 
to their betters. 


IF Mr. Rivers had ha ſpint of a 
« moule, he would aſſume the reins, and 


«He 
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be maſter of his own family.— But, 
perhaps, his tameneſs is the key to 
« Mrs. Mild may's treaſury; and it may 
ce be convenient for a needy man to have 
: * hundreds at command. — He ſhall be 
« known, however, for what he is ;—a 
& male-content—a reviler of his Sove- 
„ reign—a bold, an aſpiring, a haughty 
«fellow, who looks with a jaundiced eye 
“on every advancement a perſon of me- 
s rit riſes to. 


6 [ 

1% As for the young lady, ſhe is a flirt 

« —a painted doll—a pert, inſignificant 
*« ojrl—lifted out of herſelf by the folly if 
* of a god-mother, who will let her v0 
tumble into the dirt, to prove her ten- to 
-« derneſs ; and who might once, but ne- litt 
« yer muſt hope for ſuch a thing again, vo 
have made her a lady, and the wife of But 
* an inſulted, a generous, an enamoured able 
man of faſhion, who can only ſub- N 


« ſcribe 


a N N ; 


4 ſcribe himſelf her aſtoniſhed and JP 
6 ed 


ay Humble frvan, 


4 BAZ 


- 


Mr. Rivers* eye, or perhaps the tables 


Lordſhip's portion. 


WHAT a noiſe the affair would make, 
if it was to get abroad !—And then theſe 
young heads would, I fear, be unable 
to contain themſelves My God! how 
little did I foreſee my Camp expedition 
would end in duelling—in bloodſhed !— 
But theſe vain-boaſters are often miſer- 
able doers ! There is the coward in eve- 
ry word that has fallen from his pen. — 


Tazkz's a Lord for you! This letter 
muſt, however, be cautiouſly kept from 


would be turned, and repentance be his 
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The thought revives me I— If he was on 
the ſpot, he durſt not, I dare anſwer for 


it, ſo much as open his mouth. —I will 
drink deep of this cordial, and put my 


truſt in Providence, who guards the 
good, puniſhes the evil, and ſets up cer- 
tain Characters for marks of divine diſ- 
_ pleaſure, of divine vengeance: 5 


On how I could now ſigh for the hap- 
Py ſhades of Somerſetſhire | the peace- 
ful, the tranquil, the retired ſcene!—But 
it will not be; and I muſt for once 
ſubſcribe myſelf 


Your unhappy 


ELLa Rivers 
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LETTER XXXVIL 


AYE E, now, now I begin to feel 1. 

Ferdinand, with a face as pale as 
aſhes, has been here to look for Melvin. 
Melvin ſpent the evening yeſterday 
at a tavern, and Captain Jan ames Brazen 
was one of the party. 


My Lord's name was mentioned. 
His relation extolled him to the ſkies; 
the moſt generous of men, the beſt- 
bred, the beſt- made, the fineſt gentle- 
man in the kingdom !—— Melvin ſmiled 
ſarcaſtically. 


EX, Ys 


* Do you ſmile at me, Sir ?” was the 
word, 


Rd Eg =_ 


«© Nor I, Sir,” ſaid Melvin; “but I | 
{mile.” 
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„ You ſmile inſolently, Sir!“ 


« You loſe your temper, Sir,” ſaid 

Melvin; © and it muſt be pretty plain to 

: the company, however well-bred your 

noble relation may be, you are not his 
relation in that particular.” 


4 You ſhall anſwer this, Sir,” ſaid 
Brazen. 


« AT any time you pleaſe,” rephed 
Melvin, „ when we are alone. Our 
« friends would of courſe interpoſe, if we 
:< proceeded farther before them.” 


4 A Go00D excuſe !” 
& I ISH to be exculed at this con- 


-« juncture, for I cannot brook even the 
appearance of cowardice.” 


% CowARDICE !” 


% CowaRDicz!“ 


* Yes, cowardice for I wear not my 


* daggers in my mouth. Have we 
« done, Sir ??? 


«© Give me the example; and if it is 
a diſcreet one,” ſaid Captain Brazen, 
« I will condeſcend to follow it.“ 


No more paſſed in the tavern.---Ear- 
ly in the morning, Ferdinand, having re- 
ceived this account, repaired to Melvin's: 
tent. --He was abroad at exerciſe- the 
ſervant could not tell. 


How was he dreſſed?“ 
Ax his regimental frock.““ 


Dip he go out on foot or on horſe- 
* back ?*? 


£6 He 


een rn 


„H had his horſe, and might poſ. | 
« ſibly be . to Mildmay-Hall.” 


„O 1neossiBLE !” ſaid my brother: 
« he never left the Camp before without 
telling me the Wherefore.”---But re- 
collecting himſelf, he added, leſt the fel- 
low ſhould ſpread the alarm, I fancy! 
«© ſhall be able to find him, though he 
<« has given me the ſlip.” 


To Mildmay- Hall he came; and, as 
his mind foretold, no Melvin was there. 
I fairly played the blubbering girl; im- 
puted every evil conſequence to my in- 
diſcretion; and was ſo unguarded, that 
if Mrs. Mildmay had not abſolutely 
ſtopped my mouth, though it was the laſt 
thing I wiſhed ſhould reach his know- 
ledge, I ſhould have blabhed about the 
letter—Brazen's letter. 


> I pRo- 
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*I PRoOr EST,“ ſaid Mrs. Mildmay, 
there never was ſuch a couple upon 


66 earth---riding forth to meet grievan- 
c ces, and feeding each other” Ss whims !' 


I beg I may hear no more of it. The 


“young man has ſome affair of gallan- 


try, perhaps, upon his hands; and as: 
© matters ſtand, the brother is as un- 
e fit a confidant as the ſiſter. You. 


* will find him returning with that face 


« of fair ſeeming he carries about with. 


„him, and ſo will give him credit for 
« whatever tale he tells you. Bur be- 
* ware of counterfeits, ſay I, as well as. 
* the good-natured Quacks. in. our 
* NewsS-Papers.” 


FERDINAND ſhook. his head, and F 


kiſſed her hand, to thank her for the 
goodneſs of her intention; but my heart 


H. 4. | Was- 
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was too full to ſpeak; and my brother 
hurried away, for better intelligence, 


War will become of me? Should 
our conjectures prove well-founded !— 
Alas! he may by this time be beyond 
our care—dead Ia ſacrifice to my falſe 
politics, my levity My good, good girl, 
never depart from the line you have hi- 
therto purſued! Your own reproaches 
will be the bittereſt torments you can 


incur !—No, let fate or fortune do its 


wWorſt, ſecure your own breaſt from the 


arrows of ſelf-condemnation. 


Twelve 0 clock. 


No tidings either of Melvin or my 
brother Do you not pity me ?—I am 
the wreck of ſuch happineſs as few 
mortals are permitted to taſte ; but it is 


in mercy denied them.—All good and 
evil, 
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evil, the wiſe ones tell us, is from com- 
pariſon; ſoftened or aggravated, as the- 
ſcale preponderates to This or That. 
Then what a wretch muſt I be, tum 
bled from ſuch an eminence | — Ah 


me Reſignation, as Sciolto. ſays of a 
death, 


io the Stoic's Leſſon learn'd by rote. 


Now 1s your turn to triumph !-—Your 
monitor is loſt—loſt to every dictate of 
patience—of endurance—of —— - 


Bur he is come I ſee him "i Fig 
up-to the houſe Don't ſhew this letter 
to any one, I conjure-you l- will deny 
it all. Concern'd about Melvin -A 
likely ſtory truly —1 muſt, however, hear 
what he has to fay, if it is only for your 
information, —1 come, 1 come | 


| . Tary 
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Trxy have met ! they have fought!— 
I tremble whilſt I write=but no miſchief 
has enſued ; Captain Brazen's eagerneſs 
giving Melvin ſuch advantage over him, 
that he ſoon diſarmed him, gave him his 
life, and bade him mend it. He is a ge- 
nerous conqueror; but the rencounter 
will; I fear, neither do him, nor me, 
nor my poor father, credit,—I would 
give millions it had never happened! 


Ms. MILDMAV is convinced, from 
Melvin's repreſentation, that a man of 
honour could not do otherwiſe than he 
has done. Inſulted in public compa- 
* ny—nay, inſulted for his command 
« of temper - he muſt chaſtiſe the pre- 
4 ſuming ſpark in his own defence. He 
& will now be ſecure from inſolent at- 
« tacks.—lt is neceſſary to let it be un- 
« derſtood a man has courage, as he is 
then, and then only, placed above the 

* bravings 


NN 


e bravings of cowardice.” = And thus 
did this good woman endeavour to 
reconcile me to an action I know her 
heart abhors; for I have heard her fay,. 
on former occaſions, there was only a 
hair's-breadth diſtinction between the 
duelliſt and the aſſaſſin. | 


Mrlvix would not ſtay dinner, leſt 
the affair ſnould get air, and reach my 
father's knowledge, when he was not on 
the ſpot to give him due impreffions of 


„ 3 


his conduct. He was, moreover; Anxious 


to reheve Ferdtnand's boſom: from ap- 
prehenſions for his ſafety; he therefore 
left us, methought, dere beſt 
haſtily. | 3 
: * 

CAPTAIN Jamzs Brazen was ſome- 
what chagrined, when he found Melvin 
- would conſtrue his taunts into a chal- 
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«© You ſhall not have it in your 
power,“ ſaid he, © to ſet me down for 
« a dealer in excuſes, though I can con- 
« form to the neceſſities, and obſerve 
ce the proprieties of certain ſituations : 
ce will you, therefore, attend me, Sir, 
te beyond the boundaries of our encamp- 
e ment, where we can meet without 
« witneſſes, and ſettle our diſpute with- 
out interruption ?”? 


« IT would do no harm,” Captain 
James faid, © to have a friend with 
„them, in caſe of accidents.” 


« VERY well, Sir,” replicd Melvin; 
« if you have a friend you can with to 
* trouble on ſuch an occaſion, be it ſo, 


+ on your part: I have my reaſons for 
« chooſing to come alone.” 


3 , 


| . F | _ : 
MzLvin repaired immediately to the 
deſtined 
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deſtined place, and waited ſo long for 
the Captain, that he began to conclude 
he had contrived to be put under an ar- 
reſt. He was convinced he had 
wronged him; for, lo! he approached, 
but evidently approached reluctantly. 


Tux ground was meaſured out, and 
the gentlemen (as all gentlemen, it ſeems, 
do, before they try to cut each other's 
throats) ſhook hands—filed off to the 


right and left and Ks themlehves” into 
attitude. | | 


Melvm preſently perceived what 4 
weak adverſary he had to encounter 
with : he therefore ſtood only on his 
defence, to parry his injudicious thruſts 
which he miſtaking for lack of courage, 
intending to make a deſperate pulh, 
firſt loſt his footing, then his ſword, 


and 
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and found his life in the hands of a man 
he had groſsly provoked. 


His features agonized; he even de- 
ſcended to the meanneſs of begging 
quarter, before Melvin could tell him 
he had nothing to fear.— And now,” 
ſaid Melvin, reſtoring him his ſword, 


I preſume we have no quarrel.” 


CAPTAIN JAMES BRAZEN, ſcarcely 
knowing what he did, aſked him ten 
thouſand and ten thouſand pardons— 
and each party. went about his buſi- 
neſs, | jon | 


I wits. not truſt myſelf to reverſe the 
proſpect. He would have butchered. 
poor Melvin, if it had been in his power. 

It was a meeting on unequal terms—a 
ruffian and a man of honour !—You ſee, 
my dear madam, I am as tender of your 
feelings, 
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feelings, as I would be of my own; 
and never conclude my letters in the 
midſt of a diſtreſsful ſtory. Melvin is 
ſafe, and I am once more 


Lour lively friend, 


ELLA Rivers. 
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LETTER XXXVIII. 


*Tis not in mortals to command ſucceſs,- 
But we'll do more—we will, my dear, deſerve it. 


PRETT Y ſort of a buſineſs this 
duelling has turned out ! Melvin 

no ſooner returned to Camp, than he was 
put under an arreſt, and will be tried 
by a Court-Martial. — Broke, 1 hope! 
He will not make the worſe country- 
_ gentleman, for not being thought worthy 
to ſerve his Majeſty.—What a predica- 
ment the gentlemen of the Army ſtand in 


If they accept a challenge, they are ſu- | 


perſeded; if they decline one, they are 


diſbanded, — What, then, is a Soldier, 


of all men living, required to be the tame 
individual? — Shall he, if ſmitten on one 
cheek, in the meek and lowly ſpirit of 
chriſtianity turn the other alſo? It is a 
contradiction 
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contradiction i in irate A Soldier muſt 
be tenacious of his honour, his dignity 
he mult feel, and feel warmly, every un- 
worthy ſtroke, whether of ſatire, of ridi- 
cule, of contempt, of inſult ; and if the 
conduct of a duelliſt can in any charac- 
ter be defenſible, it is certainly in that 
of a Soldier, who naturally defends him- 
ſelf, as he would his CO "WR n 
ſword. . 


W᷑x intend to pay a charitable viſit to 
the poor priſoner this afternoon. Scan- 

dal may, perhaps, be buſy, and tecolte& 
how Alexander had his Roxana and his 
Statira. We are prepared for all that; 
and wrapping ourſelves up in our own 
integrity, ſhall defy the utmoſt ſhafts of 
malice, &c. &c. &c. I wiſh they may 
give him a diſguſt to a military life, by 
the ſeverity, the folly, of thei military 
laws; 


ne: 


laws; —and then will I ſing O be joy- 
ful! 


How this dear good woman intereſts 
herſelf in our cauſe !—©* She'll aſſure 
e me, ſhe does not know who they will 
<« arreſt next; but an injudicious friend 
is always the worſt of enemies. She 
* will not interfere, but leave his own 


merit to ſettle the point to his entire. 
L ſatisfaction,”* 


W1rs0n, whoſe heart is made for 
friendſhip, drew his face to a moſt im- 
moderate length, on hearing Melvin was 
in cuſtody. © Thank Heaven, he had 
* quitted the military walk - Mr. Ri- 
vers' treatment had cured him of his 
* enthuſiaſm ; and he ſhould. rejoice to 


& hear Maha was become as wht. 
« bimſelf,” | 


THE 
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TAE gentle Lydia wept!Weeping 
is her character, and ſits mighty well 
upon her. —“ It was a bad world,” ſhe 
ſaid, „ and the Camp, ſhe believed, 
«© the worſt part of it. Could ſhe but 
« get her dear friends detached from it, 
« ſhe would never behold it more!“ 
Poor Lydia l- Tou know her turn of 
mind !—But fince ſhe is fo alive on flight 
occaſions of ſorrow, what deep wounds 
muſt not her ſenſibility have ſuſtained 
in the ſituations ſhe has been caſt in! 
Yet don't let me make you melancholy ; 
for her ſorrows are all done away, and 
ſhe is now a molt eny1able being. 5 


I wiLL nd my letter when 5 return 
from Camp. 


„„ 


Eight o'clock, P. M. 


MeLvin is {till in cloſe cuſtody yet 
you are well The evil may be a light 
one, 
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one, if rightly conſidered ; but I am 
too intereſted a party to conſider it 
rightly; and therefore you muſt bear 
with a recital of my diſcontents. 


A FINE fellow, an amiable fellow, 
and maſter of five-and-twenty thouſand 
pounds to be held in durance—repri- 
manded — threatened. WIA, a public 
trial! 


1 Weller ſay you, and what of all 
ce that 2— They can but deprive him of 
te the feather in his cap his cockade 
« —and how many pretty fellows are 
te there in the world without that badge 
of bravery ??? 


„Now will I play the Touchſtone 
„ with you!“ All this is very true. 
They cannot looſen the band of affection 
by which our hearts are united; tbey 

cannot 
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cannot touch his ſacred perſon; they 
cannot wound his honeſt fame. Tis 
not for cowardice he will be brought 
before a tribunal, but for a too nice 
ſenſe of honour. 


Tux, my dear madam, we will both 
of us be of good cheer; for know, your 
Ferdinand, as well as my Melvin, is alſo 
a priſoner. 


Doxs your cheek turn pale? — Does 
your heart revolt at the idea? What, 
tell me, is this Ferdinand more than 
Melvin, that he ſhould eſcape the legal 
gripe? — They will be tried; they may 
be condemned; but we know the worſt 
ſentence that can be paſſed upon them, 
viz. diſqualifying them for being ſol- 
diers; on which circumſtance, I take it, 
neither your happineſs or mine depends. 


Bur 
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Bur what is Ferdinand's crime ?-— He 
is charged with abetting duelling; of 
abſenting himſelf from his corps without 
leave; of being Melvin's friend, and 
the ſon of poor Lieutenant Rivers. 
But criminal ſoever as all this may ren- 
der him in the eye of lis judges, he will 
be a white character in your and my eſti- 
mation, ſo long as we both ſhall live. 


I own, I was a little ſurpriſed, on 
my arrival at Camp, .to find I had loſt 
my brother.“ My brother in hold! 
1 Impoſſible |” »I went to ſee him— 
there is a woman dr you - eyen before 
I viſited poor Melvin.—He was not in 
ſuch good ſpirits as I expected; begged 
* I would write, and tenderiy inform you 
« of his ſituation. — He had enemies, 
“ malicious enemies; but. he hoped the 
bl * of his intentions would 
8 | 66 «bear 
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* bear hin through, and that he ſhould 
c once more be at liberty. . 
MzLvin has lefs ſoftneſs in his com- 
poſition, ſo bears his reverſe of fortune 
like a man. © All the regret he feels, 
is for the loſs of my ſweet company; 
„ —but he will make himſelf ample 
% amends ;—for the moment of his en- 
% largement, he will ſo beſet Mr. 
< Rivers for his conſent, that he will 
< let him marry his daughter in order 
«to get rid of him.“ Poor MeE 
vin! what fairy dreams are his But 
they keep up his courage, and diſſipate 
his uneaſineſs ; and I cannot find in my 


heart to throw cold water upon any . 
he now entertains. 


My Sicher RE very grave, but is 
profoundly filent. — Mis. Mildmay 
watches his looks, and ſays ſhe can 
therein read, that this is a much uglier 

| OT 


buſineſs than I am aware of. — Fear 
makes us ſee double; — and ſo I account 
for her alarms. I could, indeed, wiſh 
they were in the ſame priſon, becauſe, 
you know, friendly chat beguiles ſor- 
row, and paſſes time md off our 
M 


1 my FIR wan ſhall I now 
ſay to you ?—You have here a faithful 
ſtate of the cafe, =1 am no diſſembler.— 
If I had anguiſh in my boſom, it would 
flow, like the ink from my pen: but 1 
am ſatisfied, however rancorous their 
will, their power is impotent; and that 
we ſhall ſoon have our ſwains at large, 
and more in love with us than ever, for 
the tender concern we took in their wel. 
fare: 


In which hope I conclude myſelf, &c. 
ELLA RIVERS. 


1 L E T. 
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LETTER XXXIX. 


4% 


They jeſt at ſcars, who never felt a wound. 


HERE, Ella, is quotation for 
your quotations How you came 

by your calloſity I cannot tell; but 
callous you are, and a moſt degenerate 
daughter of Mr. Rivers, who never 


wounded the peace of any one without 
wounding his own. 


Los prophane the name of Love, g 

profeſſing to feel it. Melvin, with all 
his merit, has never touched your 
heart. There is a frolickſomeneſs in 
your ſtyle that is incompatible with 
friendſhip; for a friend in diſtreſs, 
leaves the ſympathiſing boſom to . 
the truth of its attachment. 


Vol. II. Re FkR- 
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FERDINAND in cuſtody, told me as 
a thing of courſe - a Camp occurrence 
—and, what 1s ſtranger ſtill, I am ex- 
pected to receive it as ſuch Ferdi. 
nand condemned to die, I ſuppoſe I 
muſt argue down my tender anguiſh, 
and remember that other young fellows 
have incurred a fimilar ſentence, who 
have been as dear to their miſtreſſes, and 
in their eſtimation to the full as deferv- 
ing as my ſwain; for ſo you can even 
now moſt wantonly call him. 


Lyp1a weeps—her nature droops at 
Mature's ſufferings. She is a woman; 
you are an Amazon; and I renounce 
you—break hands with you for ever. 


Your Melvin too is a priſoner — Ah, 
Ella! Your Melvin is a man of for- 
tune, and the weight will all fall on 
poor Ferdinand's head !—Your father 

foreſees 
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fene the Gori Well may he then 
look grave !—But you have ſtabbed me 
to the heart, —and Sir Ferdinand will 
ſoon diſcover the ſtrength of mind his 
child has hitherto preſerved, 


Was I on the ſpot; could I know 
every half hour how things went on; 
hear of his health ; ſee a confirmation 
of it in his face; then would I ſub- 
| ſcribe as gracefully to his deſtiny as 
you do; comfort myſelf with the af- 
ſurance that they could not reach his 


life; and await the day of his ene 
ment without murmuring. 


Bur I am at many, many miles dif- 
tance; muſt abide the ſlow returns of the 
poſt; bear all the tortures of a too lively 
imagination in the intermediate time; 
and ſcarcely indulge my joy at the good ; 

© 4 | 


news 


...... 


r 
— 
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news you ſend, leſt ſome unfavourable 


gloom ſhould obſcure the faireſt prof. 
pects. | 


Tais, this is the fruits of ſuper- 


-abundant honour! — Well may they 
ſay, that virtue in exceſs becomes vice 
Was it not ſufficient for your father 


to adviſe us, without ſeparating us? — 


What indiſcretions could he charge us 
with? — To love was our misfortune; 


and nothing but our miſconduct could 
make it our fault. We did not once 
forget how neceſſary a father's voice was 
to ſanctify our choice ; we reſolved to 
wait a happy turn in our affairs. We 
muſt have now been happy, but for his 


cruel interference]! Yet let me not be 


ſevere. A noble mind may err; but 
the errors of a noble mind are reſpec- 
&#ble.— Heaven, therefore, ſoften the 

e calamity 
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aalamity ! May the ſtroke fall light 
upon him I- and, oh | may he never 
look back, leſt repentance, leſt the bit- 
terneſs of repentance, ſhould be his. 
portion 


WHEREvV35R I come, whatever I read; 
the Camp is the univerſal topic, the 
univerſal object. But. thoſe who can 
delight. in the idea, or enjoy the view 


of it, have no Ferdinand, like me, in. 
cuſtody } 


\ 


Ir you have the leaſt ſpark of huma- 
nity yet remaining in your compoſition, 
write to me by every ſucceeding poſt, 
though it is only a repetition of what 
you have written before, L will ſupport. 
myſelf as long as I can ; but you ſhould. 
remember I am no heroine in romance, 
therefore cannot be expected to pals- 


. ſleepleſs 
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ſleepleſs nights and anxious days with 
unimpaired health. Spare yourſelf, 


then, the remorſe of having ſhortened 
the life of one that is moſt truly 


Your, &c. 


CAROLIN E FLETCHER, 


A' N O Til. 


r 


LL A, my dear madam, intreats 


me to take up the pen, in order to 
aſſure you, that though our haughty 
Chief ſeems to ſet his face againſt poor 
Ferdinand, he has not the power to 
hurt him. | 


Wy arreſt, a martial arreſt, however 


harſh or alarming it may ſound in your 


ear, is a mere farce; a diſplay. of 
power without, conſequence. Our Chief, 
madam, may indulge his gloomy and 
auſtere humour; —he has authority ſo to 
do.— He can make priſoners at will; 
but there his authority ends. Every in- 
dividual muſt be tried by a Court- 
Martial, and can have his ſentence only 
proportioned to his crime; and if in- 

F2 nocent, 
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nocent, as my brother muſt appear, his 


being brought before the Court can be 


merely the prelude to his honourable 


4012968 


Tov know the cimidiry of wy na- 
ture; you know my tender affection for 
Ferdinand; if I can behold his preſent 
fituation without diſtreſs, I think you 
will not find it difficult to perſuads 
yourſelf there is no cauſe whatever for 


terror or apprehenſion, 


Scarce a day paſſes but ſome one 
falls under the Generaliſſimo's diſplea- 
ſure. A turn of the head, a word 
miſplaced, a foot too far advanced, or 
too far in the rear, are conſtrued into 


diſreſpect, diſobedience, or remiſſneſs of 


duty; and as deſpotiſm loſes its force 
by being too deſpotic, the frequency of 
theſe diſgraces — theſe punifhments 

render 
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render them a matter of laughter, of 
ridicule, of diſregard : only it is hoped, , 
that ſome one will have ſpirit enough, 
before the breaking-up of the cam- 
paign, to appeal to the Higher Powers, . 
and expoſe the mock ;yrant to the (c 0g 
ſure he merits. 


ax I ſaid ſufficient to anſwer the 
deſired purpoſe ? I will yet ſay more ;— - 
and affirm to you, upon my honour, 
that was Wilſon under the very predi- 
cament Ferdinand now ſtands, I ſhould : 
be perfectly compeſed, and wait his en: 
largement without a pang. 


Tnar I am, nevertheleſs, happy Mr. | 
Wilſon has bid adieu to a military life, 
is moſt undeniable. His temper is open, 
generous, credulous, but impatient of , 
ill uſage. He cannot lick the foot that Y i 
ſpurns him, any more than my dear fa- | 
I 5 „ | ther : 
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ther could before him; it is uherefore 
pretty clear what chance'he would have 
had, after years of hard ſervice; for 
promotion. | 


 PRoviDENCE has thrown him into the 
employment and the ſituation beſt ſuited 
to his taſte and talents: he is the in- 
ſtrument of benevolence, in the hands 
of the beſt of women. To point out 
a deſerving object, is to give the higheſt 
ſatisfaction to Mrs. Mildmay; and ta 
relieve ſuch objects, the higheſt * 
tification he can enjoy. 


* 4 — 
At © * 


WAS you not, my dear madam, 
equally delighted and aſtoniſhed at the 


ſudden turn in my affairs ? Could you 
have ſuppoſed that it was poſſible, in 
the nature of human events, to lift us 
ſo inſtantaneouſly out of our poverty ? 
for that ſtroke was to the full as great, 
: as 
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as bringing us -once more together; 1 
wiſh you could fee him! — The moſt 
gracious ſignatures of humanity are 
traced out in his countenance; and as 
his heart has never been warped from 
its original bias, they only bear teſti- 
mony to the feelings Within He is a 
firſt-rate favourite with Mrs. Mildmay 
<« But no wonder,” you will perhaps 
ſay, when the is the author and 
« ſource of all our felicity “ - But his 
behaviour to the poor Lieutenant, and 
the conſequential eſteem the Lieutenant 
entertains for him, ſhews he is as grate- 
ful for benefits received, as he can poſſi- 
bly be for thoſe he is receiving; and 
that he is in no degree a eee a 
courtier, or a bypoerite. 


Eu db. the mots extraordinary mix- 9 
ture of vivacity and ſentiment I ever iv 
met with! 1 often envy her; for E | 

1.9 what- K 
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whatever ſuperior reputation I may poſ- 


ſeſs for tenderneſs or attachment to my 
friends, ariſes from miſtaking our cha- 
racer : ſef ſteals in, and every ſecond 
tear I ſhed is on my own account. —E1la 
weeps only for them; ſhe loſes the ſenſe 


of her own concern, in her acute ſenſi- 


bility for their's; and inſtead of being 
the helpleſs and the uſeleſs creature my 
ſoft conſtitution makes me, is collected, 
firm, and alive to every occaſion of 
ſoothing, of obviating the ſorrows. or 
oppreſſions of thoſe ſhe loves. 
Suk knows not that I do her this juſ- 
tice, —She bid me not tell you, that Fer- 
dinand's ſafety and your repoſe are the 
objects that engroſs her whole ſoul. She 
plays with even the graveſt, the moſt in- 


tereſting ſubjects, for your amuſement ; 


and you place to the account of levity, 
| e 


what is, in fact, the moſt exalted pe of 
anden and affection. 1 


n 


1 * y & ba } £7 = 1 b . 7 2 " 
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KY 1 is ak yours: We 
drink your health twice every day, as a 
tribute of love and duty; talk over your 
accompliſhments, whenever we have an 
opportunity; and allow no be to be 
worthy, in compariſon with your ſweet 


(elfs-.- 


Wiktor admires your miniature ſo 
much, that he has given it to an emi- 
nent maſter to copy on a larger ſcale 
ſo that your portrait will ſoon grace our 
little paradiſe : for ſo beautiful is the 
dwelling we occupy, that you would 
accuſe me of romance in the extreme, 
if I was to attempt giving you a deſcrip- 
tion of it. | 


Mas. Mitpmay has made Wilfon 
maſter 


— n = ot be 8 . 
_— \ 2 2 - — r — i T's "IrP" 5 ; " 
rr =, 9 l 4 We ”7 3 ES ö J me 8 8 
3 — Va _— MO OE TT n 1 IN * * — 9 4 we 5 Wann OY Eran. * —_ PT l . l : 
8 ont , . \ 22 En DIS ER; ones at KT 1 A 2: — 
a " ; : Fo hm * — . 
2 3 | — — — NI 
8 * — — — * * 
: 1 hey mn — — 


82 COX HE AT R: 


maſter of a low phaeton, and an animal 
of the Roan breed to draw it, in which 
I take my morning's airing round the 


park; for when I go to Camp, I go with 
Mrs. Mildmay ; and when once this 


cloud is bruſhed by us, I ſhall pronounce 
us the happieſt of human beings. 


FERDINANPD's ſpirits do not fail him 


in the leaſt. Conſcious of no blame, 


he has nothing to fear or bluſh for; 
and the only accuſation brought againſt 
him is, that he was Melvin's ſecond, 
though, poor fellow ! Ke did not fo 
much as ſuſpect his deſign of going out; 
and ſought him, on his diſappearance, 
with the moſt friendly diligence, to pre- 


vent, not abet the rencounter, 


M. MzLvin declares, and I believe 
him, that his own confinement would ſit 
quite eaſy upon him, if Ferdinand was 
| but 


A N DV 
but at liberty. However, as it has been 
the General's pleaſure to make Ferdi- 
nand a priſoner on his account, he will 
not accept his enlargement on other 
terms, than clearing up that youth's 
conduct, and making him a compenſa- 
tion for the unjuſtifiable violence that 
has been exerciſed towards him. He is 
a brave fellow, madam, and will not 
falſify his: word; ſo that whatever his 
fortune or connexions may do in his fa- 
your, Ferdinand will reap the advan- 
tage of, as if he actually participated 
his claims to conſideration, 

WHAT a world, what a bad world it 
is, madam! where the poor muſt lan; 
guiſh for juſtice, whilſt the rich are tole- 
rated in injuſtice.— But I reſt not my 
hopes on the fluctuating humour, or ca- 
pricious condeſcenſion of any man 
| Heaven 


eon 
Heaven will protect the innocent, and 
put the guilty to confuſion ;—and in 
that confidence I ſubſcribe myſelf 

Your moſt affectionate, 


_ Lypia WIILsOx. 


„ 
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5 1 AM glad I have brought you down 
to the foot-ſtep of my throne to ſue 
for pardon.— Lydia is not half ſo cir- 
cumftantial as me, in her relations z—a 
oreat diſcovery That !—and' you find, 
that you have miſconſtrued my gazete du 
cur. I aſk no more: you are not only 
pardoned your error in judgment, but 
received by our gracious ſelf once more 
into favour. The ſtrong ſhould ſupport 
the weak, the humane ſhould pity, and 
the generous forgive: let oblivion, there- 
fore, accompliſh the work of reconcilia- 
tion between us. 


Mar vn is a fine fellow !—A meſſage 
was ſent him this morning, that as: the 
challenge was attended with no ill con- 
lequences to any party, & would be over- 


5 looked 


7 * - 
a „ 


looked by the Higher Powers; but left 
indulgence to him might be cruelty to 
others, it ſhould be proclaimed that the 
next thing of the kind, which happened 
in the Camp, ſhould be puniſhed with 
the utmoſt wh : 


"HR aſked, ce Where his friend 


© was his innocent, his injured 
Cc « friend 32 


Tazy replied, © {till in cuſtody.” 


„ Tux, ſaid he, you may return with 
% my declaration, that I will remain 
zee where I am, until he is ſent to tell me 
* he has received ſatisfaction for the 
* wrong he has ſuſtained,” 


Tux meſſenger flew back with the 
Chief of Chief's compliments, and © that | 
it was not in his power to oblige him; 

« for 
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te for that the young man he called his 
« friend, had other charges lodged 
« againſt him than merely fomenting 
e broils, and muſt be brought to trial.” 


« VERY well,” ſaid Melvin, «we will 
© come up together, and hear what our 
" n e and our judges have to 8 to 
* 


e BV my Lord N had wrote to 
* enquire into the cauſe of his confine- 
ment, and the Chief of all Chiefs had 
told him, his conduct ſhould be excu- 
© ſed; and therefore he was defired to 
return peaceably to his marquee.” 

« Hz would not quit the ſpot he was 
* on till Ferdinand led him forth,” was 
the only anſwer they 89 obtain. 


Tavs, my dear madam, you perceive, | 
when 
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when power is ſtretched beyond its due 
tone, it loſes its ſpring, and degenerates 
into downright abjectneſs of ſpirit. 


Meryl has great and potent friends, 
that will not ſuffer him to be mal-treat- 
ed with impunity ; and the walls of Troy 

were oſiers to the reſolution he is maſter 
of; for twenty times ten years, (if ſuch 
was the life of man) would be all inca- 
pable of ſhaking it; fo that, in the Camp 
language, I can aſſure you, all is well. 


Bexs1DEs,. it is well known; that the 
preſent reign will ſoon be interrupted by 
the arrival of our Monarch, who is a lo- 
ver of clemency, of truth (when he can 
get at it), and. will not take this matter 
on common report, but ſift it to the bot- 
tom, and ſettle it in a princely manner. 


Mxlvix has already drawn up a me- 
morial- 


A 


the malice and meanneſs of the attack on 


my father's character, his poverty, his 
family, is ſtated in ſuch manly, fuch- 


touching, ſuch ſenſible terms, that the 


Sovereign will diſcover the hard uſage 


Rivers has ſuſtained, uncomplainingly 
ſuſtained, during a long, long period, 
whilſt he was ſhedding his blood in his 
ſervice. 


Tris Melvin will get preſented for 
the royal peruſal, the hour of his arri- 
val at Coxheath ; and the great merit of 
his performance is, that it is conciſe, and 
at the ſame time ſo intelligent, that every 
word will paint out to his Majeſty's view 


whatever can be wiſhed he ſhould be 


made acquainted with, 


Tr1s is, however, a ſecret between 
him and me; ſo that if Lydia had con- 
tinued 


NG V a 


morial of the whole tranſaction, wherein 


LY - 
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tinued your darling correſpondent, you 
would have been uninformed of an ar- 
*ticle of the firſt importance to your 


-* 


Wir son. (the honeſt, good-natured 
Wilſon) has been with my father, to 
enquire whether money, the key to all 
things, would not be uſeful on this oc- 
caſion; but he aſſures him, his boy 
ſhould not purchaſe his liberty, if he was 
maſter of millions, but abide the deci- 
ſion of a tribunal, an honourable tribu- | 


nal, whoſe Fat will not only ſpeak him 
into his quondam ſituation; but convert ; 
his diſgrace into a triumph; and the ' 
poor fellow went away - viſibly diſap 
pointed. elle nc T #F 
| | | N . . fr 
Yer, though he is for flying to pecu; 1 
niary remedies on every diſeaſe, no mo- wi 
ney has he beyond what will anſwer the 


= ; > 0 conve- 


conveniences of himſelf and family.— 
He has credit, however, with a certain 
lady, who would be happy to ſerve Mr. 
Rivers in the ſecond perſon, in order to 
lighten the burthen of obligation nice 
minds incur, when their friends, to make 
tbemfelves happy, make themſelves ſer- 
viceable to thoſe they love. My father 
ſaid, “ Wilſon wanted nothing but a for- 
tune to be as great and as amiable as 


24 


« Mrs. Mildmay.” That 1s, however; a 
point which eannot be brought to proof; 
and fo he muſt pardon my ſecret doubt- 
ings, though I think very tolerably of 
the young man's goodneſs of heart. 


My Clerical Admirer has rectiveg his 
diſmiſſion.— His viſits, madam, were ſo 
frequent, after the rencounter you are 
acquainted with, that he fairly lived 
with us; and I ſuſpecting him of foul 
play, aſked * father's leave to give 
him 
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him his audience de congé. — He was 
piqued; he muttered ſomewhat, and 
departed. I felt myſelf relieved by the 
incident, and am now both in appearance 
and reality only Melvin's. 


Mus. Mil Dax viſits the youths 
every morning. Hoſpitals, priſons, have 
no terrors for her, if ſhe can rejoice the 
minds of their inhabitants !—She rallies 
Melvin on his want of gallantry to his 
miſtreſs, and tells him, it is plain, from 
his voluntary captivity, that friendſhip 
is the moſt lively ſentiment in his bo- 
ſom. 


WIru Ferdinand ſhe talks of you; 
propheſies the moſt flattering things re- 
ſpecting you; and I ſhould not be ſur- 
priſed to hear, if ſhe ſtarted as media- 
tor and plenipotentiary between the fa- 
milies; the corner-ſtone of their recon- 


ciliation | 
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ciliation being the intermarriage of their 
heir-apparents.— Ferdinand will inhe- 
rit all his father's virtues, madam, (a 
goodly portion, let me tell you !) as you 

your father's treaſures ; therefore do not 
look with diſdain upon the compariſon; 


I Had thoughts of waiting upon the 
grim Sovereign of theſe martial do- 
mains, and, throwing myſelf at his feet, 
melt his hard nature into mercy; but I 
find it is a received proverb, That flint 
ſhall become flummery, and ſteel a whipt- 
ſyllabub, when a tear of humanity be- 


dims his eye, or a ſigh of benevolence 


agitates his heart.” Lou may imagine 


I profited by the hint, and left him un- 


diſturveck bymy ee 


Ir was hoped Conrheath would have 
been the firſt ſpot of royal viſitation z— 
but, alas! it will be the laſt; which 1s, 
Vol. II. KöͥVññꝗAꝛ mane 
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indeed, the ground of the Brazens' pre. 
ſumption. — His Lordſhip, you will 
find on the ecclairciſſement, is the grand 
hinge on which my brother's perſecu- 
tion turns; and that it is in his perſon 
he is ſeeking to wound us all: but you, 
as well as I, are too good a Chriſtian 
not to defy the devil and all his works, 
workmen and worſhippers— in which 
catalogue his Lordſhip and his Lord- 
' ſhip's train are infallibly included. 


Mr ſervice to Sir Ferdinand, and tell 
Him, that my higheſt ambition in this 
world is, to receive an invitation from 
him to paſs a few weeks of the receſs in 
Somerſetſhire | No pilgrim ever made a 
voyage to Mecca with more heart-felt 
devotion than I ſhould perform that 
journey I am not one of the fend. 
ing parties; I am nothing but a harm- 
leſs . and his moſt obliged hum- 

ble 


NO ugg 
ble ſervant.— See that you do my bid- 
ding with a good grace, and obtain me 
a gracious anſwer, as you value the 

eſteem, the approbation, the affectionate 
attachment of your | 


ELLA RIVERS; 
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GPORTINGLY & you concluded 
your laſt epiſtle, it has produced a 
moſt happy effect! My father — the 


contraſt, as your pen has been pleaſed 


to delineate him, of Sir Joun FLowtr- 
DALE—Wwas touched by your remem- 
brance of him. 


«© No, Heaven forbid,” ſaid he, © I 
c ſhould confound the innocent with 
„the guilty, admitting both father 
& and ſon were guilty of the ſin of in- 
« pratitude in its higheſt turpitude ! 
Tell her, therefore, I ſhall be delight- 
* ed to ſee her. How are they all?” 
ſaid he, after ſome little pauſe.— What 
an amiable family I once believed 
te them to be !— A little romantic the 

| . « father 


* 
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* father and mother, indeed ! for they 
diſobliged their friends, to marry and 
become beggars. - But I loved your 
* mother well enough to have gone the 
ſame lengths to have obtained her, and 
* ſo never ſaw that article of their con- 
« duct_in the likeneſs of a fault, until 
they flew in my face, ſpurned at my 
« -long-continued friendſhip, and renoun- 
t ced me and mine with a menacing air. | 
T Don't you remember how he looked, = 
«* when I called after him, tame fool as . 
„I was | when he toxe the children _ | 
* on e bo rowett © rH $970 


— 


« © My Hons Sir, faid I, * if I had only 1 
* the courage to tell you his motives, | 

* inſtead of condemning you would love | 
. and honour him FT i 


«© How?s' that? aid os &< how's 
16 that: $23 3 
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J, your child, was the only one td 
« blame on that occaſion !“ 


«* Prove me that, prove that to me, 


and you ſhall find me as forward to 


“ reftify my miſtake, as I was to com- 
* mit it. Let's hear how and about it.” 


- I BrosmeD, I ſuppoſe, Ella; looked 
now in his face, then on the ground; it 
was ſo aukward to proclaim my regard 
for a young fellow, beſides the uncer- 
tainty of the reception my confeſſion 
might meet with. However, neceſſity at 


length made me valiant. I opened my 
whole ſoul to him; not forgetting a lit- 


tle of your father's addreſs to me at part- 
ing. 355 b 


He was moved! Ver well,” ſaid 
he, © very well, indeed ! The young fel- 
<< low might be liked without diſnonour 

6c to 
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to the faireſt ſhe "9 you ſhall 


« know my farther mind on PONG ſubje& 
« in a few days.“ 


bons not puſh the matter, though 
the ſuſpence he left me in was a cruel 
one. -He indeed, to convince me he was 
not angry with me, made me a preſent 
of the incloſed note, kiſſed me, and told 
me I had. been a good girl !=a noble 
5 girl !---and he was ſatisfied,” 


Now, if you ſay one word about the 
incloſed little loan (for you ſhall pay me 
again, take notice, at ſome future period) 
I will never forgive you. Let Mrs. 
Mildmay have the credit of it, but em- 
ploy it ſo as to promote the convenience 
of thoſe we love.. 


Your Melvin ſhall henceforth be my 
Melvin, for his ſteady affection to the 
K 4 deeſer- 
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deſerving Ferdinand; nor do I require a 
ſironger teſtimony of his fine taſte, un- 
derſtanding, or principles, than his 
friendſhip for that young fellow. 
Goodneſs to gpodnefl Ella, i is a v natural 
attraction,” 


_ How inparicibly ſhall 1 wait the ex- 
piration 27 the few days my father men- 
tioned “ And in a few days,” ſaid he, 
<« you ſhall know my farther mind on 
te the ſubject ! He has certainly ſome 
ſecret correſpondent which informs him 
of all that paſſes; and either from natu- 
ral liberality, or the force of your bro- 
ther and Mr. Rivers' 8 merits, rakes — 
vourable reports. 


Vo are good, beyond all example 
good, in this laſt letter; and I am conſo- 
led and cheered, if not abſolutely ſatis- 
fied: but I hope Ferdinand will not think 

WE 
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of making a ſecond ae | 


terous On what motives ?—His King 


knows not he has ſuch a ſervant, and the 


Royal Delegates are not capable of diſco- 


vering his perfections; or, if they could, 


would maliciouſly trace them to falſe 
cauſes; call his modeſty, meanneſs of 
ſpirit; his fortitude, boldneſs; his reſig- 
nation, inſolence; and his honour, pride. 


It is only in the ſhade of life his virtues 


can ſhine forth in their native luſtre; 
unannoyed by the rough blightings of 


envy, untainted by the rude breath of 


calumny, and uninjured by the baſe miſ- 
repreſentation- of deſigning and wicked 
men, who ſeek to riſe on the ruins. of the 


worthy.— Write, write on, my beſt girls 


and belicve'r me to be, 
Tours, Ke. | 


C. FiETCnueR, 
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calling !—I would not believe but 
there was a miſtake in it; and ringing 
my bell, ſent ſome half-dozen meſſengers 
out to enquire what could occaſion i * . 
2 There were no letters for me whatev- 


« er.“ Bid the poſtman come in, I 
6c * muſt ſpeak to him e ae 
«F RIEND, pray oblige me ſo "a as to A 
0 „lock over your parcels again! You 
muſt have miſplaced it. I am confi · 
e dent. my friends have written to me. 
* Here is half. a- crown for your trouble; 
and if you find me one, I will give you 
— 7... RES 
„Ir was in yain,” the poor fellow 
8 ſaid, 


ſaid, © to lie; for he had not one, if his 
life depended upon it, with my direc- 
«* tion. But if I pleaſed, ſince I was fo 


« earneſt, I might ſatisfy myſelf, * 
gn: them revs our before me. = 


. my neighbours, Ella, v were made 
happy; my heart and only mine was 
wounded by diſappointment; I fent the 
fellow awayin ſomething likediſhumour, 

though ſenſible he was not to blame; 
and when alone, e 


1 cannot be out of tenderneſs you 
have omitted writing !—The worſt news 
had only made me miſerable; your 
| filence diſtracts me!—What can have 
befallen all my friends — All, all in 
cuſtody !—All dead or dying !-I am 
bewildered in conjectures, and give up 
the poſſibility of gueſſing with Pans 
regret. 
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Norhixo but ſome fatal chance can 


| have incited you to neglect me !—Yet 


tell me I.am deceived, and I will thank 
you for proving to me I am an idle, fear- 
ful girl; and firſt make bugbears, then 
terrify myſelf by them. 


My father too remains wrapped up in 
reſerves . He muſt read my. anxiety in 
my countenance ; yet has the firmneſs 
(not to ſay the unkindneſs) to read it 
unmoved. Did his peace of mind de- 


pend upon my voice, oh how ſpeedily 


ſhould he enjoy it !—I mean, if it was 
poſſible for us to change characters: for 
you need not tell me (as the caſe now 
ſtands), it is my duty to be attentive to a 
father's repoſe. 


5 Way ſhould you tempt the weak of 
heart? Many a damſel in my diſtreſsful 


ſituation would long ſince have broke 


throug oh 


NOVEL. 


ci every reſtraint, and viſited your 
Camp to enquire for him, ſhe loved. 
Neither a regard for the world's opi- 
nion, a father's diſpleaſure, nay, what, 
ought to- be of the higheſt conſequence 
to her, the good opinion of the man ſo 
dear to her, would have deterred her; 
but ſhe would have flown on the wings: 
of indiſcretion and impatience, to get at 


the deſired tidings. 


1 AM, *tis. true, incapable of every 
ſuch deſperate ſtep. What may ſeem 
ſelf-denial, I conſider as neceſſity.—1 
will be worthy of Ferdinand's attach- 


ment, whatever it coſts him; and ſhew 
him the wife he may expect, in the ar- 
ticle of ſharing his difficulties, by my 
reſolution in my ſingle ſtate. —And I 
know my conduct will have all its merit 
with him.— Wretch that I am, per- 
haps he is now no more !—Perhaps— 

| But 
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But I forbear to draw a picture that 
would rend my ſoul! — O Ella, Ella! 
can you forgive yourſelf for thus trifling 
with the ſenſibility of. her who is moſt 
truly, es. *-; 


Your 


C. Fierennn ? 


LET: 


LETTER XLAV. 


T Lament, my dear madam, as much 

as you can do, that a letter did not 
reach you, agreeably to your expecta- 
tion; and where to lay the blame, I 
know not. Mrs. Mildmay's people 
could have no temptation to ſuppreſs. 
it; Lord Brazen's friends to intercept 


it, I wrote every incident, from the diſ- 


patching my former epiſtle down to the 
hour of ſealing and ſending the laſt to 
the poſt : ſome croſs accident has inter- 
vened, and perhaps we muſt never hope 
to ſee it more, 


My poor dear father has drooped 
ever ſince Ferdinand's confinement ; 
but it is His altered countenance alone 
that ſpeaks. his diſcontent.—O what a 
Ring is poverty to the noble mind 

| Tet 
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Yet is there no extracting it; for he 
will not, poſſibly he cannot, return 
Mrs. Mildmay's affection. 


1 rot o you Lord ti was at the 
bottom of this buſineſs Read the in- 
cloſed, and then tell me, if there is 


ſuch a cold· blooded villain in ex- 
Iſtence.. 5 > 


. To Mrs. Mil DpMAv. 


= 


„ Maran, 

« FA ME informs me, that Rivers? 
boy is got into hold for tattling too 
 # freely of his ſuperiors ; of the num. 
ber of which I have the honour to 


— 


* 2 make . 1 * 


= 


No to prove: to you chat He uh 
ea generous adverſary to deal with, if 


| * you will put it in my power to ſtand 
4 NF | forth 
; 


N | N O VE &; > ww. 


e forth in his behalf, I am ready. 


&* You have the diſpoſal of your for- 


© tune, and a certain Lady's hand, en- 
< tirely in yourſelf; give me an in- 
cc ſtance of your complaiſance, your li- 
te berality, and you ſhall find me all 
% you can wiſh; a warm admirer of 


« yourſelf, and a warm advocate for 


© the unthinking boy you eſtem. 

Dos As to my laſt letter, it was. wrote 
de in the height of my diſappointment 
* at being refuſed : it therefore ſhould 
be £@nf{idered as a proof of my love, 
«in proportion as its contents may im- 
peach my politeneſs. —To be un- 
* guarded on ſome CA is meri- 
1 torious. N 


The leſs my Wit, the more my Tab pe | 


hs ns the ſoft Seppho, mho verfatily 
M ande 
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* underſtood the ys of the tender 
a «paſſion, 


„ SHALL I do yſis the "RAG of 
„ writing to the General, that I may 
* make a point of obtaining Rivers 
& the younger his liberty? 1 think I 
may flatter myſelf 1 ſhould: not write 
* in vain.— But yaur fair ſelf muſt ſet 
« me the example of mercy, of good- 
* neſs, you would have me purſue, — 
« You are, then, in the ſtricteſt ſenſe of 
& the word, the Arbitreſs of his fate; 
and may command the, diſpoſe me as 
« you. pleaſe.—I ſhall impatiently ex. 

SBS your ander, 


4 And am, Madam, &C; | 


&<. BrAZzEN.” 


And fo much for: Lord Brazen's elo- 
| quence, 


— 
1 
4 


4 


quence, his arts of perſuaſion Fou 
would, I preſume, like to read Mrs. 
Mildmay* 8 ßer. — Than chen 1 oblige 
you. : 


&« To Lord BRAZZEN. 


de My Lon; 


" © # 


« I HAVE debe ved two of is moſt | 


% gallant epiſtles from your Lordſhip, 


e that, I muſt COnTRIVe, were ever write 


© ten. 


« For the feſt, I return vo my 


A N. O E M wh 


% moſt hearty thanks ;—it leg me at 


© once into your character, and J con- 


gratulated myſelf that my foul had 


8 * refuſed eee wich you. 
* 


% For the ſecond, 1 mali only obe | 


* ſerve, that the heart that could ac- 


& cept 


7 - 


as i 
a1 COX HE A TH: 


* cept a bribe to do a good - natured 
* action, is not the heart for my money. 


The Weſt-Indian muſt write in the 


de mercantile ſtile ; and your Lordſhip 
* will not be ſhocked, becauſe you are 
* prepared for every thing that is low- 
< bred from that quarter, Had you 
« exerted any little intereſt you may 
* poſſeſs for Virtue's ſake,” your con- 
* duct would have had all its merit 
with me: but, to attempt to make a 
& cat's- -paw of the brother's diſtreſs to 


| 6 « help you to the hand of the ſiſter, is 
<5 poor, ſo paltry an action, that I 


<« haſten to take my leave of you on 
** Paper, „as I have already done of all 
. ct perſonal intercourſe with you, for 
«ever; and doubt not but Mr. 
«« Rivers and his . ſon will. fil more 


able ſupport from their own unſul- 


« lied: fame, than they could poſſibly 
do in the boaſted friendſhip of Lord 


* 6% Braze D. 


* 


© 


i 

A AN 0: V- BL. ah 
< Brazen. I have the honour, my 
4 Lord, to be an independant woman, 
b. . 


„ E. MIL DPMA.“ 
6c © Ap let Lord Brazen (the Jour 


e woman ſays) do his worſt !—If Mr. 
« Rivers would give her leave, ſhe 


« would ſoon ſhew whole intereſt was 


< moſt powerful! But ſhe wiſhes him 
© to owe no obligations to any thing 
„ but his own merits, and the merits 


« of his ſon's cauſe, who is a cruelly- 


e oppreſſed and e 
Sed young fellow.“ 


4 


Warn the matter will be brought to 


a happy iſſue, I know not; but Melvin 
| holds faſt his integrity, and demands a 


Court-Martial for them both; «© when 
* his Majeſty,” he ſays, * muſt know 


«all; and the greateſt will be found 


* (ne. 


Vw 


$»* 
* 


214 cox A Th 


te the leaſt ; the mighty muſt be creſt- 
* fallen.” 


Dip my father but bear up better, I 
ſhould be ſatisfied, and wait the event 
with Chriſtian patience ; but I can per- 
ceĩve it is the narrowneſs of his fortune, 
and the obſcurity of his fame, that 
wounds him thus. He cannot augment 
the one, he cannot announce the other; 
and Mrs. Mildmay is too tenderly con- 
nected with us, not to be ſuſpected of 
partiality, when doing him barely juſ- 
dice. 


 WxririnG, once my delight, is now 
become a taſk, —I perform it, becauſe 
it is demanded of me ;—demanded by 
every tie of friendſhip and affection 
between us; but I have loſt all my 
ſubjects. Our viſiting- parties are at an 
end; our ſocial circle is broke up; 

eyen 


Aa NOVEL. any 


even the Camp incidents paſs unheeded 
by me, and my whole thoughts are di- 
vided between Melvin and Ferdinand, 
and my beloved father. Be aſſured, 
whatever diſappointments in the letter 
you may experience, do not originate 
from me; for I will ſend you a line 


by every poſt, till it is again in * 
power to ſubſcribe myſelf . 


Your happy, 
* as well as your affectionate, 


ELLA RIvERS. 


„ 


ths 8 2 
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LETTER XL. 


Tur __ events often originate 


from trivial incidents, is a trite, 


but, my dear madam, a true obſer- 


vation; and you will find it verified in 


the perſon of your friend. 


_ My father's penſiveneſs increaſed up- 
on us until he confeſſed himſelf ill.— 
Ill indeed ! for he was no longer able to 
go abroad, much leſs perform the duties 


of his profeſſion. 


Mas. MiLpmay retired often to her 
cloſet—to weep, I was well informed by 
the redneſs of her eyes; though ſhe had 
taken, I doubt not, every precaution to 
conceal that teſtimony of her tender- 


"nels. 


A MES- 


4 N o vr aw 


A MESSENGER arrived from the Camp! 
Mr. Rivers was much worſe. * 


„ Einle my dear,“ faid kin Miles 
may, we will make him an inſtant 
vie. a 


Sys was profoundly ſilent during our 
whole little journey, and I could per- 
ceive ſome important matter was revolv- 
ing in her boſom.— We arrived, and 
were conducted to the bed- ſide of the 
poor deſponding Lieutenant. 


He Wifi his head; ai 


+ Your goodneſs, madam—” 

„ Aras, Sir!” ſaid ſhe; *I am no 
come to forfeit your eſteem, your 
“good opinion for ever but Heaven 
can witneſs for me the purity of the 

Vol. II. 3 oY friend- 


decor den, 


0 friendſhip I bear you l Vou muſt not 
e interrupt me. Had you been ſuc- 
« ceſsful in life, the ſecret I am now go- 
* ing to diſcloſe would have been bu- 
% ried in my breaſt. I ſhould have 
« ſeen your countenance lighted up with 
&* ſmiles of gladneſs, and ſhould have 
#6 rejoiced | in your joy. But I behold 
you the prey of ſilent anguiſh ! Vou 


c. are dying, Sir, before my eyes, a | 


« martyr to paternal affection, and un- 


& rewarded merit,— What avails the for- 
e tune God has given me, if I muſtſur- 


% vive the friend of my heart ?=Oh 


« pity the conflict I ſuſtain ! reconcile 


e me to myſelf, by ſhewing me you do 
“ not deſpiſe me; and at leaſt entitle 
me to mix my tears with thoſe of your 

beloved children: —in a word, Sir, 

condeſcend to be my huſband.” 1 


oa 8 my dear,“ wa my father 
"mY am 


- 


i $4..9% 
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« am I delirious? or is it Mrs, Mild- 
c may that ſpeaks to me thus?” 
I XVEELED down, and, taking his 
hand in mine, wept—but could not 
reply. 


Tux ſame meſſenger who informed us 
of my father's increaſed diſorder, had 
borne the intelligence to poor Wilſon, 
—and he followed 1 us with all expedi- 
tion to Camp. 
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- My father was about to ſpeak. Ne- 
ver did I behold Wilſon before with: 
diſſatisfaction; but the moment was ſo 
critical, I could not forgive his inter- 
ruption,—The interruption was, indeed, 
extraordinary; for ruſhing in, Do I live 
to behold you thus?” cried he, my dea 
« liverer, my father! and ſhall your 


vis 
0 


enemies triumph over you? Then it 
L 2 — 


< js time I ſhould make my laſt _ 


eto you. 


« Was it not your hand that raiſed 
me from the ground—that called back 
* my fleeting ſpirit - that healed: my 
<< wounds—that fed, that protected me, 
«© when wholly deſtitute of friends, of 
ic money, of habitation ?——DidI not 
<& receive all this, did J not enjoy it, 
& without ſinking under the weight of 
v the obligation? Mrs. Mildmay 
Knows I was proud of your goodneſs; 
yet have feared'to aſk one little fa- 
ac your of you. It has hung on my 
_ « lips numberleſs times! Tour ſon, 
* might he not hope his father would 

< ſhare his good, as he had ſhared his 
1 ill fortune !—Your Lydia, too, you 
& have beſtowed upon me! Then on my 
knees let me implore you to accept 


this waiſtcoat,” a i forth from 
his 


AN O . 
his inſide coat- pocket, < the legacy of 


my old maſter ! He gave it me to make 
* me happy; but your acceptance of it 
can alone induce me to call it vas 
« juable.”* 


Ox my honour, I thought his inte 
lects were impaired, and roſe haſtily to 
give him way.—An old ſattin waiſtcoat ! 
-I looked firſt at that, then at him; 
and moſt 3 . him. 

by My dear fellow,” ſaid my father, 
« what am 1 to underſtand from all 
© this I know your noble: mindedneſs, 
and thence alone hefitate to comply. 
% with your requeſt. — When you men- 
« tioned the waiſtcoat as your prize, I 
expected to have heard it contained 
«© hidden treaſure. You forbore to- 
hint at ſuch a thing; and for your 
1 . I was ſorry to find myſelf diſ- 
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t appointed. But you now call my at- 
* tention back: I begin to ſuſpect I 
_ *-was right in my conjectures; and I 
« muſt therefore know the value of the 
« oft, before I take it even from a 
| Joh.” | 


« Is this like Mr. Rivers ?—I will, 
« however, anſwer you truly, on one 
* condition,” 


% Nam it,” ſaid my father. 


« THA you conſent to let it be di- 
« yided equally amongſt your children, 
* after reſerving a father's portion to 
* yourſelf, If you deny me n jou 
are not my father.“ 


I Had got the waiſtcoat by this time 
in * 1 not x Koning what I did. 


6c i« Can 


A NOV E „C mv 


« Can you,” continued he, © refuſe 
* me a requeſt, on which | ſolemnly de- 


„ clare my happineſs is dependent? — 
Nay, Sir, your morality mult engage 


* you to it; for I have bound myſelf, 


by a moſt ſacred vow, never to touch 


« a farthingMny old friend intended me, 
% unleſs with the general participation 
* of you and yours. Hitherto I have 
© moſt religiouſly kept my word; nor 
* will I break it, though your preſent. 
« circumſtances has wrung the ſecret of 
* my wealth perhaps eee from 
6 me.“ 29 | 

<« You deſerve to be happy your « own 
« way,” ſaid my father; I therefore. 
<« yield the point, and the waiſtcoat is 


% mine,—Ella, Mrs, Mildmay, are wit- 


«© neſſes of the gift, - and now tell me. 
_ « what I am maſter of.” 
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« Tnar is impoſſible, Sir,“ ſaid 
Wilſon. — “ Every one :of thoſe but- 
* tons incloſes a brilliant, —The good 
old man appriſed me of his inten- 
tion a moment or two before he 
* carried it into execution, and pointed 
a out to me the lot 1 mou take, toge- 
ther with the nature, though not the 
« extent of its value; for he knew it 
“not himſelf. It was for this reaſon he 
« conjured me to depart as ſoon as he 
* ſhould expire.” 


« WnrarT a finiſhed deceiver,” faid 
Mrs. Mildmay, © have I taken into 
* my fervice! How could you paſs your- 

_ «© felf off for a forlorn wretch, when you 
& knew you was as rich as a Nabob !— 
e ſhall never forgive you.—Does Ly- 


* dia—. 


Tuts, my dear madam, is the firſt 
al 1 te time 


N OE I. ny, 


cc time the confeſſion has eſcaped my 
lips; and though I am the huſband of 
* a woman J moſt tenderly love, I never 
called myſelf completely bleſſtd till 
© HO. Now, Sir, yu are . ih; 
ba father eld NEC 


4 


oy Trex: ery ily ſaid the Lide 
nant, *and, on your duty, oppole not hy 
* reſotution.--- The number of buttons 
ig ſeven; three of which 1 inſiſt upon 
your receiving from me, as my gift; * 
<« the remaining four ſhall be divided: 


between Ferdinand and Ella. 


* 
WE A 


An Sir! and can you inſiſt upon 
Y being the alone unbenefited perſon by. 
« the treafure. 1 Have ſo anxidufly” pre. 
= „ ferygaor | Hon fake? py A N 

* Txt 

of You will Lorie he” G6 my fa 
ther, «when 1 tell you; 1- barn | 
dd x 5 | 1 — * 


* 
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% provided for; a brighter jewel than an 
(0 you can boaſt, the good Pr ovidence of 
„Heaven has this day beſtowed upon 
me I- That lady, Sir, is mine !---mine 
« by every tender, every affectionate tie! 
My heart has been obedient. to my 
% head; but the war was hardly ſuſtain- 
«ed:-:-My honour forbade, my admi- 
«* ration bade me pay my devoirs to 
% her; but there was no ſeparating her 
« from her fortune, and that ſilenced me 
40 for ever on the ſubject. —- Will vou, 
% madam, will you let my ſon Wilſon 


« have the honour of Joining. our 
2 hands?“ 

1 overturned a camp- ſtool up- 
on my toes, and threw an umbrella ; into 
my face, by his eagerneſs to perform the 
pleafing taſk; and as it is agreed a ſpe- 
ciak meſſenger ſhall be diſpatched to the 
Commons or a Nn licence, it is pro- 
bable 


BY NOVEL - 2p; 


bable before this reaches you I ſhall have- 
a Mother, as well as a Father. 


* 


Havino ſomewhat recovered our 


ſelves, I went off with Wilſon in Mrs. 

Mildmay's coach, to tell Ferdinand the 

« wonderful works of. Providence,” as. 
my. father called it; Lydia, you mult. 
underſtand, previouſly alighting from her 
phaeton, in purſuit of her runaway huſ-- 
band: She had perceived his mind 


% uncommonly oppreſſed, and could no 


« longer contain herſelf. ſo we left the 
fond pair to unfold the tale of their 


« and our felicity to her, at their. lei- 
F 


tor 
f 8 
3 


| FenpinanD forgot his owa ſityation,.. 
himſelf, me, in his joy; but, my dear 
madam, you was amply remembered. 
---He. would write to Sir Ferdinand the 
Uſtant he knew -the value of Wilſon's - 
f 8 6 preſent os 
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| preſent he would no longer conſtrain 
himſelf from writing to you; he would 
work miracles;---when, deſcending from 
his high flight, he recollected the firſt 
neceſſary ſtep was unlocking his priſon- 
doors, reſtoring his fame, &c. &c. be- 
fore he could with any degree of propri- 
ety (through the medium of your fa- 
cher's conſent) lay his heart at your 


"MeLvin was as boiſterous in his tran- 

ports as the Monſter in the Tempeſt; 
and, generous fellow as he is, felt more, 
much more on my father's account than 
his own. The poor Lieutenant would 
* now ſo overlook his foes, and their 
little ſouls would be ſo diſmayed 1“ 
However, not a word of the diamonds i is 
to be told abroad; and we are to ſeem to 
derive every thing from Mrs. Mild- 
| may's 


4A NONE CL.O as 


mays . let the n n —_ bit 
will. | 1514 1 


1 


Wane I 1 to my father's on; : 

behold he was riſen, ſeated in his eaſy 
chair, and at breakfaſt ;---Lydia pour- 
ing out the tea, and now ſweetening the 
ſlop- baſon inſtead of the cups, and now 
burning her fingers with the tea- pot. 
There never was a happier breakfaſt (as 
Sterne ſays) ſince the Flood ! 
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Nezp I add aught to this epiſtle 2 
to its length, its intelligence, or its 
I want a word, and fo ſhall only add, that 


Jam, &c, 


ELLA Rivztrs, 


* 


8 1 hs 
W S 


Note, I mean to write a Novel, and 
call it be Waiſteoat, according to the 
taſte of the times ; and 1 thin I may be 

| bold 
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bold to ſay, that if ever there was merit 
in a title, there would be in this, tho? 
not ſo high- ſounding as ſome that have 
lately appeared in our prints. 
Once more adieu! 


Finn Rivers. 
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LETTER XII. 


£ 


1 E NI it was chli e to 3 ne- 


cedſſary to return to the Hall; that 


my ien might have a little ſleep, we 
took our leave (all except Lydia, who 
would attend upon him for the day) in 
very unuſual ſpirits; my father in a moſt 
agreeable manner telling Mrs. Mildmay; 
ſhe muſt be now- ſenſible he was not a- 
bove being obliged by the friend of his 
heart, — You, and only you, my dear 


4 madam, ſhall be Rivers“ 15 wan, 


re | F 1 #75 75 


3 


Wx attacked Wilſon in HR 
terms on the deception he had practiſed . 


on _ his "A and all mankind. 


« Fa me there, ſaid be 4 66 for L 
7 was under a neceſſity to let Davieei in- 
| 7:30 Ps 
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* to ſome part of my ſecret. -A little 
e button at the collar of the waiſtcoat, 
„ which Mr. Rivers did not perceive 

* wanting, was cut off by me in India, 
and depoſited in his hands as a ſecu- 
4 rity for ſeveral ſums of money he ac- 

* commodated me with, and the expen- 

* ces of my paſſage. The truth is, he 
% had ſo much generoſity, as for a long 
© time to refuſe accepting the pledge, 
and was at laſt alone prevailed upon 

% by my declaring I would be ſerved on 
** no other conditions. He has diſpoſed 

*,of it ſince our arrival, and I am now 
« maſter of a very decent ſum of money 
<« for an humble and a private fellow, as 
15 the jewel bore a tolerable 8 | 


BETTER and better! Gai Mrs Mild: 
may. ---S0, you find, Ella, we are eve- 
. way abuſed i py 19-32 | ag” 
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“Ir will be in your power, madam, 


to puniſh him as he deſerves, by pro- 
< ving a very mother-in-law to his Ly- 


« dia the only way to come at dim, 
and make him ſmart effectually.“ 


We now expreſſed our aſtoniſhment, 


that in the viciſſitudes of life he had 
been expoſed to, he could preſerve his 
prize. — He anſwered, He wore it 
«* continually, night as well as day, by 


« way of garment; that the meanneſs 
ce of its appearance ſecured it from al 
* ſuſpicion; and his old friend valued 
00 himſelf much on the device of cover- 
=y 1 the buttons with wrought leather 
© —at once a defence and a diſguiſe for 
a the brilliants they containe * 


WI next turned our thoughts to poot 
F erdinand ; and. Mrs,” N vie 
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our concurrence, reſolved to write to a 


Great Man, her particular friend, and 


incloſe Lord Brazen's two epiſtles for 
his peruſal; then ſtating the particulars 
and origin of the hard treatment my 
brother had ſuſtained, aſk his Lordſhip 
(her friend I mean) if it did not clearly 
appear to reſult from that quarter, and 


how ſhe ſhould proceed? The letter 


Was accordingly diſpatched ſo ſoon as 
we reached Mildmay-Hall. 


Tux evening brought a meſſage from 
Camp, that my father was much better, 
but that Lydia would remain with him 


that one night; and they hoped to ſee us 
early to breakfaſt the e morning. 


Tais was ſufficient ; though, if we | 
had not rallied Wilſon, he would have | 
ſet off to ſupport his cara /poſa in her 


filial watching, —We laughed * the 
hours 


Nw... . — 282 80 
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hours till we had notice ſupper was on 


table, and then ſat down, and eat like fo 
many farmers. 1 


—— 


WIrTsOx's heart was ſo open, that he 
drank bumper after bumper to the re- 
newed health and approaching felicity 
of his noble and beloved father, and 
confuſion (Mrs. Mildmay faid reformas 
tion) to his enemies; and ſo well ſatisfied 
were we with our ſubjects and each 
other, that we did not break up our ** 
pay till e | ; 


IA more than ever impatient for the 
Royal Review, now that I ſhall figure 
away in my mother's coach-and-ſix, and 
be known all over the Heath for the 


daughter of the rich Weſt-Indian, the 


amiable Mrs. Mildmay ; and for ſuch T 
9 io be preſented to their WIT 
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by a man of the firſt faſhion, who is 
Mrs. Mildmay's moſt obedient humble 
ſervant „ though not in a lover: like 
way; for ſhe lends him caſh whenever 
he ſtands in need of it, and, from ap- 
proving his political principles, has 


eſpouſed his intereſt in many parts of the 


kingdom at the laſt Election; and it 
will be his own fault, if ſhe forſakes 
him in that or any other point in fu- 


o ſoon as Mrs. Mildmay is converted 
into Mrs. Rivers, their nuptials will be 


| announced—announced in lerrorem thro'- 
out the Camp z the poor Lieutenant 


will have his ſuite of ſervants, his hor- 
ſes, his carriages, to attend him; and 
thus poſſeſſed of wealth, and fame, and 
friends, Heaven and Earth what a 
5 ths appear to his foes 


1 enjon f 
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I enjoy their gnaſhing of teeth, by anti- 
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am lifted out of myſelf; and 


cipation 


can barely recolle& how much I ought 


to be 


5 


ELLA RivzRs, 


* 
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LETTER XLVII. 
OUR family and ae my 
deareſt Ella, are a chemical com- 
pound of all the worſt vices of the 
worſt part of their ſpecies, viz, diſſimu- 


lation, hypocriſy, intrigue, deception, 
EC. Ke: dre. 


Nr father ſent for me down about 
half an hour ago; and on my entering 
the parlour received me with, Well, 
my good girl, we ſhall now ſee whe- 
ether Ferdinand deſerves you,—Have 


e you any letter from him?“ 


* 


* 
& 


I REPLIED, © I had not.” 

py Nax, for that matter,” returned he, 
& ] believe I am ſomewhat too haſty in 
© my expectations; for he can by this 


— % ® | / ws time | 


n 


* 


A NOVEL... 


« tune.“ 


IT was lucky I had not read your joy- 
ful tidings, for your diamonds had all 


been innocently ſpread out by me ta my 


% Max I aſk, Sir,” ſaid J, with an 


agitation I could not conceal, «+ what it 


is you mean 2” 1 


A Boy of fix weeks old, the only 
bar to the Lieutenant's inheritance of a 
fine eſtate, died laſt night. They were 
„ ſo wile as to inoculate the babe, and 


* ſo have provided both for it and your: 


friends. The father has been dead 


near three months, and was firſt-cou-! 


<6 ſin to Rivers the elder, though too, 
« proud and too ill- natured to take no- 
« tice of him after his marriage into a 
Low family,” _ Wall 


gt 
5 


Tris, 


1 
ec time ſcarcely know his change of for- 


wa. 8 _ nm 
=_ 
* 


* 
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Tus, then, Ella, this is the avenue 


your father alluded to- How prudent 
it was of him to bring you up without 
the knowledge of what might never 


have reached you! More young minds 


are undone by ſuch falſe politics, than 
by any other error of education what- 
ever. Hope only raiſed to be diſap- 
pointed, is the height of imprudence and 
cruelty ! Zour father, myf dear, acted 
like himſelf. 


Now here will he wed with Mrs. 
Mildmay in the character of a poor man, 


when, lo! he is maſter of a very hand- 


ſome, though, perhaps, not equal for- 
tune with herſelf And this you call 


- honour, I ſuppoſe, and delicacy, and ge- 
neroſity, and all the fine names you can 


Rue together. 


My heart is relieved” from all its | 
| cares, 


. 
Coy | 


ee eee ee e eee e eee eee eee EE PENIS 
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cares, but for Ferdinand's liberty; for 
it is plain, he has only to make the 
overture, to obtain Sir Ferdinand's alli- 
ance. Here is another ſtroke of provi- 
dential interference, that neither you or 
could have preſumed to expect, any 
more than we could have foreſeen tt !— 
wy our general re-union be not far diſ- 


IAM ſorry for Sir Ferdinand's credit, 
that it cannot be denied he knew of your 
family-dependencies, from his firſt con- 

nexion With it; that his reſentment be- 
gan to abate from the exact period of 
the infant's inoculation ; and that his re- 
vived friendihip takes its date from that 
infant's death.—There is merit never- 
theleſs, Ella, in the advence towards a 


reconciliation coming from him, as he 


really was roughly dealt by at our fepa- 
Vol. II. M ; ration, 
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ration, be the motives as laudable as they 


Ix what I now tell you is intended to 
be kept a ſecret by your father, I beg 
you will not be ſo officious as to betray 
it. You know he is a very Quixote in 
delicacy, and, if you oppoſe or defeat 
his ſchemes, may jilt the ſweet widow at 
laſt; for there are male as well as female 


coquets, my dear, in this good world, 


Yer if the next news I receive . 
Camp is not your brother's happy and 


| honourable enlargement, I ſhall droop in 
the * of all this good fortune, 


Your wretched 


C. FLETCHER. 


LE T. 
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OV are a cenſorious, nay, a ſcur- 
rilous girl! My father, madam, 
ſcorns deception, and, if you was a 


man, would call you to ſevere account 


for your unwarrantable attack on his 
character. Let that paſs, however; for 


J have more important matters on the 
tapis. 


To breakfaſt, agreeably to the invi- 
tation mentioned in the concluſion of 
my laſt letter, did we go to Lieute- 
nant Rivers* marquee The Lieute- 
| nant was up, and ready to receive us. 
He had ſlept the whole night through. 
—Dejection of heart, madam, was his 
diſeaſe, and returning g happineſs, I truſt, 
will be his cure. 


M 2 Mas. 
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Mus. MII DMAV bluſhed, when ſhe 
entered. My father led her to a ſeat.— 
She was quite at a loſs how to behave. 


„ My kind and good friend,” ſaid 
my father, politely taking her hand, 
eis it poſſible you ſhould repent the 
© honour. you have done me? And if 
c you do not repent, what is become 
* of the graceful and engaging fami- 
% harity with which you were wont to 
treat me? I have told you all my 
* weakneſs; how painfully I conſtrain- 
* ed myſelf, to preſerve what I believ- 


te ed to be the character of an honeſt 


* man : your: condeſcenſion has melt- 
ed down all my reſolves, and I pro- 
« feſs myſelf not only your moſt de- 
* voted, but your molt affectionate 
* Rrvers; profeſs that my ſentiments 
* of you for years have been ſuch as 
merit like yours muſt infallibly in- 


8 ſpire ; 


cc 


& 
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6 ſpire ; and that henceforth I ſhall live 
« openly, as I have long done ſecretly, 
<< only for ae 


e I wiLL tell you then,” ſaid Mr. 
Mildmay, with all the becoming mo- 
deſty of her ſex, * on what terms we 
«> will meet.“ | 


Mr father was attentive. 


« We will ſuppoſe, Sir, you have 
<« ſajd every thing that can be ſaid upon 
the tender ſubject you allude to; 
and we will look forward, as per- 
« ſons who perfectly underſtand each 
00 other, and have agreed to have but 
„one houſe and one intereſt; ; and with 
the friendſhip that does credit to our 
4 ſenſibility, and the good ſenſe that 
** ought to diſtinguiſh our time of life, 
*at a convenient period obtain the 
M3 _— * ſand; 


. ' 5 1 
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e ſanction of the laws of our Country 
* for ſpending our days together; ob- 
* tain it as an act of moral neceſſity, 
* without any of the parade or prepa- 
ration, either verbal or otherwiſe, that 


is ſuitable only to our ſons and 
51 daughters.“ 


My father bowed in acquieſcence; 
and when the licence arrives, they will 
be made man and wife. How ſweetly 
did this ſweet woman cut the thread of 
love and ſoft nonſenſe, and teach both 
males and females to reſpect, to re- 
vere her conduct She could not, you 
know, live unmarried under the ſame 
roof with a man, though with the pu- 
rity of an angel, uncenſured ; and to 
have married leſs diſcreetly in the face 
of her Sons and Daughters, as ſhe 
kindly called us, would not have prov- 
ed her uniformly Mxs. MiLpMay.—But 
Tam 


AD n 1. 


I am miſtaken, if ſhe does not find an 
adoring ſwain in the perſon of her huſ- 
band to the end of her exiſtence, and 
have the fineſt things ſaid to her of any 
wife in the kingdom ; for it is my fa- 
ther's forte to be complaiſant without 
flattery, affiduous without buſtle, and 

tender without folly.— And ſo much 
for Mr. and Mrs. Rivers. We brought 
our proviſion with us, and ſo dined 
en Camp. TR 


In the afternoon, and not till the af- 
ternoon, came the ſpecial meſſenger 
with a letter to inform my father of the 
poor child's death. He read it with a 
ſteady countenance ; then preſenting it 
to Mrs. Mildmay in the moſt agreeable 
manner, «© Be pleaſed, madam,” ſaid | 
he, © to ſee what has befallen us! 
„This is my firſt notice of the inci- 

e M 4 „ 
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a dent, for my little couſin died only 
s the night before laſt.” 


Sne returned it with a ſmile, and a 
ſignificant ſhake of her head.— I re- 
« joice, Sir,” ſaid ſhe, © and ever ſhall 
& rejoice in every addition to your hap- 
<* pineſs, though I muſt think we had 
« fufficient fortune before.” 


I BECO you will learn how to behave 
yourſeli, when advancing ſomewards 
towards forty.—You may be inclined to 
take a ſecond huſband ; more particu- 
larly, madam, as my brother will have 
the honour of being your firſt ; and at 
leaſt ſecure his memory from inſulr, 
though you ſhould conceive it unnecef- 
ſary to perſevere in your widowhood 
beyond a decent period -a period of 
nine years, as is the cafe with Mrs. 
Mildmay, 1755 


WILSON 


A N q Y 


Wirsow did not come over till the 
evening, and preſently whiſpered ſome- 
what to my father. 


— 


« Very well,” replied he; and I 
thought no more of it; but it ſeems 
the licence was arrived. | 


«© I cannoT wait on you in the 
morning, madam,” ſaid my father 
at parting; I therefore flatter my- 
« ſelf, as my ſituation is ſo critical, 
„you will favour me with your com- 
„ pany at Camp.” 


«© WirTn pleaſure, Sir | No conve- 
„ nience to yourſelf or family ſhall be 
% impeded by idle punctilio.— 1 will 
« attend ou. | 


SHOULD you take this for a e 
nial aſſignation Fon ſhould not.“ 
M 5 E And 


C O Nn EAT un. 
And why fo, after what you have 
read on the ſubject? For my part, 1 
look upon it there were ſufficient words 
to the bargain, Wilſon is to have the 
felicity of giving her away. 

Bur I ſhall not crowd my Mrs. 
Mildmay's wedding into the fag-end of 
a letter ; therefore ſend this away with 
only telling you that 
I am, &c. 


KLLA RIVERS. 
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Fair Decency, celeſtial Maid! 
Deſcend from Heaven to Beauty's aid! 
Though Beauty may beget deſire, | 
*Tis Thou muſt fan the Lover's fire: 
For Beauty, like ſupreme dominion, 
Is beſt ſupported by opinion. 
If Decency brings no ſupplies, 

Opinion falls, and Beauty dies. 


HERE is a mirror at which you 1 
may ſet your cap becomingly , Me 
if you are wiſe! and for your fake a '' 
alone did I take the trouble of quoting 
it. Fair Decency, madam, wanted no 
invoking here; but in propria per/one 
attended, as my ſiſter-bridemaid. Ne- 
ver did Mrs, Mildmay look ſo lovely! _ WW 
And when the prieſt departed, ne 
preſſed my hand Now, Ella, I am « 
authorized to ſhew my tenderneſs for 
8 © Mr. 


HE J 


— 
5 
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« Mr. Rivers' children; and they ſhall 
find me all the Mother!“ 


My father ordered breakfaſt. 


Lyp1a looked round for her good 


man, as who ſhould ſay, * We are not 
* a compleat ſett without him :” but 
he was fled, to inform the poor pri- 
ſoners, it is imagined, of the impor- 
tant buſineſs he has been tranſacting. 


« Wk will not wait for him, I can 


© aſſure you,” ſaid my father. 


* By no means,” ſaid Mrs. — my 


mother I would ſay; it would be 
>. very unreaſonable, indeed, to puniſh 
« us for his tranſgreſſions! He is now, 


% my good Sir, playing the Buſy-body 


at your and my expence.” 


« His 


renn 
i Cl l f TOW 5 
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Hs heart will overflow at his lips,” 
replied-the Lieutenant, on ſome oc- 
* caſions: and, for my part, I can moſt 
* readily excuſe him on this, for the 
* ſake of the GT N 


Neepl report their j joy 1—1 mall call 
to receive their compliments to-mor- 
row. : 


Axp now comes the moſt intereſting 
part of my relation. Mr. and Mrs. Ri- 
vers, we their children dutifully aſſiſt- 
ing at the conſultation, have determined 
to write to Sir Ferdinand immediately, 
to acquaint him at once with the young 
man's impriſonment, change of fortune, 
and nen- miſdemeanour; and aſk permil- 
ſion for him, at the concluſion, of this 
his firſt and laſt campaign, to viſit So- 
merſetſhire, with hopes of obtaining 
your fair hand. — The King is daily ex- 

petted, | 


C G K HEAT H: 
: pected, my dear; and it is indeed be- 
come abſolutely neceſſary for the poor 
troops to go into winter- quarters: for, 
notwithſtanding the fineneſs of the ſeaſon, 
there are abundance of fick in the hoſpi- 
tals. But I forbear to touch ſo diſcord- 
ant a key, when love and matrimony Is 
Ra. 7, .-. | 
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My father is of opinion, that when 
once it comes to be known he is marri- 
ed to a woman of ſuch conſequence as 
Mrs. Mildmay, his ſon will be reſtored 
to him of courſe, but. we have other 
ſtrings to our bow.” A Great Man, as 
1 have already told you, is applied to; 
and we ſhall expect to hear of ſome great 
operation in leſs than eight-and-forty 
hours: I will therefore leave this letter 
open till I can add, what will be ſo 
highly acceptable a piece of news with 
you, that FR lover 1 is at liberty. 

. WELL 


Werl may gold be called almizhty, 
the key to favour, the ſource of fame, 
the——But I have not time to purſue 
this catalogue farther, for haſtening to 
tell you that Melvin and Melvin's 


friend are both at large, and moſt obſe- 


quiouſly yours.—The How and When 
were as follow : 


Taz matic diſpatched by my fa- 
_ ther's family, to inform him he was no 
longer the poor Lieutenant, happened to 
have a relation in Camp, to whom he 
very naturally communicated the pur- 
port'of his embaſſy; who as naturally 
imparted it to his acquaintances ; until, 
in the due courſe of circulation, it reach- 
ed the ears of the Subalterns, the Com- 
manders of corps, the General Officers, 
&c. &c. 


1 1 8 CAPTAITYW 
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CAPTAIN James BRA ZEN was the 
firſt to feel tenderly for us. He waited 
on the Chief of all Chiefs, and acknow- 
ledged he had been in an error; that the 
young gentleman's conduct had been baſe- 
ly miſrepreſented; and that he wiſhed 
much to prove his ingenuouſueſs, by mak - 
ing an early and proper apology for 
what had paſt: in a word, he entreated 


that he himſelf might reſtore him to his 


father. 


GRraciovs and condeſcending Chief ! 
He complied with Captain James 
* Brazen's requeſt. Ferdinand was at the 
door of the marquee before ten in the 
morning; and as Melvin's fallen fit 
was now over, he flew to embrace, to 
congratulate us, to participate our feli- 
city. O my dear madam it was a truly 
Joyful morning 


Bor 


ANS 


Bor mark me As ] am not afraid 
of loſing Melvin by a little delay, be 
aſſured your wedding day ſhall be mine; 
and ſo I conclude upon this ſubject for 
ever. | 


Taz Great Man's letter has been re- 
ceived, and the little Man has offered 
Mr. Rivers a Company: but, however 
ſingular it may be for a Lieutenant, after 
being in five engagements, and two- 
thirds of his life in his Majeſty's ſervice, | 
to ride a Lieutenant in his own coach- 
and- ſix, ſo it is, and ſo it will be on the 
day of days now at hand. 


Mzlvix and I have invitations to 
the places where the people of faſhion 
will be to be met with, and we mean to 
accept them all, for manifold, ſtrong, 
and ſtriking reaſons; nor will Mrs. 
Rivers, 
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Rivers, I hope, diſdain being of our 
party. - 


I wis you could prevail on Sir Fer- 


dinand to make an excurſion with you, 


his beloved daughter, to Camp! You 
ean come to us, but we cannot come to 
you for the preſent, any more than if 
we were caſt on the plains of Jehoſa- 


That, from whoſe bourne no traveller 


returns! — Theſe moral memento's 
ſhould always be thrown in, madam, 
eſpecially under our elevated circum- 
ſtances; in like manner as King Some- 
body (for I have not læiſure to recollect 
his name) had his daily monitor to at- 
tend him with the admonition of his be- 
ing human : Remember thou art a 
man!“ ſaid he. Remember thou 
art mortal, ſay I; and that however 
flattering the proſpect, or heart - felt the 


delight you may taſte on this or any 


future 1 


A N Or aw 


future occaſion, the Kingdom of Saints 
is not of this world, or uninterruße 
ed * 


1 let who may think it right to 
daſh their cup of felicity with fears of 
to-morrow, I will not follow their 
example:. 


Who can hold a fire in his hand, 
By dreaming of the burning Caucaſus ? 
Or wallow naked in Decembet's ſnow, 
By bare remembrance of the ſummer's heat? 


| Hence, as we cannot temper ſorrow by 
recollected pleaſure, I will not tinge de- 
light by the remoteſt ray of poſſible ca- 
lamity. All that Heaven, I am per- 
ſuaded, requires of us is, to bear our 
mingled lot with becoming fortitude 
and becoming enjoyment ; and to be 
neither too much exalted by good, or 
depreſſed by what we call ill fortune.— 
| I beg 


G n 
I beg you will make yourſelf miſtreſs of 
this uſeful leſſon againſt our re- union; 


which, if I have any ſkill in divination, 
is not far diſtant. 


I am, my dear madam, 
Your happy, thrice-happy, 


ELLA Rives. 


1 
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See, ſee the conquering Hero comes! 
Scund the trampet, beat the drums! 


13 HE whole country is turned topſy- 


turvy! Country-laſſes all be-146- 
boned, and ladies all be-habited, flock 
around (for you muſt underſtand his 


Majeſty is expected every moment) and 


we are now in our coach-and-four— 


my father wiſhed we would not have a 
ſett of horſes — Melvin, Wilſon, Mrs. 
Mildmay, and myſelf, riding forward 
to meet the cavalcade.— The metropolis 
muſt certainly be a deſart !—— They 
come | they come! and my pencil and 


paper are put with all expedition into 


my pocket.--I refer you to the public 
prints for the Proceſſion, in the manner 
following: 


A: 
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A ſerjeant, corporal, and twelve privates of the 
grenadier guards, 
Four grooms in liveries. 
Four footmen in full liveries. 
Two riding equerries. 
An officer of the life guards. 


The SOVEREIGN, 
Mounted on a fine roan horſe (richly orna- 
mented with orange and blue ribbands) 
dreſſed in his Royal regimentals. On his 
right, Lord Amherſt as Commander in 
Chief of the forces, On his left, the Mar- 

quis of Lothian. 5 


In the rear, the Generals Keppel and Sloper, 
the Dukes of Grafton and Devonſhire, Ge- 
neral Carpenter, and Colonel St. John, with 

whom his Majeſty frequently converſed. 

Two horſe grenadier guards. 


Two grooms. 
| Two footmen. 
A corporal and ſix private grenadier guards. 
The Marquis of Carmarthen in one of her Ma- 
Fel s poſt- chaiſes drawn by four horſes. 
Te 


A N kh. 
The QUEEN, 
In her chaiſe drawn by four horſes (in which 


was Lady Egremont) dreſſed in her Royal 


regimentals. 


— 


A coach and ſix with her Majeſty's attendants. 
Inferior attendants in another. 
Footmen, grooms, &c "+ 
A ſerjeant, corporal, and twelve men of the 
| grenadier guards. 


Thirty thouſand affeftionate and loyal Subjects. 


WELL, my dear madam, how do you 
find yourſelf after this glorious fight? _ 
Are their Majeſties beloved or not by” 
their ſubjects? Does there appear a ſpi- 
rit of bravery or dejection in the troops? 
Can you fear invaders? — Periſh the 
thought | Britain ſhall be herſelf again ! 
-I could have wiſhed the two eldeſt 
Princes, indeed, had been of the royal 
party, as they are now of an age for par- 
ticipating martial ſcenes; but it ſeems 

GE _ 
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the court-etiquette is, according to the 
good old primitive times, to extend heir 
period of infancy to the laſt poſſible mo- 
ment: And ibe lad Iſaac, we read, Went 
down, &c. &c. when the lad, you muſt 
obſerve, was at leaſt thirty years old. 
1] congratulate the Court on the wiſdom 
of their conduct, though I confeſs its 
merit is above my comprehenſion. 


Taz Review over, the officers were 
preſented individually to their Sovereign, 
and had the honour to kiſs his hand, — 
Mr. Rivers? turn, at length, arrived! — 
A Company was given him on the ſpor, 
and knighthood offered him.— The firſt 
he accepted, but declined the laft, ſaying 
it was his higheſt ambition to continue 
his Majelly's ſervant. 


I own 1 was not without my ſecret 


murmur- 


AN OV L. ug 
murmurings, that the other Camps 


ſhould have the precedence; but I am 
now convinced that, though laſt, we were 


not leaſt in love; and am as loyal a ſubject 
as Aa in his enn 8 en 


Fan Mildmay-Hatl, &c. &c. 
were illuminated on the occaſion, and 
every heart was dilated. It was a carni- 
val, a jubilee, a feſtive ſcene beyond 
what I have language to paint !—Nor 
did ſome certain friends of yours make 
a mean figure in the proceſſion It was 
hinted to my father, that a Pair of Co- A 
tours were at Ferdinand's ſervice; but 
he replied, his ſon had only given him 
his attendance that ene campaign, for fa- 
mily reaſons, at the expiration of which 
he would reſume the function which was 
his election, and for which he had been 
educated—the Church ;—ſo that you ſee, 

Vol. II. | N w 
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madath, Mr. Rivers, in every ſenſe of 
the word; is a man of honour. | 


Bur though Ferdinand will renounce 
a military life, Melvin is determined to 
perſevere in it; as alſo Mr. Rivers. 
Should then (as it is expected) a new en- 
campment take place next ſpring, I ſhall 
be equally (nay ſuperiorly) capable of 
{ending you all the particulars : for as 
the denduement will moſt certainly be my 
becoming the wife of a ſoldier, I muſt 
follow his fortune, where-ever it leads 
him, even to the environs of the embat- 
| tled field; and, inſtead of paſſing my 
time at Mildmay-Hall, dwell in che 
midſt of martial manceuvres. 


| SnouLD you more particularly wiſh to 
trace us in imagination from ſpot to 
Tpot, I would recommend it to you to 
furniſh yourſelf with a very excellent 


PLAN - 


PLAN of CoxgrATrR Came, publiſhed in 
the WesTMINSTER Maeazing for the © 


'month of Auguſt * when reading this ad- 
ditional deſcription, which I nevertheleſs 


preſume you have already read, and is a 
moſt correct one. By the force of Fancy, 
you may ſee all I have ſeen ; not forget - 


ting to throw in the graceful appearance 


of Mr. Rivers' and Mrs. Rivers? young 


friends. 
= 


I this manner their Majeſties paſſed from 
the right to the left of the line, in front, the 


officers ſaluting as they paſſed ; the troops with 8 
preſented arms; the bands of muſic playing 


martial tunes. Paſſing the left by the Royal 
Irifh, his Majafly PLL on his hat 1 bitherts 


ay — 
—— * 9 266" 4.4 kd 


* And which the r on her ſoli⸗ 
_ citation, for the ſatis faction of ſuch readers as 
might not have enjoyed the opportunity of ſee- 


ing that ſplendid ſpectacle, have moſt obli- 


gingly permitted the Author to prefix to theſe 


Volumes, | 
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ke had been uncovered, and the Queen repeat- 


edly paying her compliments from the chaiſe : 
window). A gun. The whole went to the 


left about. Their Majeſties paſſed the rear of 


the line, came on the front by the firſt batta- 
lion of Royal Scots, and paſſed the grenadiers 
and light infantry companies, who had formed 
a ſeparate line, (with which their Majeſties 
ſeemed much pleaſed) and came to the centre 
of the line, between the Suffolk and Cheſhire. 


Here her Majeſty went with her ſuite to the 


Royal marquee, which was prepared for 
their reception. A gun. To acquaint the 


army the Sovereign was in the centre. A gun. 
The whole army wheeled to the right by grand 
diviſions, and paſſed the Sovereign in quick 


motion, and wheeling to the left, formed again 


in battalions, Here the artillery took their 
ſtations. Three Guns, The manual exerciſe 
"was performed. The firings commenced by 
platoons, ſub and grand diviſions. "A gun. 
The whole army formed in three columns, and 
marched in a very ſmall compaſs of ground. 


A gun, The whole formed in battalions, and 
| | performed 
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performed the quick firing, which laſted near 
twenty minutes, affiſted by the artillery, tothe 
. aſtoniſhment of the Sovereign and the nume 
rous ſpectators. The firings went on by regi- 
ments, and brigades. A gun. The right 
wing fired. A gun. The left wing fired. Two 
guns, The whole line fired as one man; the 
line then formed the march; the flanking 
companies began to harraſs the line; de- 
tached parties were ſept to diſperſe them ; ; 
the various attempts were made, alternately 
repulſing each other. The mode of ſecur- 
ing the artillery and baggage on the march, 8 

was wall exhibited, 15 1 


Tas line now dividing from the Suffolk 5 
and , Cheſhire, ſeveral excellent manceuvres 
were practiſed prior to a general engagement. 
When the action became general, it exhibited 
the greateſt reſemblance of a enn the So- : 

vereign had yet ſeen, 


In this action the grenadiers and light in- 
| TORY companies, under the Duke of Grafton, 
N 3 Colonel 
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Colonel Williamſon and Gladwya, erhibited 
many grand manc>uvres, and gave great ſatiſ« 
faclion to the no ; 


Twas now half paſt three o'cleck, when 
bis Majeſty ſignified his intention of quitting 


the feld; the whole formed again in one * 
and fired the feu de joye. 


Tux review was happily attended with but 
one accident, that of a firelock burſting in the 


bands of a ſoldier of the 59th, by in his 
Heb was deſperately cut. 


% corps of artillery was very much of- 
a ended at not being introduced, according to 


cuſtom, before any other corps of the army; 
the officers expreſſed their diflatisfaftion, and 
went away. Mr, Keppel ſent after the Lieu- 
tenant Colonel, and apologized in the King's 


am, &c. 


ELLA Rivers. 
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LETTER II. 


18 very true, my dear madam 
your laſt letter lies unanſwered 
on my table; but could you have the 
conſcience to expect I ſhould attend to 
little domeſtic tales, when I had ſuch 
ſubjeQs as Reviews, &c. at command 2 


* 


5 ſers off to-morrow to pay 
his devoirs.—I beg you will be ready to 
receive him in all your beſt airs and 


OE en dut the brave deſerve the fair, 


And if ſtandi ng fire at exerciſe, and vals 
ing all the toils of a (holiday) Camp con- 
ſtitutes bravery, he is as brave a fellow 
As any in the kingdom: and take no- 

rice, 
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tice, it is the beſt you can ſay of moſt or 
the Red = now in England, | 


1111 has ſhewn himſelf not a 
little headſtrong in the article of his 
journey; for we ſhall all be down with 
you in leſs than a month. But he would 
wait no months, not he.—He has Sir 
Ferdinand's licence in his pocket, and 
ſo flies on the wings of Love to-morrow: 
Hie might have added Gratitude ; for 


the Baronet has been a molt Wp: 
1 led friend t to Hine. | 


TRE little a I mention will, 1 
ſuppoſe however, be ſufficient time for 
you d ſay all the ſoft things in, that is 
needful to ſay before matrimony. I juſt 
give you this hint, as it is whiſpered, 
that on our joining you a double wed- 
ding will take place, and furniſh ſub- 
je&-matter for our public prints. Then, 
alſo, 
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allo, will you "R a pattern for all con- 


Jugal conduct in my dear amiable mo- 
ther: F | 


In every geſture, dignity and love! 


nor will you wonder to hear my father 
pronounce. himſelf the happieſt of men. 


Brwzx ourſelves, Lydia and her 
Lord and Maſter ſeem a leſſer order of 
beings, in every reſpect, when placed 
near this pair; though in a ſtate of 


ſeparation, if I may ſo call it, they _ 


have their advantage over two-thirds of 
the ſpecies. 


I $HALL paſs through London; there- 
fore. if you have any commands en ba- 
bilement, diſpatch them ſpeedily, that 
they may be executed. When I am on 
the e We ſhall retard my flight ! 
41 | —However, 
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— However, ſpare me not. I ſhall think 
it no trouble, provided your requeſts 
are well timed. So wiſhing you all ima- 
ginable felicity-with your ſwain—a fe- 
licity which none but minds like ours 
cantaſte—the ſweet compound of friend- 
ſhip, of gratitude, of love] leave you 
to add all remembrances you ſee fit 
from the circle at Mildmay-Hall ; and 
only aſk you, till we meet, to believe 

me. 


— Your moſt affectionate 


E114 Rivers. 
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